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27" model 27J245 with 2-Video inputs. 2.5 megabytes of 

memory. S-Video input. Variable audio outputs. Winner of E.I.A 's 
"Innovations '88" design and engineering award. 31" model 

also available. Voted 1988 Picture of the Year by the publications cited 





“INNOVATION OF THE YEAR” 


-AudioVideo International 


“BEST NEW VIDEO PRODUCT” 


—Popular Science 


“PRODUCT OF THE YEAR” 
-High Fidelity 


“BEST PRODUCT OF THE YEAR” 


-Video Review 
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Philips IDTV (Improved Definition Television) 
swept last year’s awards for innovation in video. It 
should come as no surprise. After all, its picture image 
has greater accuracy and better definition than any 
conventional color television. 

With Philips non-interlace technology, the scanning 
rate is doubled. As a result, scanning lines become 
invisible and vertical resolution is improved by 40%. 

IDTV is yet another in a long line of firsts from 
Philips in audio and video technology—from the 
ubiquitous audio cassette to the flawless sound of the 
compact disc player. 

To appreciate the picture judged best by those 
who know best, visit your Philips video specialist. 


WORLD-CLASS TECHNOLOGY. EUROPEAN EXCELLENCE. 


PHILIPS 


PHILIPS 


For additional information, circle No. 25 on Reader Service Card. 
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Calling All Collectors 


ideo collectors were the real pioneers of home video. Many of the 





earliest VCRs were bought by maniacal movie buffs who painstak- 
ingly built up huge libraries—poring over broadcast schedules, staying up 
all hours to tape obscure classics off even more obscure cable channels, 
keeping fingers poised over pause buttons to edit out every interruption. 
It’s so much easier today. For a little more than the price video’s earliest 
aficionados paid for blank tape, collectors today can buy some of Holly- 
wood’s most important classics on cassette. And, while TV 
tapers often had to contend with poor-quality prints, short- 
ened TV versions and constant commercials, most of today’s 
cassette editions offer pristine quality. (Of course, there are 
still a few low-price stinkers.) It’s encouraging that, at the 
same time major movie studios are pushing movie prices 
lower than ever, many are also making a renewed commit- 


ment to quality. Paramount’s recent announcement that all 





of its new $14.95 titles will be recorded in the top-quality 
SP speed shows the direction the whole industry should take. 


JAMES B. MEIGS, 
EDITORIAL DIRECTOR 


The rapid growth in movie cassettes priced under $25—and the parallel 
fall in disc prices—has created a brand-new boom in movie collecting. As 
a guide to those just getting started in the collecting habit, and as an aid to 
longtime video buffs who still have a few holes in their libraries, we asked 
VR contributor Leonard Maltin to give us his list of the movies that ought 
to be in every collection. We hope his movie guide encourages current col- 
lectors while spurring movie companies to keep those low-cost tapes coming. 

We're also pleased this month to introduce FutureTech, a new regular 
feature in VR by author, futurist and TV producer Howard Blumenthal. As 
video—and the rest of us—approaches the 21st century, Blumenthal will 


chronicle the shape of entertainment technologies and programming to come. 
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Owen asked his friend, Larry, 
for a small favor... 
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Wild. Dangerous. Cute. And at an all-time Dr price in these 9 hit films! Recent releases that pleased audiences 


and critics. Starring Danny DeVito, Dan Aykroyd, Billy Crystal, Rodney Dangerfield, Burt Reynolds, Walter Matthau, 
Anthony Michael Hall, Charlie Sheen, Elliott Gould, Roseanne Barr and more. 


Take advantage of these 9 popular films, now at popular prices! 
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Compact Dollars 

In the April and May Newsbreaks, you 
report that VHS-C companies want their 
product to have better sales. Well, two things 
must happen before this comes true: 

1. VHS-C tape must become more 
available. 

2. The price should come down. For ex- 
ample, a good quality, two-hour, full-size 
VHS tape costs under $8, a two-hour 8mm 





tape about $10. VHS-C tape is not easy to 

find, and a 20-minute tape can cost about $6, 

making a two-hour recording worth $36 at 
the standard-play speed. 

Frank Tokuvchik 

Danbury, CT 


Speed Demons 

The Viewpoint editorial in the June VR 
concerning the declining quality of pre- 
recorded VHS tapes (**Why Do You Think 
They Call It Dupe’’) addresses just one 
symptom of the poor standards endemic to 
home video. Since a generally lazy and ill- 
informed mass market was in no position to 
make correct choices, an overpromoted, 
multiple-licensed videotape format gained 
the upper hand, based primarily on 90 ex- 
tra minutes of taping time at the slowest, 

worst recording speed. 
J. Adam Koehler 
Milwaukee, WI 


After reading the editorial, I asked two 
friends in the retail video business if they had 
problems with the slow recording speeds. 
One, employed by one of California's 
largest video outlets, says a number of slow- 
speed cassettes sold recently are coming 
back in droves from customers who not on- 
ly can tell the difference but won't stand for 
it. The other friend says EP tapes are caus- 
ing trouble with some customers who have 
older VCRs that won't play that speed and 
who are very angry at having rented a tape 
they can't watch. 

As for me, I’m going to give a copy of the 
editorial to the manager of every video store 
I patronize and ask them for a commitment 
to give me a refund if and when I buy or rent 
a tape I have every reason to believe is SP 


6” VIDEO КТЕ УГЕ 


but turns out to be in a slower speed. If all 

consumers will do the same, perhaps we can 
teach the industry a lesson. 

Jim Noble 

San Jose, CA 


The editorial complains about the increas- 
ing use of slower speeds for duping commer- 
cial videotapes. On the right-hand column 
on that same page is an advertisement for 


Pioneer LaserDisc. Your concern about: 


lower-quality pictures is eloquently answered! 
Maybe the tape companies should look at 
that ad, too. 
David Mizer 
Wichita, KS 


I, for one, notice no difference between 
tapes processed at different speeds. Video 
companies could produce the same movie at 
different speeds and let those who feel they 
must have an SP copy pay a premium. 

Another point to consider is tape storage. 
I now have 100 movies, but on 115 cassettes. 
The problem with storage space could be 
lessened if each movie had been processed 
on one cassette. 

Robert Schell 
Grantsville, WV 


It seems that the video companies are just 
beginning to do to their VHS customers 
what they have always done to their Beta 
customers. Whereas the highest-quality Beta 
picture that most users can play back is Super 
Beta I (only a small minority of Beta VCRs 
can handle the even higher-quality Hi-Band 
or ED Beta pictures), virtually all prere- 
corded Beta tapes have been half-speed Beta 
II. One of the reasons VHS has assumed 
such a dominant market position is that, until 
now, most prerecorded VHS tapes have 
maximized that format's potential while the 
industry short-changed Beta tape purchasers 
with quality considerably below potential. 
The long-play and extended-play trend you 
mention is just the latest phase in the de- 
velopment of the mass-market mediocrity 
mentality. 

Robert Thiele 
Portal, GA 


Correction 

Last month, an incorrect phone number 
for Toshiba was listed in the Hands-On col- 
umn. The correct number is (201) 628-8000. 
Video Review regrets any confusion this may 
have caused. 


Colorized Kong 

King Kong was designed as a black-and- 
white film and to even consider the color- 
ized version is totally irresponsible. 
Moreover, some of what movie historian 
William K. Everson says in his review (May 
'89 VR) is utter rubbish. The color in no way 
resembles the old two-strip Technicolor of 
the early '30s, as is clearly evident by the 
home video releases of Whoopee and King 
of Jazz. In fact, video color doesn't even ap- 
proach the gorgeously rich hues of two-strip 
Technicolor. 

Everson claims prints of the film 
heretofore in release have been on the dark 
side, obscuring detail. Гуе run 35mm апа 
16mm prints over the past 20 years and all, 





save one, were bright, crisp and sharp. My 
CED, laser disc and videotape versions are 
also crisp and clear. Everson's only valid 
point is that the so-called color destroys the 
aura of the city scenes and the foreboding at- 
mosphere of the jungle scenes. 
H.C. Bohanan 
Union, MI 


e William K. Everson replies: I share your 
admiration for the qualities of the old two- 
strip Technicolor, but lacking one color it 
was never a realistic system. The color in the 
video releases of Whoopee and King of Jazz 
is, by the admission of their distributors, 
“color enhanced. '' I still maintain that the 
colorized King Kong has the look of old two- 
strip Technicolor. 

It's well-known in the industry that the 
negative of Kong was retimed and dark- 
ened. Further, until Turner Entertain- 
ment was able to gain access to a slightly 
scratched 35mm roll of censored material, 
all of the reinsertions of this material into 
release prints came from 35mm blow-ups 
from a 16mm print, so a certain loss of qual- 
ity was inevitable. 
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THE VIEW FROM THE TOP 
|5 ALWAYS BETTER 


One of the big rewards in life is other comparably sized TV. A big screen 
owning a top-of-the-line big screen. The TV that fits nicely into any sized room. 
extraordinary new 55 Big Screen TV The exclusive CT-5582K HPX High 
from Hitachi. Performance eXtraordinaire 55" Big 

Our newest big screen is a TV thats Screen TV also features Hitachi's theatrical 
truly in a class by itself. With an quality surround sound and an intelligent 
engineering-breakthrough remote control that 


enables you to combine 
all your infrared remote 
controls into one conve- 
nient hand unit. 

When you're ready 
for a big screen TV you 
can really live with, 
you're ready for Hitachi. 


high-performance optical ра 
system. A picture whose |’ 
brightness, color 
accuracy, sharpness and 
realism are unsurpassed. 
An oversized picture, 
packed into a real wood 
veneer cabinet thats much 
more compact than any 





A World Leader in Technology 


We Make Entertainment Come Alive! 


For additional information, circle No. 120 on Reader Service Card. 





The King and I 
Could you tell me if The King and I 
with Deborah Kerr was ever put on 
video? If so, where can I purchase it? 
Ann Lampasona 
Revere, MA 


This 1956 musical earned Yul Brynner 
an Oscar for his role as the King of Siam. 
An adaptation of the Rodgers and Hammer- 


r 
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Kerr in the court of the King. 


stein Broadway show, it features the songs 
"Getting to Know You” and ‘‘Shall We 
Dance.’’ CBS/Fox did release it on cas- 
sette, but has since withdrawn the movie. 
Copies of it are still around, though, and 
can be rented by mail from Facets Video, 
(800) 331-6197, for $10 for three to four 
days. It is, alas, not available for sale. 


The Ugly Dachshund 
I am writing to find out about a movie 
called The Ugly Dachshund. 1 know it 
was available on tape, but I haven't been 
able to find it. 
Wayne Monk 
Las Vegas, NV 


Directed by Norman Tokar for Walt 
Disney Studios in 1966, The Ugly 
Dachshund stars Dean Jones and Suzanne 
Pleshette as dog fanciers. The movie was 


As a service to our readers, Video Review will help 
track down hard-to-find tapes or discs. Send requests 
to Video Review 5 Video Hunter, 902 Broadway, 
New York, NY 10010. VR reserves the right to edit 
and condense selections for publication. Sorry, no 
personal replies. 
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pulled from the shelves by Walt Disney 
Home Video about two years ago. No word 
yet on whether it will be rereleased. 


Picnic at Hanging Rock 
I have tried to locate Picnic at Hang- 
ing Rock, released by Vestron. I’ve been 
informed that it’s been discontinued, and 
I’ve had no luck with distributors. 
Michael Wilson 
Queens, NY 


Trying to find this one was no, er, lunch 
in the park. Directed by Australian Peter 
Weir (The Year of Living Dangerously, 
Gallipoli, Witness), this movie follows a 
group of turn-of-the-century finishing- 
school girls on an outing from which three 
never return. It has indeed been discon- 
tinued by Vestron, but we did manage to 
locate a copy close to you. Rare Bird Video 
at 482 Broome St., New York, NY 10013, 
(212) 334-8150, has the title available for 
rental only. The price is $6.50 (for non- 
members) per overnight rental. 


The Great Race 
My wife has begged me for years to 
find a videocassette of The Great Race. 
Where can I find one? 
Timothy McNulty 
Wailuku, HI 


You may soon return to connubial bliss. 
In this 1965 Blake Edwards comedy, Tony 
Curtis, Jack Lemmon, Natalie Wood, Peter 
Falk and Keenan Wynn try to run each 
other off the road in a 1908 auto race from 
New York to Paris. It’s available on 
cassette from Warner Home Video, and 
you should be able to order it from Movies 
Unlimited, 6736 Castor Ave., Philadelphia, 
PA 19149, (800) 523-0823, for $59.95, 


Curtis and Wood take a break from a grueling Great Race. 





_ plus postage and handling. Sorry, there's 


no 800 number for Hawaii, but you can 
reach them at (215) 722-8298. A small 
price to pay for a happy marriage. 


Doctor Who 
I need help finding the Doctor Who sci- 
fi TV series on VHS tape. Any help you 
can give will be appreciated. 
Larry Callender 
Baton Rouge, LA 


Playhouse Video, at 1211 Sixth Ave., 
New York, NY 10036, (212) 819-3238, 
currently has only seven titles from this 
British series available: “Тһе Brain of 
Morbius,” “Тһе Day of the Daleks,” 
“Тһе Deadly Assassin,” ““Ғіуе Doctors,” 
"Pyramids of Mars,” '*Revenge of the 
Cybermen”’ and *‘Robots of Death.’’ The 
tapes are $19.98 each. In Baton Rouge, you 
should be able to order them through two 
stores: Video Paradise, (504) 924-6938, or 
Video Palace, (504) 925-8448. 


Kit Carson 
I am looking for a copy of the movie 
Kit Carson. Can you help me find it? 
Lou Pizza 
Tamarac, FL 


Maybe. Jon Hall stars as Kit Carson, 
wagon train scout, in this 1940 western. 
Plenty of Indians are felled along the way, 
climaxing with a battle scene at a besieged 
fort. In fact, the scene was so good they 
decided to use it again in 1950’s Davy 
Crockett, Indian Scout. Kit Carson was 
originally released on videocassette by Fox 
Hills Video but has since fallen onto the 
company’s expired-titles list. To continue 
your search, look to more established 
retailers that may still have a copy in stock. 








T Love Lucy”: The Collector's Fdition on videocassette. 
Start your collection of Lucy’s funniest moments for just $ 4 95 
Library. Start your collection 


This was the face the whole world loved. 
Whether she was smiling or stuffing her 
cheeks with chocolate, the one and only Lucy 
conquered our hearts. Here’s an exceptional 
opportunity to enjoy her most priceless per- 
formances now and for years to come. 

The CBS Video Library is proud to offer “| 
Love Lucy”: The Collector's Edition—a video- 
cassette series of all your favorite episodes 
from the original TV show. 

You'll receive three of her most hilarious 
episodes on your very first videocassette, 
"Lucy Wants To Ве A Star? There's Lucy, 
stomping grapes for a role in an Italian movie. 
Lucy in a towering headdress as a Busby 
Berkeley-type showgirl. And Lucy, the enthu- 
siastic pitchwoman for Vitameatavegamin. 
All these great shows can be yours for the low 
introductory price of $4.95 when you sub- 
scribe to the series. 

Here's how your subscription will work. 
Every four to six weeks, you'll receive a vid- 
eocassette featuring three half-hour episodes 


Start your collection for just 


$495 





for a risk-free trial. Each revolves around a 
theme, such as "Lucy Troubles Managing 
Money; and Lucy's favorite episodes like 
"Job Switching" and "Lucy's Italian Movie" 
are included. These videocassettes have been 
recorded on high-quality videotape for 
enhanced sound and picture, and come in 
handsome cases, specially designed for the 
Collection. 

Take 10 days to preview each video- 
cassette. For each one you decide to keep, the 
price is just $29.95 plus shipping and han- 
dling. Although we're sure you'll love all of 
them, there's no minimum number you have 
to buy. And you can cancel your subscription 
at any time. 


FREE "I LOVE LUCY" BOOK! 


If you act now, we'll send 
the 400-page “| Love Lucy" 
Book, free with your order. 
Its packed with hundreds 
of photos, delightful 
 behind-the-scenes sto- 
ries and plot summaries 
for every episode. And 
it's yours to keep even if you decide to return 
your first videocassette. 

In countless testimonials, America's favor- 
ite comedians have proclaimed Lucille Ball 
the Queen of Comedy. She was a great Amer- 
ican classic, responsible for one of the most- 
watched, most-loved shows in television his- 
tory. Now you can recapture her magic in “1 
Love Lucy": The Collector's Edition, available 
on videocassette only through the CBS Video 






today and then sit back and 
enjoy the laughs for years to come. 


For faster service credit card customers 
may call 1-800-CBS-4804. 


| CBS VIDEO LIBRARY | 
| Dept.BYH, Р.О. Box 1112, Terre Haute, IN 47811 | 


| YES, | still love Lucy. Enter my subscription to “| Love | 
Lucy”: The Collector's Edition, under the terms described 
in this ad. Send me “Lucy Wants To Be A Star” (three 
episodes) at the low introductory price of $4.95. Please 

| include FREE The "| Love Lucy” Book. 


| Check method of payment: 


C CHECK ENCLOSED for $4.95 made payable to 
CBS Video Library. Future cassettes billed 
| with shipment. 


Г] CREDIT CARD. Charge my series purchases, 
beginning with $4.95 for my first cassette, to: L12 


| C] American Express C VISA [ MasterCard Г] Diners Club 





| Signature 
| Name . 
(please print) 
| АОПгезс5 + к Аи" 
| Giya 1:20 ео бен t Ze ree 
РОВ) 


| 
| 
1 | 
Е 
| Account a an Sa PY, сыс r | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


нов, All subscriptions subject to review. CBS Video Library reserves the right to 
ject or cancel any subscriptions. Canadian orders will be serviced through 
|: Tera ito, Applicable sales tax added to all orders. 








© 1989 CBS Records Inc. 


Love Lucy " is a trademark of CBS, Inc. 





Wright photo: Wide World 









\ IDEO С CRITIC 


^"The Pacific Institute 
series, which I recent- 
ly hed the privilege of review- 
ing, strikes me as a marvelously 
useful home video 
tool. . - а splendid 
basis for the kind of 
wholesome inner- 
family communication 
thet offen has been 
sadly lacking.”’ 


| m —Former Speaker of the House Jim 
Wright on a series of family-oriented educational videotapes 
produced by the Pacific Institute. 


In the interest of historical accuracy, we note that Wright's 
wife Betty worked for the Pacific Institute at the time these 
remarks were made in the Dec. 9, 1985 Congressional Rec- 
ord. Nevertheless, we're convinced Wright's 
endorsement reflects nothing more than his 
sincere belief in the series’ quality, offered 

' without fear or favor, and we look forward 
to his views on other video releases, such 
as Marilyn Chambers' Party Incorporated 
(New World). 
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| LIVE FAST, DIE YOUNG, 
HIRE ЖА 
RIDICULOUS CAST 


E ver since the surprise main- 
stream success of Hair- 
spray (RCA/Columbia), people 
have been wondering what 
| | writer-director John Waters 
Gere) yo Де would do for an encore, espe- 
| cially since Divine, his long- 
time leading lady—er, man—has 
shuffled off this mortal coil. 
Well, now we know: Waters' 
just-completed new movie is Cry 
Baby, which he describes 
г \ аѕ “the ultimate 
% juvenile delinquent 
comedy." Among the 
stars of this made-in- 
Baltimore extravaganza 
are 2] Jump Street 
heartthrob Johnny 
Depp and a whole 
bunch of formers— 
former bank robber Patty 
Hearst, former punk bete noire 
Iggy Pop, former pornlette 
Traci Lords, former teen idol 
Troy Donahue and former Ozzie 
and Harriet son David Nelson. АП well 
and good, but we're a little worried about 
Waters himself, who says he’s **living out a fantasy. I always wanted 
to be a juvenile delinquent, but my parents wouldn't let me." Hmmm. 
John Waters as the Fonz. That's too high concept even for us. 


ais spot 


о е ө ө 


ou'd think that after the enormous success of 

director James Cameron's Aliens, his current 
underwater horror epic The Abyss would be an 
easy sell for its studio, 20th Century-Fox. Not so, 
according to an alarming story in The New York 
Times. Seems that Fox’s market research turned 
up—too late—the fact that most moviegoers don't 
know what an abyss is, or even how to pronounce 
the word. At presstime, rumors that The Abyss will 
be retitled Glug! Glug! Glug! for home video 
release could not be confirmed. 





Illustration: Michael Okamoto 


MEDIA ARROGANCE MARCHES ом 


here are some mysteries 
that perhaps will never be 
solved, and for us, one such 


_ riddle has always been the | 


. identity of the actress who 
played the back of Patty 
. Duke's head on the old "605 






that ‘‘you could lose your 
тіпа’). For years, we've lain 


awake nights wondering who | 


the woman was and whatever 
became of her, and thus, we 
were near-paralytic with ex- 


. опе about. cousins so ider dea 


deon cable network recently 

announced it was blowing the | 
lid off the story and bringing | 
the actress face front at last. | 


Well, call us naive, but w 


were outraged when the much- | 

hyped extravaganza finally | 
-~ aired. The Nickelodeon peopl 
didn’t produce tl e woman; in- | 
stead, they treated us to a 








patently fake documentary 


(The Back Is Back) with an ob- | 
vious ringer in her place. In 3 
it was all a scam, a 


short, 
ratings ploy. Naturally, we 








_ lodeon producer Will | 
_ McRobb, adding that 1. Nc 
they didn't, his staff had a 5 
. real brainstorm. “Ме thought, —— 
s do EE еге Б 








what was going on. . | 
**We actually did try to 
find her," insists Nicke- 





fair is fair. So. we thought 


i maybe Freeze-Frames should | 


do a hoax, too. Well, we have, 
and you're reading it. That's 
right, 


. the ersatz Duke 221 
= rebroadcast this fall- 






We’ re шс that ош like. ‚| 
a great idea at the time. But - 


ing, of course, you can believe 


citement when the Nickelo- ^ called Nickelodeon to find out. everything in this either Hu orus ——— 














CULTURAL ILLITERACY, 
PART II 


ccording to statistics compiled by 

Nielsen Media Research, the 75 top- 
rated individual TV programs broadcast 
from 1960 to 1989 include—along with 
such well-remembered benchmarks of the 
medium as the M*A*S*H farewell show 
and various Super Bowls—an astonishing 
10 different episodes of The Beverly Hill- 
billies. Weird, huh? Well, we think so, al- 
though if there are VR readers out there so 


N КҮНЕ sayeth the sages, is as UNT as 
an idea whose time has come. In that 
spirit, then, we note with no little concern the 
release of Doggedy Dog Dog, a 55-minute video- 
cassette described by its creators as “а fast-paced 
film of over 300 absolutely precious dogs romp- 
ing the streets and parks of Gotham. . .doing 
everything dogs do best.’ 

We suppose it had to happen; after all, as 
DDD's cinematographer Sam **Kash"' Kashigan 
notes, nature documentaries of sharks, lions апа ES" gio 
elephants have long appealed to the public, SO Wm not man's best friends? Still, 
we're a little puzzled by the video's stated raison d'etre. Fact is, we have actually 
gone for a walk in Central Park on more than one occasion and thus have first- 










or anything, but frankly, we wouldn't care to see it on TV. 
But the folks behind the tape assure us that Doggedy Dog Dog 
is “‘entertainment for the whole family," and it's available at 
pet stores or from Radius Press Home Video, P.O. Box 1271, New 
| York, NY 10150. Price: $35.95, or $151.65 in dog dollars. 


versed in TV arcana that they can remem- 
ber the plot of any of those episodes, we'd 
like to meet them, if not shake their hands. 









eT LEST 


LAST THIS LAST 


момтн TOP TAPES момн ТОР DISCS момтн 


E TWINS 
MCA— $89.95 












інеші 


BIG 
CBS/Fox LV— $39.98 = 





llc e CO Г] 
aramount—no 1151 price ох — 6 
RADAR LOWE EVERYBODY'S ALL ''CROCODILE'' 
If you're one of those pioneer spirits whose — AMERICAN 3 DUNDEE 11 
blood boils at the thought of the 55 mph speed Warner—$89.95 Paramount LV— $24.95 ШЕТІН 
limit—and һауе the tickets to prove it—here’s good BIG 4 TUCKER 
news. The folks at RADAR (Radio Association Defend- 2 CBS/Fox—$89.98 Paramount LV—$24.95 ils 
ing Airwave Rights Inc.) are offering a videotape with DIRTY ROTTEN RUNNING ON 
the lowdown on beating those pesky electronic speedtraps so TA SCOUNDRELS 5 EMPTY yn 
beloved of the highway patrol. The brainchild of Road and ЕЕ ЕВЕ уч Эз 
Track writer John Tomerlin and Dale Smith (inventor of the —iTPa A CRY IN THE DARK 6 THE ACCUSED 
Fuzzbuster radar detector), the 34-minute tape describes how Warner—$89.95 Warner LV—$34.95 x 
police radar works and how to challenge it in court—the latter 3 COCKTAIL 7 BETRAYED we 
especially useful in Connecticut, Virginia and Washington, Touchstone—$8?.95 0 MGNIUATEY- 939.93. ит 
DC, where radar detectors are illegal. Of course, we have 4 THE ACCUSED 8 DIE HARD 3 
never, ever exceeded a legal speed limit, but if you have eee Paramount Eno Бе CBS/Fox LV— $49.98 
(or just plan to), the Radar on Trial videotape, with au ALIEN NATION 9 THE PRESIDIO M 
an accompanying book, is available for $30 CBS/Fox—$89.98 ____ Paramount LV— $24.95 -- 
from RADAR Inc., 4949 S. 25A, — THE ACCIDENTAL TOURIST 10 THEY LIVE 


Warner—$89.95 MCA LV— $34.95 = 


"Hit List"' is based on a nationwide survey of leading video software specialty stores, chains, mass 
merchandisers and wholesalers. The list includes titles taken from retailers’ current top tape and disc lists 
as well as distributors’ prerelease sales printouts. 


Tipp City, OH 45371. 
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HDTV FUND 





Zenith Asks Senate for Tax on New TVs 


By Robert Gerson 


Zenith Chairman and CEO 
Jerry Pearlman has an answer to 
the problem of how to fund high- 
definition television development 
in the US: a tax on the sale of all 
new color TVs. 

"Not too many industries ever 
say, ‘Tax us to help pay for what 
we need,’ but that's exactly what 
we propose, 


” Pearlman said ша. 


recent appearance before a Senate 
subcommittee looking into the 
HDTV issue. Pearlman's plan 
calls for a levy of $5 on each new 
TV, with the proceeds subsidiz- 
ing HDTV research by US manu- 
facturers. The tax would be 
dropped after four or five years, 
and replaced by one on the sale of 
HDTV receivers and trans- 
mission equipment. The excise 
tax, something the TV industry 





These magic moments: Wizard rerelease will add 17 minutes. 


OZ REISSUE 


NEW WIZARD WITH EXTRAS 


By Gregory P. Fagan 


MGM/UA Home Video’s new 
collector's edition of The Wizard 
of Oz, due in stores August 15, 
will include 17 minutes of extra 
footage and a 32-page booklet. 

As part of an $8.5 million pro- 
motional campaign to celebrate 
the 50th anniversary of the 
movie's theatrical release, the 
$24.95 tape will be packaged with 
a $5 rebate coupon and open with 
a one-minute commercial for 
Downy fabric softener. The ac- 
companying CLV laser disc 


release of Oz will lack the com- 
mercial and coupon, but will also 
sell for $24.95. 

The movie, which had been 
offered at a low price before 
MGM/UA pulled it from release 
last year, has been newly trans- 
ferred using advanced digital audio 
and video transfer processes, an 
MGM/UA spokesperson says. 
The added footage, which ap- 
pears at the close of the tape, in- 
cludes the *'Jitterbug'' sequence, 
which was dropped from the pic- 
ture before its release, and one of 
the movie's theatrical trailers. 


hasn't seen since 1965, would 
raise approximately $100 million 
a year, assuming the level of de- 
mand for new color TVs holds 
constant. 

But even that sum would 
amount to little more than a drop 
in the bucket, according to the 
American Electronic Association, 
a trade group. In its presentation 
to the Senate, the AEA said gov- 
ernment support to the tune of 
$1.3 billion, in the form of grants, 
loans and loan guarantees, is 
necessary for the industry to come 
up with a viable American HDTV 
system. 


TUBE SHORTAGE 


Philco TV 
Line Halted 


Philco, one of the first Ameri- 
can TV brands, is fading from 
the scene this year, at least tem- 
porarily. The Philco TV line, 
now being marketed by Philips 
Consumer Electronics, is being 
discontinued because of an in- 
dustry-wide picture tube 
shortage. 

Philips, which also manufac- 
tures and markets TVs here under 
the Magnavox, Sylvania and 
Philips brands, has been unable to 
get enough tubes to meet the de- 
mand for new sets, says Rick 
Policicchio, sales vice president. 
Halting production of Philco 
TVs, the company's lowest- 
priced line, will free up supplies 
for the other three brands. 
Policicchio says Philco VCRs and 
audio products will continue to be 
sold and that the plan is to bring 
Philco back into the TV market 
when the tube supply situation 
eases. (R.G.) 


Home of the best burgers 
and thighs in (оу, 


Fries Entertainment». Double Helix Films Production 
‘Michael A. Simpson Film FAST FOOD sarin Clark Brandon: Tracy Griffith : Randal Patrick 


wine LACH Lords ma Kevin McCarthy sarin: Michael J. Pollard "Bud" „а Jim Varney .. "Wrangler Bob” 


Executive Sereen Story Screenplay 


producer Jerry Silva » Scott Sowers & Jim Basile"; Clark Brandon & Lanny Horn 

Produced @ 4, PS S р ge 05 чә с 

Еее TALE „ Stan Wakefiled and Michael A. Simpson 

Some Material May Be Inappropriate for Children Under 13 by Michael А. Simpson --- 


1989 FRIES ENTERTAINMENT INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 2 Videocassette PVE Ele) [= September 20th FRIES HOME VIDEO 
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Deal Yourself А Full Deck. 
Super VHS From ] УС. 


GR-S707U 
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VOEO PROCESSOR STEREO BLAGU TEL PRO EA 





T S a tough. word о out ae ‘and it S getting | Super VHS is also available in compact 





tougher. Don' get left behind. Because | VideoMovies — the ideal way to shoot high- 
the ultimate | is already here. it S Super VHS © picture-quality video footage indoors at a pary or 
from JVC. outdoors оп the go. 0 

Super VHS gives с the superior Nobody could ask for more. That’ s why . 
picture quality they need for the new era of high- ^ everybody is going to be asking for Super VHS. 
resolution TV and higher-quality video. It gives At JVC, we've got a knack for giving people 
them the most complete range of beyond-state- what they want. We did it with VHS. And we're 
of-the-art features and functions. And it doesn't doing it with Super VHS. So don’t cheat yourself 


take VHS away from them. Because Super VHS out of the future. Deal yourself a full deck. With 
is S * VHS. It's like getting two decks in one; a Super VHS. From JVC. 
Super VHS deck and a VHS deck. 






е 


GR-S77U  үНеДь | HR-S8000U SVHS 


Рог additional information, circle Мо. 10 оп Reader Service Сага. 









_ BEYOND 
VIDEOTAPE 


Futurelech 








BY HOWARD J. BLUMENTHAL 





onsider the videocassette. Although it is the foundation of the entire 
video industry—over | billion have been sold worldwide, according 


to one estimate—its days may be numbered. After all, today’s cassettes have 


some serious disadvantages: As any video collector knows, they’re bulky 


and hard to store; their images degrade with repeated use; and their slow 


rewind and fast-forward times make them ill-suited to interactive programs. 


And the problems aren’t limited to cassettes. Even videodiscs, although 


superior in most respects to tape, can be 
awkward to ship and store. 

Wouldn’t it be nice to have complete 
video movies stored on a pocket-sized disc 
or, better yet, on something the size of 
a credit card? 

The idea is not very far-fetched. In fact, 
it may not be long before videocassettes— 
and possibly video stores—are a memory, 
replaced by far more efficient ways to 
deliver movies and other programming. 
These methods would not only address prob- 
lems of size, but could also save money by 
eliminating the expensive process of 
videotape duplication. With recent advances 


E ELK qoe 
E " 
4€ 


in digital video, solid-state computer 
memory and recordable videodisc tech- 
nology, the prospects for a compact, high- 
quality replacement for current tapes and 
discs look better than ever. The question is 
when such technology might arrive. 


In the Cards 

One likely candidate for the home video- 
cassette of the future is the so-called **smart 
card,’’ which resembles a credit card but 
packs a lot of data. If companies in- 
vestigating the idea (such as Japanese in- 
dustrial giant Matsushita) have their way, 
smart cards will soon replace certain printed 





items. Food stamps, airline tickets, prescrip- 
tion forms and lottery tickets, for example, 
won't be on paper anymore; rather, folks 
will carry cards that can be regularly updated 
by a smart terminal. The principle is not 
unlike that behind the Nintendo videogame 
cartridges. Insertable data cards are already 
used in handheld electronic dictionaries and 
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HIGH-OCTANE MICROCHIPS, 


WILL THE VIDEOCASSETTE 





organizers, such as Sharp’s Wizard system. 
And Toshiba recently unveiled a prototype 
still-video camera that can record up to five 
frames of still video on a data card. 

Today’s generation of smart cards typical- 
ly contain one or more computer chips and 
a predetermined amount of memory, but no 
moving parts. The power of the chip and the 
size of the memory are limited by present- 
day technology. Right now, it’s possible to 
store one megabyte of data on a single card, 
but this is costly—a blank card sells for more 
than $1,000. Costs will drop as more smart- 
card applications materialize. 

But cost isn’t the only obstacle blocking 
videocards. To store as little as five minutes 


VR contributing editor Howard Blumenthal 
is the author of The Electronic Home Com- 
panion (Andrews and McNeel). Watch for 
more of his FutureTech reports covering 
video's long-range development. 
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of video, a computer requires more than а 
gigabyte (one million kilobytes, or the 
equivalent of nearly a thousand floppy 
diskettes) of memory. The vast amount of 
memory needed to record an entire movie 
is still almost unimaginable. Sheer storage, 
however, is only part of the story. The 
Paperback Movies Project, headed by Andy 
Lippman at the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology Media Lab, has shown that the 
amount of data in digitized video programs 
can be compressed (without altering the 
video program) by working only with the 
visual information that changes from one 
frame to the next. The convergence of these 
two trends—the falling cost of memory 
storage and improvements in data 
compression—will help bring the videocard 
closer to reality. The cost could reach prac- 
tical, consumer levels within 10 years. 

The videocard will probably have the 
height and width and be about three times the 
thickness of a credit card, featuring the 
movie’s logo on the front and pictures of the 
stars on the back. Encased in metal or hard 
plastic, the videocard will have a few small 
holes on one of its edges. These holes will 
give the playback device access to the chip 
encased in the card. А holographic 
‘assurance of quality’’ seal could make the 
cards difficult to duplicate illegally. 
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Futurelech 


The Changing View 

If and when they arrive, videocards will 
have a profound effect on how we rent, buy 
and watch movies and other programming. 
Smaller software means smaller hardware, 
and these cards will be about one-tenth 
the size of 8mm cassettes. Hypothetically, 
a Sony ‘‘Video Cardman’’ would be the 
size of a thin paperback book. Airborne 
movie-watching would change com- 
pletely—instead of an airline imposing its 
choice on viewers, viewers would choose 
from a library of cards and watch a movie 
on an LCD screen built into the back of the 
seat in front of them. With no moving parts 
or tape to wear out, videocards could 
theoretically provide an infinite number of 
plays with no reduction in quality. And with 
no need to shuttle from one part of a tape to 
another, access to any portion of a program 
would be instantaneous. 

With the arrival of the videocard, the 
video store as we know it could radically 
change or even disappear. The entire inven- 
tory of your local video emporium could be 
stored in a single vending machine (with 
transactions charged to an American Ex- 
press **Smart Сага,” of course). Super- 
market checkout counters could stock a few 
dozen titles just above the individually 
wrapped candy bars. At home, a collection 





of 200 movies could be slotted into 20 plastic 
storage sheets (10 per page) and put into a 
one-inch-thick, loose-leaf binder. On the 
other hand, the advent of the videocard may 
not mean the end of the video rental. The 
first generation of cards may well be too ex- 
pensive for most buyers and end up re- 
stricted to rental stores. (The cards could also 
address Hollywood's perennial concerns 
about illicit duplication and non-receipt of 
rental revenues, by including a. play- 
counting circuit and dupe-foiling encoding 
of the digital signal.) 


The Incredible 
Shrinking Videodisc 

The videocard is not the only substitute for 
the videocassette. Another alternate format 
is already with us: the laser videodisc. One- 
time recordable laser videodiscs are already 
being used in industrial applications, and 
discs that can be recorded on and erased 
many times are currently being demon- 
strated. At the same time, smaller laser 
videodiscs are being developed with longer 
running times than those currently available 
in such formats as CD-V, which only holds 
five minutes of moving video. 

The same factors that make videocards 
theoretically possible suggest that laser 
videodiscs may replace videocassettes in the 
near future, perhaps as an interim step 
toward videocards. While a movie on a 
12-inch disc may seem cumbersome in this 
CD age, movies on CD-sized five-inch discs 
are already within sight of current 
technology. 

Some form of small laser videodisc or 
even videocard could well be a reality within 
the first few years of the next century. But 
before you decide to cash in your VCR, con- 
sider two other trends that make the arrival 
of either technology an open question. One 
is the approach of high-definition television. 
By drastically improving the size and quality 
of TV images, HDTV will also raise the 
amount of data required to store the pictures, 
thus possibly pushing the arrival of tiny 
storage technologies further into the future. 
The other trend is the gradual spread of fiber 
optics and different high-powered data 
transmission systems throughout the nation's 
communications network. Any video picture 
that can be digitized can also be dispatched 
via phone or data transmission lines. At 
some point in the next century, when every 
home is wired with fiber optic cable, it may 
be possible to order up virtually any movie 
for instantaneous delivery at the touch of a 
button—truly the ultimate in impulse pay- 
per-view, completely eliminating the cable 
company middleman. And that would beat 
even videocards for convenience. [] 
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COMPROMISING WITH YOUR VIDEOTAPE IS LIKE COMPROMISING 
WITH ANY OTHER COMPONENT IN YOUR SYSTEM. 


Even the most advanced system is only as good as the 
tape you put into it. Thats why Maxell has created XL HiFi. 
Its superfine Epitaxial particles and unique binder Á 
technology have brought about dramatic improvements 
in signal-to-noise ratios. As well as a sharp reduction in 
dropout activity. And thanks to Maxell rigid quality 
control, this unsurpassed performance level is guar- 
anteed in every cassette. 
So match your tape to the other components | > | 
in your system and use only XL HiFi from Maxell. QE ӘХ Ж TheTape That Delivers 
Anything less and you could miss the big picture. « 7  HigherPerformance. 


421988 Maxell Corporation of America, 22-08 Route 208, Fair Lawn, N.J. 07410 
For additional information, circle No. 131 on Reader Service Card. 











“| ат zee best part of zee 
entire movie! | give myself a 10+ 
Гат DELIGHTFUL! WONDERFUL! 
PERFECT! C’est MAGNIFICENT!” 
— Napoleon Bonaparte. CONQUERING TIMES 





db AROUSING E 
ж XCITING. : 
and DEEPLY DISTURBING ИС. | 
Отип Freud, VIENNA EXAMINER 


қ “TWO THUMBS UP... gladly 
ыш would! give greater praise 
would but that | possessed 
more thumbs!” 
— Socrates, NEWSGREEK 


“Totally HOT!!! —— 
Ра stake my life on it. 
— Joan of Arc, 
TEEN MARTYR MAGAZINE 


History is about to be rewritten 
hy two guys who can't spell. 
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NELSON ENTERTAINMENT PRESENTS AN INTERSCOPE COMMUNICATIONS PRODUCTION 
ee QUISOUN/ MURPHEY PRODUCTIONS “BILL & TED'S EXCELLENT ADVENTURE 
KEANU REEVES ALEX WINTER GEORGE CARLIN 
vs DAVID NEWMAN sts: TIMOTHY SUHRSTEDT "се STEPHEN DEUTSCH 
sss TED FIELD. ROBERT W. CORT "=; CHRIS MATHESON & ED SOLOMON 
‘ws SCOTT KROOPE, MICHAEL $. MURPHEY, JOEL SOISSON "= STEPHEN HEREK 


[РС] PARENTAL ak 1 [ SOUNDTRACK ALBUM AVAILABLE ON A & М RECORDS, CASSETTES 2 COMPACT Discs. | A 
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In VHS and Beta. Hi-Fi Stereo, Еті; уе э Нә Pictures Release 


AVAILABLE ON VIDEOCASSETTE: AUGUST 31st 





SOME MATERIAL MAY NOT БЕ SUITABLE FOR CHILDREN 
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HOME VIDEO 
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Movie €ollector’s Handbook 


With movies becoming less expensive than ever to own, there has never 
been a better time to build a video library. In this special guide, Leonard 
Maltin, America’s most trusted movie critic, gives his suggestions for 

40 indispensable classics. Also: profiles of three ardent collectors, plus the 
10 Commandments of Tape and Disc Preservation. 


MALINS 


he trouble is I like movies too much. Or perhaps I should say I like too 
many movies. In either case, I’ve found it surprisingly difficult to pick 

40 movies that I believe to be the indispensable core of a home video collection—the i 
movies everyone should have. vx 

After all, how do you pick just one Hitchcock or one Chaplin? Which Fred 
Astaire-Ginger Rogers musical? Which John Ford or which Stanley Kubrick? 
Can I sincerely recommend only one Marx Brothers movie? 

After much soul-searching, I have settled on the list that follows—with a 
number of qualifications. For example, there are no foreign films here, as 
I don't think they are usually best served by the video medium; never- 
theless, leaving out Renoir's The Grand Illusion, Kurosawa's The Seven 
Samurai, Lang's M or Fellini's 875 is difficult. I also omitted silent 
movies for the same arbitrary reason: I feel that silents should be seen 
оп а big screen, so you can become enveloped by them. But if video 
is your medium of choice, then you would surely want The Big Parade, 
The Last Command, Show People, The Crowd or The Wedding March, 
to name just a few silents that are available in top-quality video transfers. № 

I have also left out short subjects and cartoons. No library can be ^97 
complete without a good selection of cartoons from Disney, Fleischer, = 
Warner Bros. and MGM. Not to mention the comedy shorts of Laurel | & Я 
and Hardy and the Little Rascals. э 

That said, here’s my highly arbitrary Top 40 list of feature movies, 
arranged in a strictly personal order. Omissions could be argued for days. In 
fact, that’s the great thing about video collecting: Every collection is infinitely 
expandable. So this list is just a beginning. But ГЇЇ stand by every title I’ve 
included. To me, these are the movies that should form the bedrock of any great 
movie collection. Each one has special qualities that make it unique, that keep it 
fresh through repeated viewings. If I were forced to live with these 40 titles for the 
rest of my life, I don’t think Га ever grow tired of any of them. They're just too good. 


























Movie Collector’s Handbook 


CASABLANCA (1943) 


My candidate for the greatest Hollywood movie ever 
made. Every line counts. Every camera movement 
heightens the drama. Every role down to the tiniest bit 
is cast to perfection. They just don't make 'em like this 
anymore. (MGM/UA cassette, LV disc) 


© 


CITIZEN KANE (7947) 


A unique achievement by Orson Welles that yields new 
insights—and new amazement—with every screening. 
Audacious, intelligent and a visual feast. (Turner 
cassette; Image LV and Criterion CAV discs) 


© 


THE MALTESE FALCON (941) 
John Huston’s directorial debut. A hardboiled mystery 
tale with not a wasted moment. And that cast: Bogart, 
Mary Astor, Sydney Greenstreet, Peter Lorre, all in 


rare form—with many others too numerous to mention. 
(MGM/UA cassette, LV disc) 
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SINGIN’ IN THE RAIN (7952) 


A Hollywood musical that is itself a tribute to the 
Hollywood musical—with a freshness and vitality 
that never wear out. I think it’s fair to say that 
Gene Kelly, Donald O’Connor and Debbie Reynolds 
have never been better. Ditto for those witty screen- 
writers Betty Comden and Adolph Green. (MGM/UA 
cassette, LV disc) < 


IT'S А WONDERFUL LIFE (7946) 


How can a movie retain its emotional impact after 
you've seen it a dozen times or more? I don’t know, 
but this one does, as Frank Capra and his alter ego, 
James Stewart, take us to the depth of a man's disillu- 
sionment with life, and then let us share in his redemp- 
tion. (Media and Republic cassettes; Pioneer “7% 
LV and Criterion CAV discs) 


@ 


THE WIZARD OF OZ (тозо) 


Arguably the greatest fantasy movie ever made. A 
joyous and colorful tale that has imbedded itself in our 
collective consciousness as few others have—and, just 
like the best stories and fables, it will never grow old. 
(MGM/UA cassette [new 50th anniversary edition]; 
Criterion CAV disc) 
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GONE WITH THE WIND (1939 


Storytelling at its peak. A massive novel on film that 
moves like the wind—and carries us along. Clark Gable 
and Vivien Leigh are the personification of screen cha- 
risma, and producer David O. Selznick’s eye for detail 
pays off in every scene. (MGM/UA cassette, LV disc) 
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DUMBO (1947) 


Can there be one Walt Disney cartoon feature that 
stands above the rest? The answer is personal, but this 
one has a special place in my heart: It makes me cry, 
it makes me smile and, in its greatest moments of 
imagination (like the Pink Elephants sequence), it 
leaves me breathless. (Walt Disney cassette, LV disc) 


Q 


A NIGHT AT THE OPERA (935) 


Groucho, Harpo and Chico are perfectly served by this 
slick MGM comedy that offers some of the boys’ 
greatest routines and set pieces. What’s more, the musi- 
cal and romantic interludes (usually a nuisance in Marx 
pictures) are entertaining as well. (MGM/UA cassette; 
Criterion CAV disc) 


IT’S А GIFT (1934) 







| W.C. Fields at the peak of his powers—and that’s 


powerfully funny indeed. The mere thought of Carl 
LaFong and Mr. Muckle starts me laughing; en- 
countering them anew on my screen is always a treat. 


(KVC cassette; Image and Pioneer LV discs) 
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MODERN TIMES 7936) 


Isolating one Chaplin movie is tough, but this one 
speaks with the most contemporary voice, and its social 
satire is as biting as ever. Paired with peerless slapstick 
scenes and an appealing Paulette Goddard, it’s pretty 
hard to beat. (Key cassette) 


© 
ALL ABOUT EVE (1950) 


Was there really a time when Hollywood dared 


p be this witty, this sophisticated, this intelligent? Writer- 


director Joseph L. Mankiewicz makes most of con- 
temporary moviemaking look like mush with this 
brilliant picture. Bette Davis and her sterling co- 
stars (including a young Marilyn Monroe) are ideal. 
(Key cassette) 
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SUNSET BOULEVARD (1950) 


A unique perspective on Hollywood permeates this 
darkly comic, richly sardonic movie directed and co- 
written by the great Billy Wilder. Gloria Swanson has 
the role of a lifetime as a faded silent-movie queen. 
(Paramount cassette, LV disc) 
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SWING TIME (7936) 


It's a tossup between this and Top Hat as the quintessen- 
tial Fred Astaire-Ginger Rogers dance musical, 
but I vote for this one. If it consisted of only one 
number, Jerome Kern and Dorothy Fields’ ‘‘Pick 
Yourself Up,” Га be content. Watching Fred and 
Ginger together is exhilarating. (Turner cassette; 
Criterion CAV disc) 


KING KONG (7933) 


Very few movies become part of our national lore, but 
this one has—and rightly so. It’s fantasy-adventure at 
its best, with special effects that still amaze and (more 
important) allow us to believe. (Turner cassette; 
Criterion CAV disc) 


STAGECOACH (7939) 


John Ford’s classic western simply gets better with age. 
The Indian attack has never been equaled—nor, for that 
matter, has the unique interplay among disparate 
characters. Young John Wayne reveals what star quali- 
ty is all about. (Warner cassette) 
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THE 39 STEPS (1935) 


Alfred Hitchcock reached an early peak with this 
British gem that gracefully and effortlessly mixes 
suspense, sex and wit in equal doses. Robert Donat and 
Madeleine Carroll are superb in the leads. Forget the 
two remakes. (KVC, Discount and Video Yesteryear 


cassettes) 


REAR WINDOW (7954) 


Only Hitchcock could set himself a challenge like 
this and clear its hurdles so entertainingly: a leading 
man (James Stewart) confined to a wheelchair 
and a pattern of suspense played out in long 
shot across a courtyard. Clearly the work 
of a master. (MCA cassette, LV disc) 
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42ND STREET (7933) 


The definitive Busby Berkeley backstage musical still 
works its charm, despite its antique ways. Perhaps it’s 
the energy, or perhaps it’s the pre-Production Code 
spice. Either way, this early talkie has more guts, and 
more gumption, than its much tamer stage revival of 
recent years. With Warner Baxter, Ruby Keeler, Dick 
Powell, Ginger Rogers. (MGM/UA cassette [scheduled 
for fall release]; Pioneer and Image LV discs) 


go 


THE GODFATHER (1972) and 
THE GODFATHER PART II (7974 


The gangster movie reached new heights of drama and 
involvement in the hands of author Mario Puzo and 
director Francis Ford Coppola. And the curse of most 
> movie sequels is broken by a follow-up that in some 
ways is even better than the original. There's also a re- 
edited-for-video The Godfather: The Complete Epic 
(1981), which reworks the two original movies in 
chronological sequence and includes footage not in 
either one, but I must admit I’ve never caught up with 
it. With Marlon Brando, Al Pacino, Robert De Niro, 
Diane Keaton, James Caan, Robert Duvall. (Para- 
mount cassettes, LV discs) adul; 
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NASHVILLE (1975) B 


Robert Altman's epic, multicharacter drama seemed 
incredibly exciting when it first appeared, and it still 
packs the same punch today, with a spontaneity and a 
credibility that are rare. With Ronee Blakley, Karen 
Black, Keith Carradine, Lily Tomlin, Henry Gibson, 
Shelley Duvall. (Paramount cassette, LV disc) 


22) 


MISTER ROBERTS (1955) 


11 Henry Fonda, James Cagney, Jack Lemmon and 
William Powell in a wonderful comedy that showcases 
four great actors at their best. Rarely has a Broadway 
play come to the screen and shown no trace of its stage 
origins. (Warner cassette) 
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BLACK NARCISSUS (7946) 


The writer-director team of Michael Powell and Emeric 
Pressburger is best known for The Red Shoes, but this 
steamy melodrama is even better: emotional and ex- 
otic. It’s also the most beautiful Technicolor movie ever 
made. With Deborah Kerr, Jean Simmons, Sabu. (Vid- 
America cassette; Criterion CLV disc) 




















Шош юш ш иш ш юш ш иш ш иш шешш eee ee H _ 


ЈЕСУ 1:9:8/9 721 








Movie Collector’s Handbook 


THE MIRACLE OF 
MORGAN’S CREEK (1944) 


Preston Sturges made a handful of great comedies in 
the "405, all of which are required viewing—though this 
one offers more belly laughs than any of the others. It’s 
outrageous, fall-down funny (and that’s literally true). 
(Paramount cassette) 


Т 0 THE EMPIRE STRIKES BACK (1984) 


Of the modern-day special-effects, outer-space sagas, 
I find this one's the best. It assumes you've seen its 
predecessor, Star Wars, but it tops the original in a 
number of ways. Saturday matinee adventurers never 
had it so good. With Mark Hamill, Carrie Fisher, Har- 
rison Ford, Alec Guinness. (CBS/Fox cassette; Image 
LV disc) 


THE ADVENTURES OF 
CAPTAIN MARVEL (7947) 


The best serial ever made—naive by today’s standards 
but still an awful lot of fun, with great stuntwork and 
impressive special effects. And you don’t have to wait 
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DAVIDWEINER'S MUSICALMANIA 


ong Island, New York, video buff David 
Weiner started collecting cassettes of 
movie musicals even before he owned 
his first VCR. ‘‘Back in the '70s, | was into col- 
lecting records, principally by the big bands, '' 
he says. ''Sincealot of what the bands played 
were movie songs, | would watch for those 
movies on TV or go see them whenever they 
turned up at revival houses. Then, when they 
started coming out on home video, the chance 
to actually own a copy of the ones | liked best 
became a knockout kind of thing for me. At 
first, | wasn’t sure how long certain titles 
would be available, so | started buying them 
in the early '80s—to make sure | wouldn't 
miss out on them after | could afford a VCR. 
The first title | bought was the 1930 King 
à of Jazz, and then such favorites of mine 
^. asThe Pirate, Bells Are Ringing, Cabin in 
the Sky, West Side Story and all the Fred 
Astaire-Ginger Rogers musicals. 
Weiner estimates he now has about 250 
movie musicals in his collection—all on cas- 
sette. He also collects sci-fi movies, but 
musicals are his main love. And, in general, 
he prefers the quality of a prerecorded cassette 
over what he could get taping the same movie 


a whole week to see what happens in the next of its 12 
chapters. (Republic cassette) 


E.T. THE EXTRA-TERRESTRIAL (7982) 


A contemporary fable that touches all hearts, all genera- 
tions. Despite the fantasy trappings, it’s really about 
innocence lost and found, and perhaps that’s why it ap- 
peals to the child in all of us. (MCA cassette, LV disc) 


THE SEARCHERS (1956) 


John Ford’s most beautiful western, and that’s saying 


alot. The elegance of simplicity is summed up in its 


final shot, with John Wayne framed in a door- 
way (one picture that's worth a thousand 
words). (Warner cassette, LV disc) 


SOME LIKE IT HOT (959) 


One of the all-time great comedies, with that 
sharp Billy Wilder edge, plus great perfor- 
mances from Jack Lemmon, Tony 
Curtis and Marilyn Monroe. It's 
easy to forget just how funny this 


59, 


from TV. ''You can't beat the sharpness and 
cleanness of the copies "ме bought of The Court 
Jester, Rosalie, Kid Millions and Whoopee, '' 
he says. ''There are exceptions, of course, par- 
ticularly where Macrovision is used.’’ 

Weiner also feels that MGM/UA deserves 
special praise for releasing its musicals on a 
regular basis, while the great musicals of other 
companies languish in the vaults. ‘As a big 
band fan,’’ he says, “I keep waiting for 
CBS/Fox to release the two Glenn Miller movies 
they have, Sun Valley Serenade and Orchestra 
Wives. You can still buy Miller’s recordings in 
the stores—but where are the videos?’’ 

Between his extensive record collection and 
his ever-expanding videocassette collection, 
Weiner says that one of the rooms of his home 
has become, in effect, a media library. His 
videocassettes already fill two bookcases and 
it won't be long, he says, before he needs a 
third. Weiner adds that part of the fun of own- 
ing a specific collection is being able to share 
viewing with friends. ‘‘Just last week,’’ he 
says, ‘‘l had some friends іп to watch the 
restored version of A Star Is Born—in stereo, 
now that І have a stereo VCR.” 

—Roy Hemming 
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movie is—until you watch it again. (MGM/UA cas- 
sette, LV disc) 


BRIEF ENCOUNTER (7945) 


Adult romance, as no one else has ever dared to show 
it. Noel Coward's script, David Lean's direction, and 
the understated appeal of Celia Johnson and Trevor 
Howard turn this simple story into something special— 
with Rachmaninoff's music as the icing on the cake. 
(Paramount cassette) 


HIS GIRL FRIDAY (1940) 


The ultimate fast-talking, hard-boiled comedy. A 
remake of The Front Page, it goes full-throttle from 
start to finish, with Cary Grant, Rosalind Russell and 
a superb collection of character actors under the 
direction of Howard Hawks. (Prism, Video 
Yesteryear, KVC, Discount and United cassettes) 


THE GRADUATE (1967) 


Many of the '60s' most topical movies have 
become quaint (or unwatchable) period pieces, 


a long time. Charlene Lowder started 
less than two years ago, but she now 
has around 300 videocassettes. In fact, 
her collection is growing so fast that she 
and her husband, James, are in the process 
of redesigning one of the rooms of their 
home in Dover, New Jersey, to accommodate 
new shelving to replace the drawers and 
old file cabinet where they now store all 
their tapes. 

“i've been а movie fan all my life,’’ says 
Lowder, who works as a data entry coor- 
dinator for an elevator company. ‘‘But it got 
just too expensive for our family to go out to 
the movies as often as we'd like—and my hus- 
band also got sick of sitting on bubble gum all 
the time. So, we decided to look into a VCR. 

А+ first we just rented movies, but as the 
prices for tapes came down, we started buy- 
ing more and more. | began with some of the 
Disney titles I'd seen when | was growing up, 
so that | could enjoy them again with my own 
children. '' 

Lowder now collects action-adventure 
movies for her husband, mostly comedies for 
herself, and series such as Faerie Tale Theatre 


М ot all video collectors have been at it for 





but not this comedy-drama. It’s easy to see why Dustin 
Hoffman became a star on the strength of this movie, and 
Simon and Garfunkel’s music sounds as good as ever. 
(Nelson cassette; Pioneer LV and Criterion CAV discs) 


JAWS (1975) 


When does bubble-gum entertainment become great 
moviemaking? When a talent like Steven Spielberg 
and a host of creative collaborators get to work on 
a juicy adventure yarn like this. Even after repeated 
viewings, it never loses its bite. With Roy Scheider, 
Robert Shaw, Richard Dreyfuss. (MCA cassette, 


LV disc) 
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CHARLENE LOWDER’S FAMILY AFFAIR 


for her daughter, Shari. Lowder has also 
started collecting some documentary series, 
such as The Kennedy Years, which she feels 
are important educational tools for a family. 

“Му own favorites are movies like Willow, 
E.T. and The Color Purple,” she says. ''l 
feel these are going to be classics of the sort 
you never get tired of watching.'' That 
aspect—rewatchability—is important to 
Lowder: ‘‘We watch most of our movies two 
or three times within the month that we 
get them, because you keep discovering 
new things with each viewing. Then we'll 


go back to certain titles a few months later.'' 
Lowder feels that a good movie can be 


put them aside for a while and maybe / 4 
up 


piece of music can be listened to again 
апа again. 

She also believes in viewing her 
collection as comfortably as possi- 
ble. ‘‘We like to watch most of our movies 
in bed,’’ she says, ''especially since we have 
a bed that goes up and down and sup- 
ports your back while you're watching. You 
can't watch that comfortably in a movie 
theater!'' —R.H. 


watched over and over, just as a good у м 


THE BRIDE OF 
FRANKENSTEIN (7935) 


One of those rare times when a sequel tops the 
original. James Whale’s follow-up to his 1931 
classic Frankenstein is a gem, with a pa- 
rade of memorable moments—and Boris Kar- 
loff at his best. With Elsa Lanchester, 
Colin Clive, Valerie Hobson, Ernest 
Thesiger, Dwight Frye. (MCA 
cassette, LV disc) 
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THE ADVENTURES OF 
ROBIN HOOD з) 


The swashbuckler of choice for most movie buffs—and 
the class act of its genre. Errol Flynn, Olivia de 
Havilland, Basil Rathbone and Claude Rains head the 
cast, Erich Wolfgang Korngold provides the music and 
Technicolor paints the images in vivid hues. (MGM/UA 
cassette; Pioneer LV disc) 


LOST HORIZON (7937) 


Ronald Colman is perfectly cast as a globe-trotting 
adventurer whose destiny leads him to Shangri-La, in 
this vivid adaptation of James Hilton’s novel, directed 
by Frank Capra. Talk about wish fulfillment! (RCA/Co- 


THE 10 
COMMANDMENTS 
OF TAPE AND DISC 

PRESERVATION 


A video collection is only 
as good as the condition of 
the tapes and discs in it. 
Following these 10 tips— 
suggested by Fuji, Maxell 
and 3M—should help keep 
your tapes and discs in tip- 
top shape. 

1. Store tapes and discs in 
their boxes and sleeves. 

2. Store tapes and discs 
upright. Position tapes ver- 
tically with the full hub below 
the empty hub. 

3. Keep them dry. Mildew 
and condensation can build 
up on dormant tapes. 

4. Avoid storage in extreme 
heat or cold. Purists insist on 
a strict 70?, 5096 humidity 
storage environment. 

5. Keep tapes away from 
magnetic fields (TV sets, loud- 
speakers, electric motors). 
Magnetism may erase tapes. 
6. Fast-forward and rewind 
your tapes all the way, once 


lumbia cassette, LV disc) 





TERMS OF ENDEARMENT (1984) 


| А movie that wears its heart on its sleeve and 
№ сагп its tears honestly, with a gallery of fine 
characterizations by Shirley MacLaine, Debra Winger, 
Jeff Daniels and Jack Nicholson. Tearjerkers should all 
be this good. (Paramount cassette, LV disc) 


every six months. 

7. Label all of your tapes 
and make sure the protection 
tab is broken to prevent ac- 
cidentally erasing a program 
you want to save. 

8. Never leave tapes in your 
VCR; they may stretch. 

9. Never touch the tape or 
disc surface. Fingerprints and 
skin oils can cause damage. 
10. Keep your machine dean. 
Routine maintenance will en- 
sure optimum performance. 


DR. STRANGELOVE 


Or: How I Learned to Stop Worrving 
and Love the Bomb (1964) 


Black comedy at its most pungent, under the direction 
of Stanley Kubrick. The insanity of war and of war 
gamesmanship are richly depicted by Peter Sellers (in 
three separate roles), George C. Scott and a handpicked 
cast. (RCA/Columbia cassette, LV disc) 





ANNIE HALL (1977) 


Woody Allen reached his first plateau as filmmaker 
with this beautifully realized comedy, the first in his 
career to depend on something more than jokes (though 
the jokes are great). (MGM/UA cassette, LV disc) 


MOONSTRUCK (7937) 


Just when you thought charm and characterization were 
gone from moviemaking, along comes this wonderful 
ethnic comedy. Bravo to director Norman Jewison and 
author John Patrick Shanley—not to mention Cher and 
a colorful cast. A la famiglia! (MGM/UA cassette; 
Pioneer LV disc) LJ 


FRED CHRISS’ CORNUCOPIA 
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and have been since the late '70s,"’ says 
Fred Chriss of Los Angeles. ''1 guess 
I have about 1,000 Beta tapes and about 700 
laser discs. And | designed my own media 
room long before people were calling it that.’’ 
His setup includes a 32-inch monitor/receiver, 
a top-of-the-line laser disc player, Beta and 
VHS VCRs, and lots of audio/video switching 
equipment. He used to have a projection TV 
as well, but, he says, ''l got sick of the com- 
promised quality, so | got rid of АШ 
Chriss’ collection runs the gamut from Ing- 
mar Bergman dramas to what he calls 
"American junk movies—you know, things 
like The Towering Inferno, disaster 
movies.'' He especially likes sci-fi movies, 
and his favorites in that category—all in 
their laser disc editions—include Invasion 
of the Body Snatchers, This Island Earth, 
The Day the Earth Stood Still and The 
Thing. He is also the proud owner of a long- 
out-of-print DiscoVision laser disc of The In- 
credible Shrinking Man. 
Five years ago, Chriss became so im- 
mersed in the world of video that he 
opened his own video store, Video Active, in 


14 | т а video maniac—no doubt about it— 


L.A. He feels that having been a collector 
himself for so many years gives him an 
edge in understanding customers’ needs. 
His biggest gripe about the industry today 
is the inconsistency in the quality of source 
materials that companies use for both 
cassettes and discs, plus the poor panning and 
scanning of widescreen movies for video 
release, in addition to skimping in other 
areas. 

‘‘Forexample,’’ he says, ''l just got a disc 
of All About Eve that I’ve been waiting for 
years to be released, and there's so much 
racket in the audio channel that you can’t hear 
all the dialogue! And a disc of The Day the 
Earth Stood Still that | also waited and waited 
for has compromised visuals. What bugs me 
is that some companies just don’t seem will- 
ing to spend a dime beyond the absolute 
minimum to get their releases out, while 
others pull out all the stops to give the public 
the very best, such as the Star Wars release. 
That's why 1 think it's important that anyone 
starting a video collection seek out a store 
that’s run by someone who really knows the 
inventory and can steer you right on which 
versions are the ones to have.'' —R.H 
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| AMADEUS | 652972 | WEST SIDE STORY — — — | 050592 | TOKILLA MOCKINGBIRD | — 1022282 | 
3661042 
LEM WE TIT ON RN c шш Miror 
FOLLOW THAT BIRD 6117232 
О О И И ЕЕ E NUR REGI UNE - 
THE VOYAGE HOME | LABAMBA — | 1963032 | APOCALYPSE Now | 2001132 — | ми | 198200 | 
| SOUTHPACIFIC | 3506452 [| эт — | 5488002 — | THE LAST UNICORN | 0685022 | rHEDEADPOOL | 655052 | 
quam | BEVERLY HILLS COP — | 2053352 | SINGIN' IN THE RAIN — | 25452 | THESTING | 1005292 [| TOPGUN — — — — | 4260222 | 
THE TEN COMMANDMENTS "Ed E I лы анса әш | oue ет шош 
2026552 | ANNIE — | 15612 | THE EMPIRE STRIKES BACK | 0910412 | AND THE SUNDANCE KID 0517632 
AN OFFICER AND Е A 
ells A GENTLEMAN | BILOXIBLUES | 682202 | CADDYSHACK == | 6023262 | THERUNNINGMAN | 4956062 | 
СЕЛИ АЕА OSS Ect ae Re М - | FATALBEAUTY — — — | 2785072 | МАН [| 0592 | 
| IMAGINE: JOHN LENNON | 6368032 | THE WRATH OF KHAN 2013352 3 | THEQUIET MAN — — | 4032122 | DOCTOR DOOLITTLE | 073242 | 
| THE UNTOUCHABLES — | 4321042 | OKLAHOMA! — — — — | 0054392 | | HAMBURGER HILL | — 4954082 | ARTHUR — [| 6024332 | 
IRON АЕ — — — | 7902 | CAMELOT — — — — | — 6027482 | |50448) | 5489092 | MANNEQUIN — | wma | 
| ABOVETHELAW — — | 6336022 — | EMPIREOFTHESUN — | 6332062 | | JUMPIN'JACKFLASH | 3627072 | DIRTY HARRY — — — — [| 60752 | 
THE HOUSE ON | FLASHDANCE — — ^ — | 2018222 — | THEBIGCHILL |) — 1527692 | 
| BODYHEAT — —  — | 6020112 — | THE KARATE KIDI | — 1894152 | 
DEATH WISH 4: ЫСЫ 
THE CRACKOOWN 3449092 ыры ото ЕСИ нын 
OF THE THIRD KIND 1510272 | LITTLE SHOP 
SES crue | шер | 
C 38, THE MOTION PICTURE | THEKARATEKID — — — | 1710412 | WITNESS, | 411402 | 
AND AUTOMOBILES 4394002 | THE PRINCESS BRIDE — | — 1250052 — | | THECARE BEARS MOVIE I| | 1862132 | FUNNYGIRL |) 1511262 | 
EEUU EST 
| THE AFRICAN QUEEN | 0511362 | THE SEARCH FOR SPOCK CHILDREN OF A 
MY FMA ЕАУ 57.5. ПОТТЕРЕ В СООО ж 19502” | DD vic o eM UE О atin 
BRUCE SPRINGSTEEN | ao a | ш н | а отл тюш 
ANTHOLOGY (1978-1988) 4688012 ANNIV; SWIMSUIT VIDEO 0674022 [ВЕНЕ el ВИ 
| BEETLEJUICE | 6330082 | CROCODILE DUNDEE II | 441502 | MARRIED TO THE MOB | 236102 — | THE COLOR PURPLE | 6301022 | GORILLAS IN THE MIST | 5804072 | 
| colons | 2355072 [| PLATOON | 6500282 | MOONSTRUCK — | 2716012 | LETHAL WEAPON | 6308222 | YOUNGGUNS | 7266042 | 
*Not available in BETA ©1989, CBS Records Inc. CBS Video Club, 1400 N. Fruitridge, Terre Haute, IN 47811-1112 





To rent—or to own your favorite 


For fastest service, use your credit card and 
movies? It’s a question of dollars and CHOOSE ONLY THE our toll free number. Just call 24 hours a day! 1-800-CBS-4804 





sense-and nothing makes more sense than жы | Re es oe eS арна й 
this incredible deal now offered by the CBS MOVIES YOU WANT. Е 
Video Club! CBS VIDEO CLUB Dept. FK3 


Heres ye О operaie ощ Ї Бо. Box Ш2, Terre Haute, IN 47811-1112 Advance Selections 
every tour weeks (up Lo 15 times a year) we Yes, please enroll me inthe CBS Video Club 


SIX HIT MOVIES send YON OUL CBS Video Club M agazine, - under the terms outlined in this advertisement. SAVE UP TO $130 MORE— 
ONLY 89¢ EACH. reviewing our Director's Selection, plus Asa member, I need buy just sixmoremoviesat | HAVE LESS TO BUY LATER! 


many alternate movies. And up to four regular Club prices within the next three years. 

FLUG SHIPPINSIHANDUNGIWITH MEMBERSHIP Send me these 6 movies for 89e each You may order one or two more movies now for only $14.95 
plus $6.00 shipping & handling ( Total $11.34). each-so you can save up to $130! Whats more, each — 

discount purchase immediately reduces your membership 





times a year, you may also receive offers of 
Seems too good to be true? Then Special Selections, usually at a discount off 


take а good look at the listing above. We'll regular Club prices, for a total of up to 17 Я 

send you any six of over 165 terrific movies buying opportunities. за Аа 

for 894 each, just for joining now. If you want the Director's Selection, Also send my first selection for $14. 95 plus $1.75 
And you can even get 2 more movies don't do a thing—it’ll arrive automatically. If shipping/handling which I'm adding to my $11.34 

at a savings of up to $65 each (see box in you'd prefer an alternate movie, or none at Pom еу 

coupon). And that’s only the beginning. all, just mail the card always provided by осе 010) КЕТЕРЕ 


the date specified. You'll always have two 


PAY NO MEMBERSHIP FEE. full weeks to decide. (If you ever receive a 


tape before having had two weeks to 
Even with an upfront deal as good as decide, just send it back at our expense.) 
ours, there’s no membership fee. All we 


ask is that you buy six more movies at HALF-PRICE BONUS PLAN. 


Check опе: O VHS О BETA 
Please check how paying: 





ni And also send still one more selection for an 


itional $14.95 plus $1. 75 shipping/handling. | 
1 My check is enclosed. P75/P77/P79 vere КТА dius: Pop andi 


C Charge my introductory movies and more (instead of 6) in БҮТКІЛ 
future Club purchases to: the next 3 years. 


Г] MasterCard Г] Diners Club 

















regular Club prices within the next three ГІ American Express O VISA P76/P78/P80 
years. After fulfilling your membership 

And you'll have no problem in find- obligation, you'll automatically become eli- 
ing six movies you want, because our gible for our Half-Price Bonus Plan. With | Neco Е аа Е ро 
library holds over 2,700 titles; from the each movie you buy at regular Club prices, 
very newest releases to classical favorites. the plan currently allows you to take another | Signature 
Our regular Club prices currently range movie of equal value or less at 50% off. 
from $79.95 to $29.95, plus shipping and Name Phanel ) 
handling; and we also offer a selection of 10-DAY RISK-FREE TRI AL. | 
lower-priced videocassettes, down to I Address Apt 
$14.95. Your only membership obligation is Join today and we'll send your intro- арлан ғы БЕЛГІ” a НЫ И 
to buy six movies within the next three ductory movies, along with more details on City St Z 
years, for as little as $29.95 each—and how the Club works. If you're not satisfied, ое О 

. Е : ТТК Note: CBS Video Club reserves the right to reject any application or cancel any membership. 

may cancel membership anytime after return everything within 10 days for a full, Offer limited to continental U.S. (excluding Alaska) and Canada. Canadian residents will be serviced from 528/F89 
doing so. prompt refund and no further obligation. Toronto (offer may vary). Applicable sales tax added to all orders. 


| Tiny TV/VCR combos are here. 


| () BY FRANK VIZARD 


icture yourself in a boat on a river, on a fast-moving plane, train 
or automobile. You’ve settled in for the ride, ready to relax. You 
dip into your bag for that little something you’ve been saving for a 
long trip. No, it’s not Bonfire of the Vanities, though it is about 
the size of a hardcover book. The flick of a switch fires up a 
screen. You slip a videotape in, kick back and enjoy the show. 
That's getting “‘personal,’’ in the video sense. 

Personal video is an idea familiar to anyone who's ever brought 
a portable or pocket television to a ballpark or picnic. But 
recently, the concept has expanded to include videotape 
playback. The call for a portable VCR small enough to take on 
trips is obvious. While you can whip out a pocket TV on any air, land or 
sea journey, television reception is frequently poor or even non-existent 
during such passages. In an age in which time is becoming an even more 
precious commodity, the chance to view tapes of your favorite program—or 
even a work-related video memo—represents productive use of time that's 
often otherwise squandered. 

When somebody plunks one of these little devices down on your lap with 
Die Hard playing on the screen, it's hard not to be impressed. But a lot of 
people wonder whether the personal, or laptop, video revolution will catch 
fire the way VCRs, camcorders and the Walkman did before it. 

Many manufacturers, for instance, have rushed out laptop video pro- 
totypes in a dazzling display of space-saving design technology. Consumers, 
however, are again being asked to endure the confusing format battles that 
plagued the early VCR and—more recently—camcorder markets. In addition 
to that unappealing prospect, the message from many manufacturers who've 
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Panasonic 


The personal video array: 
(clockwise, from top right) 
Sharp’s VC-V540U, Panasonic’s 
AV Pocket Watch prototype, 
Sony’s GV-8 Video Walkman, 
Casio’s VF-3000. 


A UGU: S«T- 1 9:8 9.27 





Top photo: Jamie Padgett 


Laptop Video 


unveiled intriguing laptop prototypes seems to be: оок, but don’t 
buy.” In many cases, they haven't said when—or even if—they will 
offer the new models for sale. 

® fit weren't for Sony and the 8mm format, we probably wouldn't 
even be asking these questions. Portable TV/VCR combina- 
tions—long a staple of corporate presentations—are nothing 
new. But by following some of the design trails they blazed with 
their Walkman and Discman products, Sony engineers were able to 
shrink the TV/VCR combo into a package that's easy to carry around. 
The potential of the 8mm system, with its small cassettes and playback 
mechanism, provided Sony with the opportunity to add video to its 
popular audio Walkman concept. 

The result of the company's laptop video experiments was the in- 
troduction last year of the GV-8 Video Walkman, which houses a 
VCR апа three-inch, color liquid crystal display (LCD) television 
screen in a package measuring about 
2%х5х8 (HxWxD, in inches) and weigh- 
ing just 2% pounds. It offers up to four 
hours of playing time in the extended-play 
(EP) mode or two hours in standard play 
(SP) with a P6-120 8mm cassette. 

The GV-8 lists for about $1,300, a price 
at which Sony manages to include most of 
the features you'd find on a basic full-size 
VCR. The GV-8 can record VHF and 
UHF broadcasts or time-shift them with its 
one-day/one-event timer. Its high-speed 
picture search allows you to quickly scan 
through any recording. 

The TV portion of the GV-8 incor- 
porates an active matrix system that offers 
improved sharpness, contrast and color 
purity over previous passive LCD screens. 
It's also backlit to keep the image from 
becoming washed out in bright sunlight, 
a common problem with LCD screens. 
For outdoor convenience, the GV-8 
operates on either a rechargeable nickel- 
cadmium battery or standard alkaline bat- 
teries. Battery life is about one hour in the VCR mode, while TV- 
only play uses less power. Sony recently took the wraps off a nearly 
identical model, the GV-9, with a larger four-inch screen. 

Though it hasn't announced plans for an introduction yet, Fisher 
has displayed a prototype TV/VCR much like Sony's GV-8. The 
Fisher 8mm machine offers a slightly larger 32-inch LCD screen. 

While Sony took the lead in bringing personal video to market, 
the VHS camp will not likely concede the category. Full-size VHS 
cassettes, which are necessary to compete with 8mm's two- to four- 
hour playback capability, make for a far bulkier package. So, 
engineers had the deck stacked against them when they began reduc- 
ing the size of VHS machines. 

Just how small the VHS camp could make a TV/VCR combination 
is evident with Casio's VF-3000 ($1,399), which measures 8x6x3 
and weighs about five pounds. The video head drum used in the 
VF-3000 is smaller than that used in a full-size VCR. And while the 
tape is wound three-quarters of the way around the drum within 
the VF-3000, a regular VCR operates with the tape wound 
about halfway around the tape drum. This means that the 
amount of videotape coming into contact with the VF-3000's 
tape heads is the same as it would be in larger VCRs. 

The 8mm vs. VHS laptop challenge has led to some 
other handy miniaturization and hefty pricing. Sharp, 
for example, offers its vision of personal video, the — 
VC-V540U, a VHS TV/VCR combo, for a list price 


Popular Mechanics video columnist Frank Vizard writes 
about home entertainment for several publications. 
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High concept: JVC’s Concept С prototype 
includes a detachable camera and LCD screen. 


of $1,900. The VC-V540U, however, is the size of half a briefcase, 
measuring around 12x10x5 and weighing 12 pounds. Its active matrix 
LCD screen measures four inches diagonally, and power is supplied 
by either AC, DC, a car battery or rechargeable batteries. 

Even with its high price and large size, the VC-V540U comes up 
a little short. There’s no built-in TV tuner to receive broadcasts, 
though there are audio/video input jacks for connection to a tuner 
(a rather whimsical attribute since odds are if you’re near a separate 
tuner, you’re probably also near a normal-size TV screen). The 
VC-V540U could be used, however, as a portable recorder of TV 
broadcasts. Instead of aiming for couch potatoes on the run, in the 
company’s marketing strategy, Sharp plans to emphasize the 
VC-V540U’s benefits as a tool for busy executives to fire off 
audio/video memos. 

Hitachi plans to go the laptop video route sans TV tuner as well. 
Due in September, the company’s VT-LCSOU ($1,699) offers VHS 
Hi-Fi sound through headphones as well 
as monaural playback through a built-in ex- 
ternal speaker. The LCD screen is a whop- 
ping (by laptop standards) five inches. The 
7’/,o-pounder measures roughly 15x9x3 1⁄2 
and features automatic rewind, rewind 
shut-off, bi-directional visual search, 
freeze-frame and on-screen display of the 
various functions and battery level. Power 
is available either from a rechargeable bat- 
tery or from AC or DC sources. 


hy no tuners? Hitachi, Sharp 

and others are likely to continue 

to introduce personal video prod- 

ucts without tuners due to an 
unresolved color TV dumping case dating 
from 1976. The suit alleges that a number 
of Japanese color television makers were 
selling TVs at less than fair value in the 
US. Since personal video machines with- 
out tuners don’t qualify as TVs, they’re not 
subject to any penalties or tariffs that may 
be due once the case is settled. In explain- 
ing the omission, a spokesperson from Sharp also noted the typical- 
ly poor television reception encountered on the road. 

At first glance, and ignoring questions of software availability, it 
would appear that 8mm has a bit of a jump on VHS, both in price 
and portability. ** We're not ready to abdicate the market to 8mm, ”’ 
says Stan Hametz, vice president and general manager of Panasonic's 
consumer video division. Ме be- 
lieve there's a pretty good chance 
of a real personal video market. ”’ 
And that's where the VHS camp's 
compact competitor may come in. 

While VHS equipment makers 
are cur- 
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Continued on page 85 


One for the road: Hitachi’s 
VT-LC50U VHS Hi-Fi laptop. 
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de NT THE KILL! 
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One woman. ыб men. One who is willing to | *6 MONTHS PPV. HOLDBACK 
die protecting her...One who'll make killing her | *12 MONTHS T.V. HOLDBACK 
the last thing he does! Starring John Stuart | '! YEAR PRICE GUARANTEE 


Wildman (DEADLY WEAPON, TERROR NIGHT, | #1019/COLOR/95 MINUTES 
THE IMP), Mitzi Kapture and Blake Bahner. | $79.95 LIST PRICE 
Directed by Don Jones. МОТ AVAILABLE THROUGH COMMTRON 


PREBOOK DATE: AUGUST 21 ON SALE DATE: SEPTEMBER 7 


SHAPIRO GLICKENHAUS ENTERTAINMENT PRESENTS , GARY GIBBS ког» “LETHAL PURSUIT" 
sex MITZI KAPTURE BLAKE BAHNER wa JOHN STUART WILDMAN «sss BLAKE GIBBONS WILLIAM KERR uc THOM ADCOX 
"зон YORAM BARZILIAI "^5: RICHARD HIERONYMUS “= DOUG JACKSON кб STUART ASBJORNSON 


RESTRICTED ы н PRODUCE ІШІДІ РУ Чи 
RE. ШЕКА 0885 DON А S GATE 


ENTERTS UN MENT 
For additional information, circle No. 114 on Reader Service Card. 
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66 E t was а show of yesterday and tomorrow,”’ quipped in- 


dustry analyst Robert Gerson of the recent Consumer Elec- 

tronics Show (CES) held in Chicago. The annual trade 
event drew an estimated 57,000 people for four days in June to see 
the latest in electronics. But, as Gerson noted, this CES was 
dominated by fairly familiar products and technologies on one hand, 
and on the other, stunning prototypes that may not reach store 
shelves for years. 

Among the attention-getting prototypes were JVC’s Concept C 
personal video system (the tiniest TV/VCR combo yet), Panasonic’s 
beam-index, flat-tube TV set and Toshiba’s still-video camera, 
which can record images on a solid-state card. 

That’s not to say there weren’t some eye-opening here-and-now 
products. The VCR field showed a continuing trend toward near- 
professional capabilities in home editing (most impressive: 
Panasonic’s PV-535). In televisions, screen sizes keep creeping up; 


SONY'S CCD-TR5 HANDYCAM > 

While even three- and four-pound camcorders have dimensions that 
inhibit using them as everyday items, Sony's new 8mm CCD-TRS, 
which is less than five inches high and wide and about seven inches 
long, can be carried in a coat pocket or purse. Without battery and 
tape, the model weighs in at a mere 1% pounds. 

More amazing than its dimensions is the number of features the 
CCD-TR5 packs into such a small package: full auto focus and auto 
white balance, variable speed electronic shutter, one-page digital 
superimposer and even an insert edit feature. 

The real importance of the FL breakthrough becomes more obvious 
as you handle the camcorder. The whole thing fits comfortably in your 
palm and is easier to handle than most 35mm still cameras. The single, 
switchable A/V input/output terminal combined with a full-featured 
VCR section enhances the model's convenience even more. Arriving in 
August at a list price of $1,500, the CCD-TR5 ought to add still more 
fire to the 8mm vs. VHS-C battle. (G. K.) 


УТРЕО REVIEW. 


An up-close look at the 


coolest gear for fall—and beyond 


Mitsubishi showed a 70-inch projection set. And improved 
definition—or IDTV —technology continues to spread. 

Longtime video industry observers got a sense of deja vu watch- 
ing the crowds jam Nintendo's enormous booth and seeing the ar- 
rival of new incompatible game systems including NEC's 
TurboGrafx-16 and Sega's Genesis. Another blast from the past 
was the resurgence of the format battle pitting VHS backer JVC 
against 8mm supporter Sony. At least four companies showed new 
VHS VCRs able to accept VHS-C cassettes without an adapter, and 
VHS-C personal video TV/VCR prototypes were much in 
evidence. Sony fired back with an impressive new advance in 8mm 
miniaturization, its latest version of the classic Handycam. 

VR editors James B. Meigs, Gregory P. Fagan and Glenn Ken- 
ny and contributors Ron Goldberg and Marc Wielage tweaked 
knobs, pawed prototypes and pestered manufacturers both on and 
off the show floor in order to assemble this special preview. 
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and superb color quality) was im- four-inch LCD screen. Toshiba 





pressive. But even more impressive engineers have also developed an 
was the way the IC card system "electronic photo album’”’ that 
stores picture information. While stores up to 1,600 still-video im- 
all other video formats record on ages on a single digital audiotape 
magnetic media (tape, or in the (DAT) cassette. The playback 
case of other still-video cameras, a device has a random access func- 
mini floppy disc), the Toshiba tion that lets the user punch up any 
system stores pictures digitally on a still by number. Since the image is 
20-megabit IC card that's a little transferred from one digital storage 
larger than a credit card. This medium to another, there's ab- 
makes the IC card system a truly solutely no signal degradation in 
solid-state video recorder. the transfer of card images to the 
The card itself stores 13 full- DAT cassette. 
TOSHIBA'S IC CARD A Toshiba IC card system was one frame still-video images. The The whole IC system is still in 
STILL-VIDEO SYSTEM item on the CES floor that captured camera portion incorporates a the prototype stage and probably 
Although many pundits are skep- | everyone's imagination. 400,000-pixel CCD image sensor. won't reach consumers for a year 
tical as to whether still video will The high quality of the video There’s also a portable playback at least. Consequently, pricing was 
catch on with consumers, the stills (a full 400 lines of resolution system that displays images on a not discussed. (G.K.) 


PANASONIC’S DUAL effect, the subject of the main cam- 


























CAMERA PV-535 b corder shot stands in front of a blue 
By far the most exciting effects- or green backdrop, and the image 
oriented camcorder to debut at from the second camera replaces 
CES, Panasonic 8 PV-535 offers a that background. 
virtually unprecedented array of The demonstration of this feature 
pro-style image-manipulating had the second camera picking up 
options. a photo of President Bush, so 
The key to the PV-535's appeal visitors at the booth could get a 
is that it is two cameras in one. printed video still of themselves 
The main camera is, of course, standing with the president. But 
part of the camcorder body; the any videophile worth his salt knows 
second is a tiny camera that mounts that there are much more creative 
on the shoehorn attachment on top uses for this feature. We only wish 
—] of the camcorder and hooks up via that the camcorder accepted a 
d a multipin attachment. direct video input for chroma key 
2 Video from the second camera as well as the multipin camera con- 
A can be mixed into the main picture nector. As it is, chroma-key mixing 
D in a number of ways: as an inset on this model can only be done 
"| shot in any quadrant of the picture, with two live sources. 
| as a dissolve, and most impressive- This full-size VHS model also available in September at a sug- digital freeze-frame and quadrant 
ly, as a superimposition by means boasts a flying erase head and gested retail price of $1,700. The effects but no chroma key, is al- 
of chroma key. To achieve this last synchro-edit capabilities. It will be less elaborate PV-530, featuring ready available for $1,650. (С.К.) 
HITACHI'S VHS/VHS-C both formats without the cassette a dual-loading system that adapter in the main transport drawer. 
COMPATIBLE DECK У adapter originally required for allows for VHS-C compatibility. Since VHS-C uses a much thin- 
a In an effort to move VHS-C into VHS-C tapes. JVC, Panasonic, The Hitachi deck contains what ner tape stock than conventional 
| | a new realm of popularity, a num- Hitachi and Zenith all showed such amounts to an integral VHS-C VHS, special attention has been 
| ber of VHS manufacturers have decks at CES. "чиш paid to the transport mechanisms of 


these machines. A variable tension 
transport automatically adjusts to 
the appropriate tape size, and 
adaptive torque motors precisely 
control tape winding and feeding. 
In a further effort to coddle these 
thin tape stocks, the Panasonic 
decks use а ‘‘half-load’’ mode for 
fast-wind operations. This not only 
ensures that tape-to-head contact is 
kept to a minimum (thus saving 
wear on both tape and heads), but 
dramatically improves rewind and 
fast-forward times. (К. С.) 


launched a movement toward com- The key to these 
bination machines that will play new machines is 
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OT. HER HAND... 
While the Consumer Elec- 
tronics Show i isa great place a 

to see engineering brilliance 
s best, it also plays host 
me of the screwiest prod- 
“исі and looniest marketing 
terminology ever conceived by. 
_ the human mind. Here are a 
| few of our faves: 


г. Тһе Most Shameless Rip- 
off of a Buzzword Award 

_ goes то O'Ryan Industries of | 
— Vancouver, Washington, who 

| |. proudly displayed their 

| | "HDTV" television projector 
(right next to their illuminated 
Б shower heads). The projector 
| is actually good old NTSC — 
with a digital line doubler to 
increase а пошол. 



















| def it ain't. 


_® The Wackiest Pseudo- 
| Technical Jargon Award 

| | goes to the normally more = 
restrained Sony. Its new MP. 
(metal particle) 8mm 


11 videotape boasts a a new v parti- | 


















E ' magnetic 
rystal. (Mayen next Om - 


stereo image and i improve _ 
| dynamic contrast. ”' The 
gadget? A pair of leather 
. ear cups that work about as _ 
| well as cupping your hands | 
- behind your ears, but make | 
the wearer look a bit like а 


ү desert rat on steroids. 


. Тһе Worst Electronics | 
_ Product of the Show Award 
is no contest: Express 

С“ Yourself. Inc. (rom. Celene 



















| down for the Talking Tissue 
| | electronic toilet paper 

| dispenser. Give a spin to the t 
roll, and a prerecorded voice 
| comes ош to embarrass the, | 
uh, captive audience with 
| | such clever bons mots as, 
| | “Nice one,” and, “Stinky, | 
|| stinky,’ They're still Working 
| the bugs out; when we saw it 
onstrated, the dispenser | 
got stuck and the last words 
e heard drifting across | 
le show. 11 were, 
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SHARP’S LCD 
PROJECTION TV V 

Advances in liquid crystal display 
(LCD) technology have long been a 
fixture at CES, and this year 
several companies showed projec- 
tion TVs incorporating LCD 
technology. Most notably, Sharp 
unveiled the XV-100 system, a 
single beam unit. 

Similar in design to a slide pro- 
jector, the XV-100 shines a beam of 
light through a trio of three-inch 
LCD panels and focuses the com- 
bined image on the screen. The 
user can vary the image size 
from 40 inches up to 100 
inches. The projector itself 
weighs a mere 30 pounds. V 

Picture quality on the 
XV-100 was exceptionally bright 
and well-defined, with horizontal 
resolution of over 300 lines, though 
a slight graininess was visible. 
S-video terminals are included, and 


SONY'S 43-INCH 
DIRECT-VIEW TV ¥ 

The new 43-inch, direct-view 
Sony monitor with improved- 
definition (IDTV) circuitry is, 
subjectively speaking, one of the 
best-looking big-screen sets we've 
seen. And at nearly $1,000 an inch 
($40,000), it’s roughly 10 times the 
cost per inch of any other consumer 
monitor. But, as a limited-edition 
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Sharp 's newly developed lamp 
technology claims brightness three 
to four times better than standard 
halogen lamps. 

Not to be outdone, several other 
companies showed their own LCD 
projection units. Toshiba had a 
78-inch screen with 350 lines of 
horizontal resolution. Panasonic 
countered with a 40-inch rear- 
projection IDTV unit with enough 
enhancement circuitry to boast a 
100:1 contrast ratio. 






model for Trinitron’s 20th anniver- 


sary, the PVM-4300 is designed 


more as a statement than a conven- 


tional product. 

Sony's IDTV technology, which 
uses digital memory to double the 
number of scan lines constituting 
the picture, made its debut with 
the 27-inch KV-27FXIO (tested in 
the Jan. '89 VR). A close look at 
the enormous picture revealed the 


(R.G.) 


VIDEONICS' PRO-ED 
4 EDITING CONTROLLER 

Desktop video editing took a 
giant step forward with the in- 
troduction of the Videonics Pro- 
ED, a modular post-production 
system geared toward professional, 
industrial and business users. 

The Pro-ED combines the func- 
tions of an editor, special-effects/ 
graphics generator and titler in one 
compact unit. When combined with 
two editing VCRs, a camcorder and 
a monitor, the Pro-ED becomes the 
centerpiece of a sophisticated and 
surprisingly flexible editing system. 

Using a keyboard and a mouse, 
the Pro-ED includes a librarian 
feature that retains the in and out 
points of literally hundreds of cuts. 
Scenes can be marked in the freeze- 
frame mode or on the fly, and 
built-in communication ports allow 
hookup to a computer printer. On- 
screen help menus guide novices 
through the editing process, and 
what's more, final assemble edits 
are generated directly from the 
original source tapes, which saves 
a generation of picture quality. 

Perhaps the most interesting as- 
pect of the Pro-ED is its software- 
based operating system. The on-screen 
windows, icons and the mouse sug- 
gest an Apple Macintosh, but fre- 
quently used commands can be com- 
bined in keystroke-saving macros, just 
like a DOS-based computer. 

The Pro-ED should be available 
by fall for under $1,500. (R. G.) 


strengths as well as weaknesses of 
current IDTV. While the picture was 
sharp and dense, without any visible 
scan lines, curved edges revealed a 
slight saw-tooth effect. And, in 
scenes with movement, we detected 
a slight lag or blurring. The set 
viewed was a prototype, and further 
refinements are expected. 

In other big-screen developments, 
NEC displayed its 52-inch IDTV 
model, a strikingly clear set with a 
split-screen digital on/off setting. 

The pictures on Hitachi 's 46- 
and 50-inch UltraVision models re- 
vealed that the company has made 
impressive gains in picture sharp- 
ness and color. Mitsubishi, mean- 
while, introduced a 70-inch set 
with a surprisingly bright picture. 
The unveiling coincided with the 
final Detroit Pistons-Chicago Bulls 
playoff game, which made the huge 
screen's virtues richly apparent to 
appreciative viewers. (@. В.Б.) 
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LATEST 
MISSISSIPPI BURNING ж ж ж 


Gene Hackman, Willem Dafoe, Frances 
McDormand. Directed by Alan Parker. 
1988. Rated R. (Orion cassette, 

127 min., Hi-Fi stereo, $89.98)ГЛ 


BY NEAL GABLER 


First came the hosannas. Hollywood 
had finally tackled the gruesome subject 
of Southern redneck violence against 


Former Sneak Previews co-host Neal 
Gabler is the author of An Empire of Their 
Own: How the Jews Invented Hollywood. 


hen Gene Hackman won the Best Ac- 


tor Oscar in 1971 for his gritty portrait 
of real-life New York narcotics cop “Рореуе” 
Doyle in The French Connection, he solidified 
a new era of the character actor as movie star. 
Though Hackman had two previous supporting 
actor nominations (Bonnie and Clyde, I Never 
Sang for My Father), the ex-Marine joined his 
former roommates Dustin Hoffman and Robert 
Duvall in proving to Hollywood executives that 
audiences were interested in the work of actors 
whose looks mirrored the average joe. In the 
past year, his work as an unconventional FBI 
agent in Mississippi Burning won him another 
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blacks. It had finally dramatized an ugly 
episode in America’s recent history— 
specifically 1964, when three young civil 
rights workers (two whites from New 
York and one black) were brutally slain by 
law enforcement officers in cahoots with 
the Klan. Hollywood also had finally 
dared to disinter the shameful past and 
dangle it in front of a South that was still 
prickly—and understandably so. 

Then came the reconsideration—not 
from the rednecks but from another, more 
surprising quarter. Yes, in Mississippi 
Burning Hollywood had, at long last, con- 





Burning 
sensations 
Dafoe and 
Hackman as 
FBI heroes: 
Gripping 
drama, but 
historically 
revisionist? 


Oscar nomination. Craig Modderno spoke with 
the press-shy actor for VR. | 

VR: What kind of an image do you feel you have 
in Hollywood and with moviegoers ? 
HACKMAN: The general public sees me 
either as a beer-drinking buddy or the relative 
they're not sure they really want to talk to. 
[Laughs] I seem to inspire a lot of trust in peo- 
ple or suspicion. The response usually depends 
on what pictures I have out at the time. When 
No Way Out was playing in theaters, I got a lot 
of he's-got-a-real-sneaky-look-doesn t-he 
stares. When Hoosiers was playing, I was the 
kind and honest Midwesterner that people 


fronted racial violence. But, said a rising 
chorus of black critics, it was a falsifica- 
tion and simplification—false because 
blacks were not the passive victims the 
movie portrayed them as, and simplistic 
because the FBI didn't come South in '64 
with a cavalry-call righting of the wrongs. 
In fact, protested some critics, Mississippi 
Burning was another white job on blacks. 
The heroes of the picture should be the 
brave blacks who actually resisted and 
persisted; instead, the heroes were pre- 
sented as two FBI agents (Dafoe and 
Hackman) who hunt the perpetrators and 
punish them. Director Parker himself 
even fueled the chorus when he grumpily 
conceded that he had been forced to 
**Hollywoodize"' the story by converting 
it into a detective story. Wasn't that just 
like white folks? 

Whether Mississippi Burning is a civil 
rights tale packaged as a detective story 
or, as I think, a detective story packaged 
as a civil rights tale, both its supporters 
and its detractors are partly right. Parker 
(the British director of Fame, Shoot the 
Moon and more recently Angel Heart) is a 
visual virtuoso whose pictures usually are 
better scene by scene than taken whole. So 
it’s not surprising that Mississippi Burn- 
ing is plecemeal effective, with beautiful- 
ly crafted vignettes of violence that are 
guaranteed to arouse rage. Parker has got 
the texture of the period and place down: 
the casual horror, the fear, the terror. ‘‘I 
want you to be angry, shouts a black 
preacher at the young black civil rights 
worker's funeral. Mississippi Burning ac- 
complishes that. 


HACKMAN: UNAVERAGE 


wanted to take home for supper. 

VR: What generally determines your choice of 
a role? 

HACKMAN: A lot has to do with the direc- 
tor and whether or not Гуе played that kind of 
character before. Mississippi Burning was in- 
teresting because the director, Alan Parker, is 
foreign and very visual. Also I liked the fact 
that the movie blended fact and fiction and was 
a period of American history that a lot of peo- 
ple aren't aware of. I made Superman because 
I wanted to do a comedy and play a hammy kind 
of villain. That was fun. I did Bar 21 and Full 
Moon in Blue Water because they were offbeat 
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Оп the other hand, by distorting the 
facts and forcing them into a traditional 
narrative framework, Mississippi Burn- 
ing also sacrifices irony and complexity. 
Nothing is made, for example, of the 
unlikelihood that the FBI, under that 
political Neanderthal J. Edgar Hoover, 
was investigating men with whom it was 
in sympathy. And in confecting a sub- 
sidiary conflict between a Northern 
college-educated agent (Dafoe) and a 
Southern good ol’ boy agent (Hackman), 
the picture turns strained and strident. 
Their ongoing argument about proper 
procedure seems irrelevant, the focus on 
them misplaced. 

Dafoe’s role is thankless: FBI agent as 
straight arrow. But just as Hackman’s 
Rupert Anderson is the moral conscience 
of the picture, his performance is its soul. 
Softly recounting how his daddy once 
killed the mule of a black neighbor to 
assert his superiority, or intimidating the 
redneck intimidators with a combination 
of steel and wryness, Hackman is brilliant. 
Not even his Anderson, who was once a 
small-town Mississippi sheriff himself, 
can fully comprehend the magnitude of 
hate that blazes in Mississippi Burning. 
Neither can we. But distortions, simplifi- 
cations and all, this movie is likely to 
scorch you even if it never brings you to 
any deeper understanding or more pro- 
found emotion. 


THE ACCIDENTAL 
TOURIST »x x жж 

William Hurt, Kathleen Turner, Geena 
Davis. Directed by Lawrence Kasdan. 
1988. Rated PG. (Warner cassette, 121 
min., Hi-Fi stereo, DS, $89.95; LV 
disc, CX stereo, $29.98) 


BY ANDREW SARRIS 


The Accidental Tourist won four Oscar 
nominations and received the top 1988 
award from the New York Film Critics 
Circle. Geena Davis garnered an eminent- 
ly well-deserved Oscar for Best Support- 
ing Actress and, if there had been any 


AVERAGE GUY 


and presented a challenge. I did Split Decisions 
because I love boxing. My stand-in in that one 
is actually the trainer of middleweight cham- 
pion Michael Nunn. We three would hang out 
together, and I'd pick their brains about box- 
ing, so that became more fun than work. 

VR: Are there any roles you regret turning down? 
HACKMAN: Everything good that somebody 
else had success with! [Laughs] No, I can’t tell 
you, because I turned down some films only 
because I was already signed to something else. 
One role I really wanted was the lead in K/ute, 
which Donald Sutherland got the day after 1 
won the Oscar for French Connection. One that 





justice, Bud, the bite-prone Welsh corgi 
who figures so prominently in the movie 
as an emotional catalyst, would have been 
honored as Performing Dog of the Year. 
Which may be another way of saying that, 
although The Accidental Tourist may not 
be everyone's cup of tea, it strikes this 
reviewer and some others as a breath of 
clean, fresh air amid the smoke and sleaze 
of so much contemporary moviemaking. 
Despite the fact that there are no killings 
or car chases, no knee-slapping belly 
laughs, no kiddie-oriented anal humor 
and not even any faddish four-letter 
words, this restrained and reflective 
movie did not do badly at the boxoffice 
and may well find its ultimate audience in 
the more patient precincts of videoland. 
The movie is not as funny as the Anne 
Tyler book on which it is based, but 
writer-director Kasdan and company have 
fashioned, in their quietly oblique way, a 
deeply moving fable of spiritual awaken- 


got away was the part of Mr. Robinson in The 
Graduate. | had done a few scenes with Dustin 
and then got fired. That was a blow to me 
because Dustin and I were good friends and we 
really wanted to work with each other. We 
almost made Scarecrow, but things didn’t work 
out [Al Pacino did the part]. I'd like to do a 
comedy with Dustin, maybe like /shtar, which 
I enjoyed, only with a lot more laughs. 

VR: What kinds of movies do you watch? 
HACKMAN: I watch people I may be working 
with soon. I also like watching Spencer Tracy 
and Humphrey Bogart movies because I can 
learna lot about acting from seeing them work. 
I also watch Dusty and Bob's [Duvall] films, 
not just because they're my friends, but because 
they're two of the best actors we have. 


Hurt, Oscar-winner Davis and friend: a not-so-Accidental 





awakening. 


ing in and out of marriage. Hurt, Turner 
and, above all, Davis head an impeccable 
cast of vulnerable beings seeking to cope 
with the chaos and disorder of contem- 
porary life with exaggerated efforts at 
control. 

Hurt plays a writer of travel books for 
people who don’t like to leave home. He is 
half-submerged as a human being until the 
shock of losing his son to a violent crime 
sets off a chain of events that leads to his 
final awakening. In the end, he must 
choose between a wife (Turner) who is 
submerged in a different way and a 
shameless hussy (Davis) who offers him a 
new life, fraught in equal measure with 
perils and opportunities. The choice is not 
an easy one. 

In fact, nothing in the movie is easy. But 
there are all sorts of dividends in the 
surges of sentiment that pop up unex- 
pectedly in the midst of some goofy bits of 
business. One minute you're smiling, the 
next you re close to tears. 

The Accidental Tourist, like Bill For- 
syth's Housekeeping a year or so ago, was 
poorly marketed for its theatrical re- 
lease as a wacko comedy. The acting here 
is more subtly lifelike than that. But 
nuances and quicksilver changes of mood 
have never been high-concept com- 
modities for the promoters of movies or 
videocassettes. Yet, for the truly discern- 
ing grown-up viewer, there have been few 
more satisfying entertainments in recent 
years. 





Andrew Sarris is also a film critic for the 
New York Observer and professor of film 
at Columbia University. His newest book 
is Cinema and Politics. 
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TRUE BELIEVER ж ж ж 

James Woods, Robert Downey Jr., Kurt- 
wood Smith. Directed by Joseph Ruben. 
1989. Rated R. (RCA/Columbia 
cassette, 103 min., Hi-Fi stereo, 

DS, $89.95) ГЛ 


B Y JIM FARBER 


In True Believer, Woods plays a lawyer 
who wears a ponytail, smokes pot and 
yells a lot about the need to defend the in- 
defensible. He's the kind of character who 
revels in being self-righteous, contrary 
and hopelessly out of date. 

Some of the same might be said of this 
movie. In fact, True Believer probably has 
more in common with such crusty com- 
edies of the '40s as His Girl Friday than it 
does with such TV and movie courtroom 
dramas of the '80s as Jagged Edge. 
Wesley Strick's script recalls the darkly 
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Woods, Downey test some True beliefs. 


anarchic wit of classic Hollywood, just as 
Woods' wryly comedic performance has 
the larger-than-life quality of another era. 

As Eddie Dodd, Woods is a heroic, 
'60s-style, civil rights lawyer, whose 
need to preserve abstract principles has 
reduced him to becoming a defender of 
major drug dealers in the '80s. When a 
young admirer (Downey) comes to work 
for him, he's goaded into taking on the 
defense of a man who claims he's being 
framed for murder. The way this case 
unravels in the movie may be short on 
credibility, but it's nonetheless fun to 
watch. 

More important is the attitude it helps 
reveal about Woods' character. Dodd 





Jim Farber is also a critic for the New 
York Daily News and Rolling Stone. 
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throws himself into the case more out of 
ideological reflexiveness than anything 
else, but Strick and director Ruben refuse 
to do the logical thing and don’t come 
down on him for it. In fact, they present 
his pigheadedness as charming and nearly 
noble, no matter how muddled it 
sometimes renders his ideals. With 
Woods’ charisma to flesh out this equa- 
tion, the movie really soars. It provides 
his most entertaining role to date, sup- 
ported strongly by the always sweet 
Downey and the evil foil of Smith, who 
looks chillingly like a Watergate-era H.R. 
Haldeman here. 

Together the players’ efforts make True 
Believer into something unique for the 
'80s. It's the only movie I’ve seen in this 
decade to present a '60s ideologue as 
unrepentant, even daring to suggest that 
his passion today may be more relevant 
than our era will readily admit. 


DANGEROUS 

LIAISONS ж x ж 

Glenn Close, John Malkovich, Michelle 
Pfeiffer, Swoosie Kurtz. Directed by 
Stephen Frears. 1988. Rated R. (Warner 
cassette, 118 min., Hi-Fi stereo, DS, 
$89.95; LV disc, CX stereo, $29.98) ГЛ 


BY CLIVE BARNES 


Atmosphere is everything in a Stephen 
Frears movie— well, perhaps not every- 
thing, but almost. Since his first cinematic 
success with My Beautiful Laundrette, 
Frears seems to stress ambiance over 
overt drama—a technique perhaps more 
helpful to the private than to the public 
screen. Is this why I prefer Dangerous 
Liaisons on home video rather than in its 
theatrical presentation and believe many 
others will too? 

With a screenplay by Christopher 
Hampton, based on his own stage adapta- 
tion of Choderlos de Laclos' celebrated 
(even notorious) epistolary novel of 
aristocratic France before the deluge of 
Revolution, the story is as intimate as 
Frears’ treatment. This movie version 
thus becomes the tiny spectacle of detail 
that engrosses Frears—that and the in- 
finitely small machinations of the human 
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Close, Malkovich test Dangerous values. 


soul fueled by villainy. From the first 
scenes of a wicked Marquise (Close) and 
an equally venal Vicomte (Malkovich) be- 
ing girded obscenely into battle garb for 
the rigors of the fashionable life of 18th- 
century French nobility to Frears’ final 
image of gorgeously blood-drenched 
snow, we are treated to a picture-book 
series of vignettes—of privilege, fashion, 
passion and, above all, frailty and duplici- 
ty. This is an ugly if prettily painted 
world. 

The Marquise, seeking revenge from a 
scornful lover who jilted her, seeks the 
Vicomte’s aid in a battle royal in which 
sex is the coinage in power-play gambles. 
Everything works admirably, until the 
Vicomte shows an unforgivable weak- 
ness: He falls in love where he should only 
victimize. 

With one exception, the performances 
are as exquisite as the beautifully turned 
mannerisms of Hampton's script and the 
visual stylizations of Frears' images (note 
especially the camerawork of Philippe 
Rousselot here). The grinning, lascivious 
hauteur of Malkovich is properly ar- 
rogance personified. Pfeiffer is a sweetly 
wounded little animal as the wife who 
sacrifices all for love, and Kurtz fusses 
monumentally as a virago matron. The 
exception, unfortunately, is Close's dull, 
dowdy, frizzy-haired Marquise. 

What stops me from giving the movie a 
fourth star is some residual memory of the 
updated, bowdlerized, bastardized and 
overpraised Roger Vadim version of 
1959. It wasn’t that good overall, but in 
the performances of Jeanne Moreau and 
the incomparable Gerard Philipe, there 
was a hint of the subtle lubricity and sex- 
ual politics of an interior landscape that 
Frears, with all his interior decoration and 
style, has missed. Narrowly, I'll admit. 





Clive Barnes is a critic for the New York 
Post and a former London Times critic. 
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Apparently, the suckers are back. 
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TALK RADIO ж x x 

Eric Bogosian, Alec Baldwin, Leslie 
Hope, Ellen Greene. Directed by Oliver 
Stone. 1988. Rated К. (MCA cassette, 
110 min., Hi-Fi stereo, $89.95) 


BY ANDREW SARRIS 


Talk Radio is a cinematic fleshing out of 
Eric Bogosian's theatrical tour de force, 
which enjoyed a moderate run at Joseph 
Papp's Public Theatre in New York. The 
movie enjoyed a modest theatrical success 
on the art-flick circuit, and now the video- 
cassette version is available for viewers 
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Radio daze: Bogosian blabs with Hope. 
who d like a little ideological excitement 
with their entertainment. 

Bogosian is an unusually creative one- 
man-show type of performer. Your reac- 
tion to him will pretty much determine 
your reaction to Talk Radio. Не is on 
screen almost the entire time as a post- 
midnight Dallas radio talk-show host who 
takes calls from a wide variety of loonies, 
many of them violently bigoted. Bogo- 
sian's character happens to be Jewish, and 
the Holocaust comes up more than once in 
the increasingly nasty exchanges. 

Bogosian is glib and often funny in the 
angry broadcaster mode. The problem is 
that deep down the character cares for all 
the morons stranded out there in the elec- 
tronic wasteland. And he hates himself for 
feeling so superior to them. Director 
Stone, whose liberal political biases have 
previously been registered in Platoon and 
Wall Street, has collaborated with Bogo- 
sian by giving him a portentously camera- 
circling mise en scene to suggest that a 
Large Statement is being made. 

The women in Bogosian's life (Hope 
and Greene) have much more to do on the 
screen than they did on the stage, but only 
a zonked-out rock fan manages to upstage 
Bogosian even momentarily. For the most 
part, however, Bogosian roars along one 
on one with each member of his unseen 
but always clearly heard audience. 

As much as Bogosian comes across as a 
phenomenon on the stage, his go-it-alone 
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instincts make him problematic as а sus- 
tained movie presence. Since he can play 
every part, and has done so in the past, he 
seems to recognize the existence of other 
players very grudgingly. His eyes go into 
a fixed orbit from time to time, as if he 
were wondering what all the other people 
are doing on the set. Nonetheless, his 
energy and intensity levels are pro- 
digiously high, and if you have never seen 
him in action, you really should. 

I don't like to give away a plot, but it 
should be obvious to any intelligent view- 
er from the very beginning that this is go- 
ing to be a downer—and it is. The cassette 
sound quality is more than adequate for 
this quintessentially talky project. 


PHYSICAL EVIDENCE x 
Burt Reynolds, Theresa Russell, Ned 
Beatty. Directed by Michael Crichton. 
1989. Rated R. (Vestron, cassette, 100 
min., Hi-Fi stereo, $89.98; Image LV 
disc, $36.95) ГЛ 


BY JEFFREY LYONS 


Imagine you’ve come to Hollywood 
with a screenplay about a war hero who’s 
now a Boston detective but who, as the 
movie begins, is on suspension, a suspect 
in a murder. Your agent would surely 
direct you straight to Burt Reynolds’ 
agent. And that’s what’s wrong with 
Physical Evidence. It’s too pat, too 
conventional. 

Reynolds, in desperate need of a major 
movie hit after an astonishing number of 
flops for someone of his popularity, offers 
his familiar, somber screen persona as a 
good cop with a bad temper. We know 
from the start that he’s innocent, the vic- 
tim of a carefully staged frame-up. 

We know the locale is Boston only be- 
cause background radio broadcasts keep 
announcing upcoming Red Sox games. 
Reynolds doesn’t attempt a Boston accent 
(a blessing, perhaps), and there’s no plot 
reason why the setting has to be Boston. I 
guess New York, Los Angeles, Chicago 
and Miami were all booked up for other 
movies. 

As Reynolds’ court-appointed attorney, 
Russell strives mightily against some 
unbelievable character elements—playing 
a ritzy Peace Corps vet married to a ter- 
minally yuppie stockbroker who looks 
like an 8x10 glossy of himself. That their 
marriage is falling apart is about as sur- 
prising as the change of seasons. As she 
gravitates toward Reynolds you keep hop- 
ing the screenplay will come up with some 
fresh twists and turns. But it doesn’t. At 
times Russell walks through scenes as if 








Jeffrey Lyons is co-host of TV’s Sneak 
Previews and a critic for USA Tonight 
and CBS Radio. 


annoyed with the script—and who can 
blame her? She and Reynolds never really 
seem to click. 

There’s a nice supporting performance 
from Beatty as the district attorney who’s 
convinced of Reynolds’ guilt. But even he 
can’t save this from being a mechanical, 
uninvolving courtroom drama. 


BUSTER жж x 

Phil Collins, Julie Walters, Anthony 
Quayle. Directed by David Green. 1988. 
Rated R. (HBO cassette, 94 min., Hi-Fi 
stereo, $89.95) ГЛ 


BY STEVE SIMELS 


"We're going to be bigger than Pro- 
fumo and the Beatles,’’ Phil Collins’ title 
character observes at one point in this 
well-made movie about the British Great 
Train Robbery of 1963—and the irony, of 
course, is that Collins himself already is, 
while the Great Train Robbers are mostly 
a footnote to history. Nevertheless, this 
account of one of the 20th century's more 
audacious crimes is a modestly entertain- 
ing combination of caper movie and neo- 
kitchen-sink realist piece. Think of it, if 
you will, as Topkapi meets Saturday Night 
and Sunday Morning. 

Neither of the genre elements, how- 
ever, is handled with much pizazz or 
originality. The robbery itself is over in 
the blink of an eye, and the relationship 
between Collins’ grifter-with-a-heart-of- 
gold and Walters’ long-suffering wife is 
the kind of thing you can see any night on 
TV's Eastenders. What keeps the movie 
interesting are the uniformly first-rate 
performances and the period detail. 

Collins, whose thespic talents have 
heretofore been confined to mugging 
through various music videos and over- 
acting on Miami Vice, proves more than a 
match for the seasoned British profes- 
sionals around him. There is one major 
anachronism: The theme song, the 
Spencer Davis Group's “Кеер on Run- 
ning," was actually a hit long after the 
events depicted here. 


Buster ’s Collins: genesis of a train robber. 
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CRUSOE жж ж 

Aidan Quinn, Ade Sapara. Directed Бу 
Caleb Deschanel. 1989. Rated PG-13. 
(Virgin cassette, 95 min., Hi-Fi stereo, 
$89.95) 


BY ROBERT DIMATTEO 


This picturesque retelling of the classic 
Robinson Crusoe story washes over the 
viewer like foamy surf at the beach. It’s a 
gentle, lulling tale told primarily in 
images—a tone poem, really. Making his 
second try as director, gifted cinema- 
tographer Deschanel (The Black Stallion) 
takes the story of a shipwrecked man’s in- 
itiation into primitive forms of survival 








Robert DiMatteo is also a movie and TV 
critic for United Features Syndicate and 
for the New York weekly Seven Days. 








and makes it a morally regenerative idyll 
with clear implications for these acquisi- 
tive, racially torn times. 

Quinn stars as a profit-hungry slave 


SLEEPER OF THE MONTH 


HEATHERS ххх 

Winona Ryder, Christian Slater, 
Shannen Doherty. Directed by Michael 
Lehmann. 1989. Rated R. (New World 
cassette, 102 min., Hi-Fi mono, 
$89.98) [1 | 

B Y E D HULSE 


This cheerfully malicious black com- 
edy came as a real surprise to jaded 
critics and moviegoers who expected just 
another witless teen comedy when it was 
released theatrically earlier this year. In- 
stead, Heathers proved to be an offbeat, 
| dynamic little jewel that displays im- 
_ agina tion and excellence in every crea- 
tive aspect, belying its modest budget. 

Heathers lampoons teen movies with 
savage ferocity and unrelenting taste- 
lessness. Westerburg High isn't just a 

suburban school; it's a war zone where 
_ battles for popularity are fought daily by 
rival factions made up of jocks, nerds, 
dweebs and, most notably, the Heath- 








Ше cutups: Slater, Ryder. 
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ers, a cliquish quartet of attractive girls 
led by the sadistic Heather Chandler 
(Doherty). Veronica Sawyer (Ryder), 
weary of her status in this fab foursome, 
breaks ranks and allies herself with an 
iconoclastic loner, J.D. (Slater), who'll 
stop at nothing—nothing—to vanquish 
the Heathers. 

As the struggle takes on Homerian 
magnitude, writer Daniel Waters and 
director Lehmann avail themselves of 
every opportunity to poke fun at con- 
temporary teen mores. And they’re not 
gentle about it. There are no sacred 
cows for these guys; even the tragic 
phenomenon of teen suicide makes 
satiric grist for their mill. But Waters’ 
facile scripting and Lehmann’s assured 
direction carry Heathers over the rocky 
terrain of bad taste with ease. One minor 
disappointment: The climax doesn’t 
quite measure up to the rest of the 
movie. Waters, having taken such pains 
to play the devil with his characters early 
on, apparently hit a roadblock in devis- 
ing a denouement as viciously clever as 
the subject deserved. 

While watching Heathers on tape, my 
attention was focused more sharply on 
Slater than it was in the theater. The con- 
fining dimensions of the ТУ screen ac- 
centuate his finely tuned mimicry of a 
young Jack Nicholson. In fact, this 
movie is perfect for video because its 
charm derives from clever scripting, 
good characterizations and an overtly 
subversive mise en scene. It doesn’t de- 
pend on visuals for impact, although 
Lehmann’s staging and compositions 
are both creative and effective, losing 
little in their transfer to tape. 

Heathers, simply put, is a must for 
lovers of offbeat, quirky little movies. 


Rumble in 

the jungle: 
Crusoe’s 
Sapara, Quinn. 


trader whose ship hits the rocks off the 
coast of a seemingly deserted island. Only 
Crusoe and the ship’s dog make it to 
shore. There, life involves finding shelter 
during storms and learning to eat snails 
and chameleons when you haven’t any 
other food. Soon enough, Crusoe finds 
that the island isn’t totally unpopulated: A 
tribe of cannibals uses it for sacrifices and 
burial ceremonies. After Crusoe comes to 
the aid of one of the tribe’s potential vic- 
tims, a muscular black man, a friendship 
develops between the two—a friendship 
that gains irony and import because of 
what we know about Crusoe's slave- 
trading past. 

With eyes as liquid blue as the water 
that surrounds the island, and with a 
nature-child air about him, Quinn fits 
right into the rustic setting. The perform- 
ance is mostly carried by facial expres- 
sions and gestures; there isn't much talk in 
this movie. There isn't much dramatic 
momentum, either, though the picture 
still manages to cast a spell. It has a 
refreshing modesty and moodiness. 

a 


WHO'S HARRY CRUMB? x 
John Candy, Jeffrey Jones, Annie Potts. 
Directed by Paul Flaherty. 1989. Rated 
PG-13. (RCA/Columbia cassette, 

9] min., Hi-Fi stereo, DS, $89.98) 


ВУ МАЕК T R.O' S T 


The question isn't who, but why? This 
is yet another cookie-cutter comedy that, in 
Candy's salad days, would scarcely have 
passed muster as a brief SCTV sketch. 

The big, bumbling comedian plays an 
inept detective called in to crack a kidnap- 
ping case by the kidnapper himself 
(Jones), who figures that with Crumb on 
the case, he'll be on a plane for South 
America with the ransom money long 
before the dense dick picks up his first 
clue. Candy dresses up in outrageous 
disguises (including a Divine look-alike), 
but even with the aid of the able Annie 
Potts as the kidnap victim's stepmom, 
Candy can only hold up the movie for so 
long, before it simply falls apart. 


As seen in TIME Magazine. 
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COCOON: THE RETURN x 
Don Ameche, Wilford Brimley, Steve 
Guttenberg, Jessica Tandy, Hume 
Cronyn, Maureen Stapleton, Gwen 
Verdon, Jack Gilford, Elaine Stritch. 
Directed by Daniel Petrie. 1989. Rated 
PG. (CBS/Fox cassette, 116 min., Hi-Fi 
stereo, $89.98) ГЛ 


BY JEFFREY LYONS 


Sequels always involve risks. Can the 
magic of the original be retained? Do the 
story and its characters have enough 
logical interest for continuation? For 
Cocoon: The Return the answers are dis- 
appointing. This is a sluggish, generally 
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uninteresting sequel to the delightful 1985 
sci-fi comedy-fantasy that venerated old 
age and even won a supporting Oscar for 
Ameche, one of its many stars. 

This time we’re told that the cocoons 
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are the oldsters who went away with them 
in the first movie and found an intergalac- 
tic fountain of youth. But, drat, one of the 
cocoons has fallen into the hands of sinis- 
ter government agents (talk about cliches). 
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Cocoon-ers Tandy, Cronyn Return. 


The chief trouble with this sequel is that 
it adds virtually nothing to the original 
story. Director Petrie (whose credits in- 
clude A Raisin in the Sun and TV's 
Eleanor and Franklin) is no stranger to 
sensitive, intelligent works about old age. 
Just check out his recent Rocket Gibraltar 
(VR's March '89 Sleeper of the Month). 
But somehow he couldn't orchestrate the 
ensemble cast the way Ron Howard did 
for the original Cocoon. Everyone seems 
bored with their roles here. 


ВАТ 21 * * x 

Gene Hackman, Danny Glover, David 
Marshall Grant. Directed by Peter 
Markle. 1988. Rated R. (Media cassette, 
106 min., Hi-Fi stereo, DS, $89.95) 


BY ROBERT DIMATTEO 


We've had alot of Vietnam War dramas 
in the past few years. If this one isn't as 
powerful as Platoon or Full Metal Jacket 
or parts of Hamburger Hill, it is still 
engrossing and well-played. 

Hackman is a retirement-oriented Air 
Force career officer who is shot down and 
left stranded in an area that is soon to be 
the location of an American bombing ef- 
fort. Hackman 15 effortlessly effective as a 
guy whose sights are set on the purchase 
of “а condo on the seventh fairway at 
Tucson National,’’ but who’s stuck in a 
war-torn jungle. Meanwhile, Glover, a 
performer who prides himself on taking 
positive, stereotype-challenging roles, 
must have enjoyed the chance to play a 
supercompetent black pilot who saves an 
apathetic white lieutenant colonel. 

Most of the time, the movie knows 
enough to stay close to these two central 
characters—building feeling through the 
actors' performances. As the two pilots 
communicate by radio code (in golf termi- 
nology), we feel their growing bond. The 
movie ends up less sticky than its strangers- 
can-be-brothers theme would suggest. 
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TAPEHEADS ж ж ж 
аы um John Cusack, Tim Robbins, Mary 
WIN | ШЕ dU ned] y FT Crosby. Directed by Bill Fishman. 1988. 
| "corse “ Rated R. (Pacific Arts cassette, 93 min., 
ans Ade Sear Ағаны ард Hi-Fi stereo, $89.95) 


p" 76 | B Y DOUG BROD 


| | You'd think a comedy about the busi- 
A М | 41 ness of music videos, directed by some- 
CN < | one who's made his share, would have a 
b Y | tendency to be arch and in-jokey and not a 
\ 1 ES little cynical. Well, Tapeheads, bank- 
\ | rolled by ex-Monkee turned entertain- 
j | | ment mogul Michael Nesmith, is all this. 

| It's also one of the smartest and funniest 
7 hee | movies about rock ’n’ roll I’ve ever seen. 
y | | : At its most basic, the movie is a series of 
“Өл v | short, snappy set pieces that tell the tale of 
С қа; two young men’s meteoric and accidental 
ы Із» E о, rise to the top of the clip-making heap. 
m 4 1 Cusack (looking like a greased weasel) 

| 2 y | and Robbins (gawky and aloof) are the 

CT | : y scrappy duo—and their attempts to fashion 
р тр their idols, downtrodden black soul icons 


Why shou ld | buy 4 | : the Swanky Modes, into video stars pro- 


vide much of the cachet of mirth. 


the new Pioneer | Á IR PESCA | Sequences worth replaying include a 
| aserDisc" player? 4 y | white rap commercial for a chicken and 


waffle eatery, and the no-budget filming 
of a video by an a-Ha-like Euro-pop trio 
(who are actually lip-syncing Devo in 
Swedish). Keep the pause button ready for 
b some neat cameos as well (including 
NMIN Nesmith himself as a water-cooler man 
and a startlingly out-of-character Bob 
Goldthwait). And Soul Train smoothie 
Don Cornelius displays perfect comic 
timing as the head of Fuzzball Records, 
Э ХАЛЫҚ, who offers the tyros work “оп spec.”’ 
eee This is the kind of picture that works 

1525 best in a theater full of giddy hipsters. 
Upon closer viewing at home, it seems 
slightly disjointed and crammed—its weak- 
est link being a noisy subplot concerning 
the kinky sex tapes of an unctuous presi- 
dential candidate (though he’s hilariously 
essayed by Clu Gulager). But the movie is 
nothing if not fast and busy, and Fish- 
man’s flashy, video-style gimmicks 
ns (quick cuts and swooping crane shots) are 
am m never intrusive. 








Robbins, Cusack: running a clip joint. 
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JUST A GIGOLO жж 

David Bowie, Marlene Dietrich, Kim 
Novak, Maria Schell, Sydne Rome, Curt 
Jurgens. Directed by David Hemmings. 
1979. Rated R. (Water Bearer cassette, 
98 min., Hi-Fi mono, $59.95) 


BY ROY HEMMING 


Every so often a movie that was lam- 
basted by most critics and had only a 
limited theatrical run comes along on 
video and turns out to be more fascinating 
than a lot of recent hits. Just a Gigolo is 
such a rarity. I won't claim that it’s a good 
movie—although the potential was cer- 
tainly there in terms of theme, historical 


setting and cast. I also can’t comment on 
what's been cut from the original 
147-тіпше European theatrical version 
or the 105-minute US release. Let's just 
say that what's here is an imperfect but in- 
termittently interesting blend of Cabaret 
and parts of Berlin Alexanderplatz. 
Bowie plays a naive young Prussian 
aristocrat who returns from the bat- 
tlefields of WWI to a defeated, dejected 
and dissolute Berlin ofthe 1920s. He finds 
coping with a changed world is no easy 
matter economically, socially or sexually. 
Eventually his good looks lead him to suc- 
cess as a paid *'gentleman of the evening" 
at Berlin's famous Eden Club. And who 
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turns up as the madam? None other than 
Dietrich—close to 80 in her last movie 
role and still looking marvelous. Only her 
voice betrays her age, most noticeably 
when she croaks the title song. But even 
that works in the context of the movie’s 
decaying society subtheme. 

The movie’s biggest problem is its un- 
nerving flip-flops between serious drama 
and tongue-in-cheek satire. Some of the 
latter is very funny indeed, especially a 
military funeral sequence worthy of Fel- 
lini or Rene Clair, and a dance number 
straight out of 1929-era UFA (Germany’s 
MGM). But the shifts to serious stuff are 
often heavy-handed—and the cop-out 
ending, while ironic, is unimaginatively 
melodramatic. 

The veddy English-looking Bowie is 
miscast as the young Prussian (the role 
calls out for a Brandauer or Griem), but he 
digs into it with sporadic conviction, 
despite a tendency to mumble some of his 
lines. He also contributes a song (some- 
one else sings it) to the evocative score, 
which also includes contributions from 
the Manhattan Transfer and the Pasadena 
Roof Orchestra. Novak, Schell and 
Jurgens all do well with roles they could 
probably play in their sleep. (Available 
from Tamarelle’s, 1070 Marauder St., 
Chico, CA 95926.) 


BUD AND LOU ххх 

Harvey Korman, Buddy Hackett, 
Michele Lee, Arte Johnson. Directed by 
Robert C. Thompson. 1978. (J2 cassette, 
98 min., Hi-Fi mono, $79.95) 


GABE KAPLAN AS 
GROUCHO жж ж 

Gabe Kaplan, Directed Бу John Bowab. 
1982. (72 cassette, 90 min., 

Hi-Fi mono, $19.95) 


BY JOANNA LANGFIELD 


What a surprising picture Bud and Lou 
is. It’s an honest and honorable made-for- 
TV drama, telling us the not-widely-known 
and tragic personal story of the popular 
comedy team of movies and TV, Abbott 
and Costello. Korman as Bud and Hackett 
as Lou deliver wonderfully restrained and 
powerful performances. 

Behind their jokes and classic routines, 
Abbott and Costello led complex and 
essentially sad lives. I didn’t know, for 
example, that Abbott was an epileptic. We 
learn here how that condition left him 
seriously depressed and sometimes self- 
destructive. Similarly, Costello’s original- 
ly sweet and innocent personality suffered 
a sharp change when he lost his beloved 





Joanna Langfield is critic and entertain- 
ment commentator for LBS Movietime 
Radio Network. 
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infant son in a drowning accident. The 
team didn’t just fight with the IRS, they 
also fought between themselves. 

Happily, we also get snappy re-crea- 
tions of some of their unforgettable com- 
edy routines, such as ‘‘Who’s on First?” 
Fans of the team shouldn't miss this one. 
It’s not just entertaining, it's revealing 
and beautifully played. 

This summer Gabe Kaplan's one-man 
stage show about Groucho Marx, co- 
written by Groucho's son Arthur, is tour- 
ing parts of the US again— simultaneously 
with the video release of a taping made 
originally for cable TV. 

The camera follows Kaplan around a 






_ 40-60% 





rather sparse set as he chomps оп a cigar 
and lightly reminisces about Groucho’s 
life from vaudeville to movies and TV 
(only a dash of critical introspection in 
this play, thank you). Gabe does a fine 
job—walking with shoulders thrust ahead 
and knees a bit bent, squinting and looking 
remarkably like Groucho. He tells a 
whole bunch of very funny jokes original- 
ly in Groucho’s repertory, with many 
laugh-out-loud funny lines. 

In a special promotion J2 is making 
Gabe Kaplan as Groucho available for 
one cent (yes!) to anyone who buys Bud 
and Lou. (J2 is at 10850 Wilshire Blvd., 
Los Angeles, CA 90024.) 


\ 


il 


-DISCOUNT VIDEO & AUDIO 






One Stop 
Shopping for 
all your 
electronic 

needs... 


e Camcorders 
e VCR’s 

e TV's 

e Fax Machines 


All Equipment Double Boxed, 
Factory Fresh, U.S. Warranties 








































HITACHI 


YAMAHA 


TOSHIBA Canon 
SONY anim 
N EC Quasar 
OLYMPUS JVC 
MAGNAVOX panasonic 
distet VG VIDEONICS 
Mnoga RICON 
Technics @ 
Panasonic: Industrial 


All Accessories... 

Bogan, Vidicraft, 

Solidex, Ambico 
and more... 








5 Year Extended Warranties 
Available. 






VISA, MC, American Express, 
Discover, COD’s Welcome 


1-800-822-4472 





DEO & AUD 


48 УТ DEORE V LE Ww 


SHOPPER S 
VIDEO RA UD IO 
WAREHOUSE 


24 Hour Shipping Available 
UPS, Federal Express 


1741 Cedardale Road 
Mt. Vernon, WA 98273 


For additional information, circle No. 111 on Reader Service Card. 









EIGHT MEN ОСТ ххх 

John Cusack, Charlie Sheen, 
Christopher Lloyd. Directed by John 
Sayles. 1988. Rated PG. (Orion cassette, 
120 min., Hi-Fi mono, $89.98) ГЛ 


B Y E D HULSE 


Baseball’s infamous “‘Black Sox” 
scandal of 1919—in which the Chicago 
White Sox threw the World Series in 
return for payoffs from big-time gam- 
blers—was extensively documented by 
author Eliot Asinof in his 1963 book Eight 
Men Out. Over a decade later, actor- 
writer John Sayles, sensing great 
dramatic potential in the story, adapted 
Asinof’s tome into a screenplay as an ex- 
ercise in scriptwriting, something that in- 
terested him a great deal. Another decade 
and several movies later, Sayles—now a 
successful director—finally shot his 
script, skillfully capturing on film the 
material's inherent narrative strength. 
The result is Sayles’ most accomplished 
cinematic achievement to date. 

It's not a baseball movie, strictly speak- 
ing: Under Sayles' direction, the story 
becomes a sharply etched account of a 
classic struggle between Labor and 
Management. Sayles goes out of his way 
to emphasize the players' love for their 
sport, making them quasi-tragic victims 
of the team's exploitative owner and thus 
engendering viewer sympathy for them in 
their slide toward corruption and their 
subsequent fall from grace. 

Its this emphasis on people, their 
strengths and weaknesses of character, 
that particularly suits Eight Men Out for 
video viewing. And director Sayles has 
assembled an unusually strong ensemble 
cast to bring these one-time heroes to life. 
Cusack, temporarily freed from the 
shackles of teen comedies, gives a sincere 
performance as Buck Weaver, the holdout 
whose guilt-by-association destroyed his 
major league career. Sheen is equally 
good as Hap Felsch. Mime Bill Irwin 
shows real acting talent as a demurring 
player, and popular character actor John 
Mahoney shines as White Sox coach Kid 
Gleason. But Sayles himself has the best 
supporting role as sportswriter Ring 
Lardner (to whom the director bears an 
astonishing resemblance), who was in- 
strumental in breaking the scandal. 

Visually, Eight Men Out loses very lit- 
tle in its transfer to video. Some scenes, 
played in dimly lit hotel rooms, hallways, 
and train corridors, are a tad dark, but not 
offensively so. As usual in movies de- 
picting America in the early 20th century, 
the cinematography stresses soft amber 
and faded brown hues. The lighting is 
often diffused, but does not obscure the 
wealth of period detail. And fragments 
of the era's popular music are used to 
good effect. 
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LETTERBOXED 


CLEAN AND SOBER x ж ж 
Michael Keaton, Kathy Baker, Morgan 
Freeman. Directed by Glenn Gordon 
Caron. 1988. Rated R. (Warner LV disc, 
124 min., CX stereo, DS, $29.98) ГЛ 


INNERSPACE x x ж 

Dennis Quaid, Martin Short, Meg Ryan. 
Directed by Joe Dante. 1987. Rated PG. 
(Warner LV disc, 120 min., CX stereo, 
$29.98) Г] 


I COULD GO ON 

SINGING ж ж * 

Judy Garland, Dirk Bogarde, Jack 
Klugman. Directed by Ronald Neame. 
1963. (MGM/UA LV disc, 99 min., 
CX stereo, $34.95) ГЛ 


BY DAVID HADU 


For five years now, exceptional re- 
leases on both cassette and disc have occa- 
sionally been issued in the letterbox for- 
mat, which retains a widescreen movie's 
original aspect ratio through the use of 
blank space above and below the actual 
picture area. Over the past few months, 
something of a letterboxing boom has 
begun—mostly on videodiscs. 

Disc enthusiasts (such as myself) tend 
to be the kind of borderline-fanatic purists 


All Other Information 


201-566-7100 or 201-566-4455 
WE BEAT ANY REAL USA PRICE 


who cannot stomach the cropping or the 
panning and scanning customarily used 
to fit theatrical movies into TV screens. 
For not-so-fanatical viewers, letterboxing 
can be either an eye-opening boon or lit- 
Пе more than a minor nicety, as this 
mixed bag of releases illustrates. 

Most modern-day movies, including 
both C/ean and Sober and Innerspace, are 
shot in a film aspect ratio that's much 
closer to that of video than to such 
widescreen formats as CinemaScope and 
VistaVision. Moreover, since many new 
movies (including both these pictures) are 
shot with the eventuality of video crop- 
ping in mind, there's generally a little 
dead area of croppable imagery in the 
theatrical release. As a result, neither 
Clean and Sober nor Innerspace is 
significantly improved by being letter- 
boxed on disc. In fact, I could find only 
two shots—and I really counted 'em—in 
the entire 124 minutes of Clean and Sober 
when letterboxing showed notable full- 
screen imagery that might have lost some 
impact by being electronically cut into 
two shots. Otherwise, the movie is the 
same solid, dramatic study of drug and 
alcohol addiction it is on the non-letter- 
boxed cassette. 

As a sci-fi fantasy, /nnerspace might be 
expected to fill every micron of the screen 
with neato effects, fully retained through 
letterboxing. Unfortunately, this picture, 


too, seems to have been composed with 
TV and video cropping in mind. Only a 
dozen or so shots gain from letterbox- 
ing. In my view, this is the kind of movie 





Singing Garland: filling the whole screen. 


that, more importantly, ought to be issued 
in CAV, so you can watch shrunken Den- 
nis Quaid submarining through Martin 
Short's innards in wonderfully weird slo- 
mo or freeze-frame. 

I Could Go on Singing comes from a 
class of '60s pictures that genuinely 
deserves—if not demands—letterboxing. 
Although the movie has more dead image 
area than the very best widescreen 
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releases, it also has scene after scene in 
which the screen is filled with key content 
or visual counterpoint. The most vivid 
cases are the dramatic scenes with Gar- 
land and Bogarde, wherein we can watch 
both characters as they struggle to come to 
grips with their longtime separation and 
conflicting impulses toward their ille- 
gitimate son. 

Beyond letterboxing, Garland fans will 
relish this disc release of / Could Go on 
Singing for its digital soundtrack alone. It 
brings compact disc quality to Garland's 
final film performance. The songs include 
Harold Arlen's (Ше song and “Ву 
Myself." As a final bonus, this disc 
features the original theatrical trailers for 
I Could Go on Singing's American and 
English releases (the latter retitled The 
Lonely Stage). 








Former VR editor David Hajdu also writes 
for TV Guide, The Village Voice and Roll- 
ing Stone, and is the author of How to 
Shoot Your Kids on Home Video. 


СА М DISCS 


EMPIRE OF THE SUN ххх 
Christian Bale, John Malkovich. 
Directed by Steven Spielberg. 1987. 
Rated PG. (Warner LV disc, CAV, 
153 min., CX stereo, DS, $69.98) ГЛ 


YOU CAN'T GET THERE 
FROM HERE: EPHEMERAL 
FILMS 1946-1960 ххх 

19 short subjects and excerpts. No 
directors credited. 1987. B&W and 
color. (Voyager LV disc, CAV, 
approx. 60 min., $39.95) 

Funny thing—extended-play videodiscs 
(up to 60 minutes per side) are never labeled 
by their technical name, CLV. But 
standard-play videodiscs (30 minutes per 
side) are always labeled as CAV. The 
reason, clearly, is that there's nothing 
"standard" about CAV anymore. Al- 
though all laser discs were once available 
in this high-performance format (which of- 
fers freeze-frame and other features not 
available on CLV), new movies are almost 
never available in CAV anymore. Excep- 
tions include many (but not all) Criterion 
Collection titles; the “В” sides of MCA 
Encore Edition discs and most X-rated 
titles; plus rare releases such as these two 
titles. 

Empire of the Sun represents an extraor- 
dinary instance of a new movie released in 
CAV on a mainstream video label. Of 
course, it is the most recent title available 
on video from every techie's favorite direc- 
tor, Steven Spielberg. But it isn't the type 
of movie you'd want to watch with the 
remote in your hand—freezing frames, 
scanning scenes, keying in numbers and 


zipping ahead to upcoming chapters, as you 
can do so well with CAV laser discs. This 
is not an interactive, instructional or 
musical program, or a masterpiece ideal for 
frame-by-frame study. It is a linear, nar- 
rative story. But there is one shot I froze the 
third time I watched Empire of the Sun— 
the shot of Jim Graham packing his 
suitcase—so I could take a good look at the 
items he treasured so dearly. Unfortunate- 
ly, my review copy of Empire suffers from 
a problem common to many CAV press- 
ings. Two out of every five frames are jit- 
tery, so I can't make out the suitcase con- 
tents any better than I could on tape or CLV 
disc. (The problem occurs on all six sides 
of my copy.) 

As for You Can t Get There from Here, 
it’s terrifically freezable and scannable. The 
program is a made-for-video anthology of 
obscure short subjects, industrials, educa- 
tional films, commercials and other visual 
artifacts of post-WWII America. The 19 
selections include some segments I’ve 
played over and over dozens of times, in- 
cluding “А Date with Your Family’’ (pro- 
moting clean, sexless family fun), ‘‘Design 
for Dreaming”’ (a musical extravaganza 
about General Motors) and ‘‘The Relaxed 
Wife’’ (an ever-so-cool commercial for 
sedatives). There are a few selections best 
viewed in the scan mode, such as *' Report 
to Home Builders." But all told, You Can 't 
Get There from Here is an enlighteningly 
cuckoo work of electronic anthropology 
—and a great party disc. (D.H.) 


PEOPLE, PLACES, THINGS 
NO. 1: FLIGHT OF THE 
DREAM TEAM ж 

No director credited. 1988. (LumiVision 
LV disc, CAV, 30 min., CX stereo, 
surround sound, price unavailable) 

One of the two or three programs re- 
leased on disc only over the past year, this 
title is little more than video Muzak. What 
a waste of time, money, talent, good inten- 
tions and aluminum oxide. 

Flight of the Dream Team is a collection 
of scenes of various types of skydivers, 
aerial gymnasts and others who leap out of 
airplanes for fun. While I have no doubt that 
their pastime is incomparably exhilarating, 
this videodisc is not. It shows lots of footage 
of jumpers—much of it taken from the air, 
astoundingly—yet the program makes no 
notable effort to make this material the 
slightest bit meaningful to the average 
viewer. There's no narration. There's no 
momentum; the thing starts out with nice, 
pretty footage and continues for 30 minutes 
with the same kind of thing. 

The nicest thing I can say about Flight of 
the Dream Team is that watching it really 
does make you want to jump out of a 
plane—without a parachute. (DH) 
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Your Camcorder 


Can Capture The Moment 


CopyCam" 
Can Help You Share It! 


Camcorder Enhancer 


"NL. 
VIDEOLINK * 


Now You Can Make Crystal 
Clear Copies of Your 
Camcorder Videos for the 
Whole Family to Enjoy 


Simply hook up our new COPYCAM 
between your camcorder and your 
VCR and see the picture clarity return. 
This remarkable camcorder enhancer 
makes true changes to the edge 
definition and detail of your copies 
(unlike other units which simply adjust 
the video gain). 

Plus - COPYCAM'S unique "Audio 
Zoom’’™ feature lets you balance the 
audio from shot to shot, so close-ups 
sound as.loud and clear as if you 
were actually moving toward your 
subject! The result is dramatically 
improved duplicates with almost no 
loss of clarity between ‘generations’. 

There’s more - COPYCAM even splits 
the camcorder’s mono sound into two 
channels for use with a stereo VCR. 
And, easy fo follow, step by step 
instructions and all audio and video 
cables are included! 

With all you've invested in your 
camcorder and VCR, don't settle for 
second generation copies that are 
second-rate. Use COPYCAM for every 
copy you make - you'll see and hear 
the differences - every time. 


SPECIAL $ 4 ©95 
ORDER TODAY 


CALL TOLL FREE R 





800-323-2325 
in NY 800-634-1901 


You always buy with confidence with The 
Electronic Mailbox. COPYCAM, like all our 
products, is backed by a full 10 day money 
back guarantee. 
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PRODUCTION CENTER  JXSV55 CHARACTER GENERATOR 59995 
Now you сап do professional video production with one Universal Titler adds Titles with ease to any system 
integrated, easy to use video editing processor. e 4 character sizes e 6 speed scroll | 
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e IMAGE ENHANCER - Adds sharpness and detail : 
ө COLOR PROCESSOR - Joystick controlled color balancing КД can ae powered by video camera, AC adapter or IMAGE ENHANCER/SOURCE SELECTOR 
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e Picture flashing $ 7 095 
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FLUID HEAD 
TRIPOD 
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Solidex’s most popular tripod features heavy 
duty fluid pan head plus, central column 
grip lock, large crank gear knob and 
panhead support. Opens to 61” 
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together with 1.5x telephoto and you 
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portable CD player through 
any cassette deck! Get 2 HBSII 60 high-bias 
5 1 £85 audio cassettes FREE! 
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WMS-PRO 
Professional VHF 
Wireless Microphone 


System 250' Range © ЖЕТУ 


Professional version of the popular WMS-20 VHF 
system provides 250’ range with virtually no 
interference. Includes powerful hand held & tie 
clip mics and 2 frequency operation. A must for 


quality audio. $ 1 9 9 0 0 
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e Add narration as you're 
video taping! 
e Monitor camcorder audio! 
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TRANSFERIT, o, 
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Now you can preserve your home movies on video 
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with A/V Processing EDIT Arrange your favorite scenes in any order. 





e 5 in/5 out A/V source selector 

e RF in/RF out for convenience 

e VIDEO-enhancer, color processor, A/V fader 

e AUDIO-DNR (noise reduction), full spectrum 
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SPECIAL EFFECTS 17 types of fades or wipes. $ 5 4900 
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THE POSTMAN 

ALWAYS RINGS 

TWICE xx 

Lana Turner, John Garfield, Hume 
Cronyn, Leon Ames. Directed by Tay 
Garnett. 1946. B&W. (MGM/UA 
cassette, 112 min., Hi-Fi mono, $29.95) 


BY RICHARD SCHICKEL 


It begins with one of the movies’ great 
erotic images. We hear the sound of a 
small metallic object striking the floor and 
see a lipstick rolling toward Frank 
Chambers (Garfield). He bends to 
retrieve it and, as he straightens up, Cora 
Smith (Turner), the lady who is careless 
with her cosmetics, is revealed from his 
point of view: white high heels, pouty 
lips, appraising eyes, impeccably lac- 
quered blond hair—a Varga pinup of the 
"405 brought to improbable life. 

It ends on a note of perfect irony. For 
Frank and Cora fall in love, commit an 
imperfect crime—they clumsily murder 
her husband—then proceed onward to 
their inevitable doom through an unex- 
pected twist. The movie, like the 
marvelously controlled, intensely written 
James M. Cain novel on which it is based, 
is a bravely imaginative attempt to meld 
the conventions of pulp melodrama with 
the emotions we usually expect to find in 
high tragedy. 

The movie is quite faithful to the letter 
of Cain's plot. But, unlike Billy Wilder's 
1944 adaptation of Cain's other master- 
piece, Double Indemnity, it softens the 
essential spirit of the original. Between 





Special delivery for Garfield, Turner. 


that arresting opening image and the bitter 
final irony, there is, instead of a mounting 
sense of doom, mostly caution—an at- 
tempt to substitute likability for pity, ter- 
ror and cynicism. There is little sexual 





Richard Schickel is a film critic for Time 
and the writer-producer of numerous TV 
documentaries about the movies. 
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charge between Turner and Garfield, and 
only a very muted sense that they are 
hopelessly in thrall to blind (and morally 
blinding) instinct. They often seem more 
like adolescents experimenting with first 
love rather than adults grasping desper- 
ately at a last chance for happiness. 

With no one at the studio worrying 
about their screen images, two supporting 
actors are permitted to raise Cain. 
Cronyn, at the beginning of his estimable 
career, does a marvelous turn as an 
amoral and manipulative defense at- 
torney, and Ames, in the midst of a long 
Hollywood career devoted mainly to play- 
ing genial father figures, is equally fine as 
a smoothly menacing district attorney. 
When they are on screen, the movie has 
the kind of evil energy Turner and Gar- 
field either could not find or were not per- 
mitted to seek. 


THE WIND хххх 

Lillian Gish, Lars Hanson, Montague 
Love. Directed by Victor Seastrom. 
1928. B&W. (MGM/UA cassette, 

88 min., Hi-Fi stereo, $29.95) 


FLESH AND THE 

DEVIL * * * 

Greta Garbo, John Gilbert, Lars Han- 
son. Directed by Clarence Brown. 1927. 
B&W. (MGM/UA cassette, 109 min., 
Hi-Fi stereo, $29.95) 


B Y E D HULSE 


MGM/UA Home Video’s ongoing 
policy of releasing silent classics on 
cassette, with newly composed musical 
scores, is courageous as well as laudable, 
since the constituency for silent movies 
must be minuscule by any home video 
standard. If that constituency grows, it 
will be due in no small part to the pioneer- 
ing efforts of MGM/UA and film 
historians Kevin Brownlow and David 
Gill, who rescued The Wind and Flesh and 
the Devil—among others—from relative 
obscurity and commissioned composer 
Carl Davis to write lush new musical 
scores for them. 

The Wind makes a perfect introduction 
to silent movie technique. It also supplies 
aclassic textbook example of wedding im- 
age and music. Davis' silent-movie scores 
and orchestrations (which can be heard in 
stereo on these tapes) are always ex- 
cellent, but his music for 7he Wind is 
especially stirring: at times poignant and 
wistful, but also eerie, somber and 
hypnotic— not unlike the wind itself. 

In the best tradition of silent-movie 
music, 7he Wind's score perfectly com- 
plements the narrative and mood. Gish's 
character, a virginal Easterner forced by 
circumstances to marry a Westerner she 
doesn't love, fears the unrelenting winds 









| SE € Ve 
Garbo and Gilbert play silent post office. 
that sweep across the barren prairie. In the 
movie's climactic sequence, as a par- 
ticularly violent sandstorm batters her 
tiny wooden home, Gish imagines phan- 
tasmagorical apparitions that nearly drive 
her insane. Davis' music underscores 
with real power the terrifying images so 
carefully chosen, photographed апа 
edited at Seastrom's direction. It's an un- 
forgettable episode. 

Flesh and the Devil's most memorable 
moments are the steamy scenes shared by 
Garbo and Gilbert, then real-life lovers. 
Their passion clearly permeates every 
frame of this movie's torrid romantic in- 
terludes. Otherwise, Flesh isn't quite The 
Wind’s equal. It’s first and foremost a 
glossy star vehicle for the top-billed 
players, who at that time were MGM’s 
hottest properties. The story, a hand- 
somely mounted period piece, is essen- 
tially your basic romantic triangle: femme 
fatale Garbo vamps best friends Gilbert 
and Hanson, and pits them against each 
other to her advantage. 

At 109 minutes Flesh and the Devil is a 
bit too long for its own good, even allow- 
ing for the measured pacing that 
characterized many pictorially lavish 
silents of the late '20s. Garbo’s in- 
definable magnetism seems slightly di- 
minished on video, too; it’s possible that 
young, first-time viewers of Flesh will 
wonder why she was such a superstar. 
Then again, some may discover this 
charismatic actress and join her still- 
faithful legions of fans. 

Of course, the video transfers—made 
from the best existing 35mm material— 
are excellent, although my copy of The 
Wind was framed too tightly, cutting off 
some heads at the top of the screen and 
maiming some of the lengthy intertitles. 
By and large, though, today’s audiences 
are fortunate to see these great movies 
copied from pristine prints that reflect 
their original luster. 





Ed Hulse is also the editor of Previews 
magazine and a former president of the 
Society for Cinephiles. 


CAMERAS AND 
ELECTRONICS 
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1957-61 CONEY ISLAND AVE.. BROOKLYN, NY 11223 


| SATISFACTION, ОИ PRICES & ЕЕЕ SERVICE GUARANTEED! SONOS 


NO SURCHARGE 
ON CREDIT CARDS 


Panasonic 2 


PV-420 Camcorder 


0 


PV-520 meadar 


NEW! w/Light e Built-In o 


$1319.99 
$1149.99 
$1319.9 


CCDF-40 CM der CCDF-35 Camcorder 


586999 


NEW! EOS 630 Body 
EOS 650 Body 
EOS 620 Body 
NEW! EOS 850 


C д 
CCDF-99 Hi Band . . 
DV-2 


Nikon N-2020 Autofocus DARUM 99 
Nikon 4004 

NEW! Nikon 40045 

Nikon 8008 Body 

Nikon SB-20 

Nikon SB-22 


. 3769.99 
. 3949.99 
. 31209.99 


CALL! 
$1449.99 


Prices valid until August 31, 1989 
TO ORDER IN NY & OUT-OF-STATE CALL TOLL FREE 


+-800-535-АВЕЗ 


22 mm “©, ©] =: 2177 


CANON 


Ask about our Overnight Delivery! 


Camcorder 


CG-9806 . CALL! CG-9815 . CALL! 
CG-9808 . CALL! CG-9825 . ұласа 


CG-9810 . CALL! 


SHARP. gi 


VL-1250U . CALL! 
VL-L80UA CALL! 


VL-C77UA CALL! 4 


VL-C650U CALL! 
VL-C73UA CALL! 
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CALL! A1 Hi-8 .. CALL! 
.. CALL! Ғ10005.. CALL! 


CVJ-320 
Camcorder 
CVJ-310 $739.99 
CVJ-340 . . CALL! 
CVJ-360 . . CALL! 
CVK-300 779.99 
CVK-310 5829.99 


. CALL! 


FAX # (for orders only) 


For Customer Service Shipping 
Dept. Call 10:30AM-6: 


' 1-718-645-1878 


581059 


CVK-320 939.99 
CVK-322 . CALL! 
CVK-332 . CALL! 
VR-9246 . CALL! 


CHINON X 


CVT-T2 Dieta 5110099 


Camcorder 


AF Audio Dubbing 


KD-3030 . CALL! 
KD-1700 . . CALL! 
KDM-710 . CALL! 
KD-5010 . . CALL! 
KD-HI30 . . CALL! 


OLYMPUS 6 


VX-802 . $799.99 
VX803 . . $899.99 


VX-406 . $999.99 li 


VXS-40551299.99 
VX-402 . $799.99 


LENSES 


Set of Wide Angle 


. CALL! 

4 R-620 . ... CALL! 
R-630 ... CALL! 
Н-800... CALL! 


50099 


CVT-65 Color Viewfinder 
CVT-80 10:1 Zoom, Electronic Image, 
Stabilization, Multi-Stage < 


CALL! 


RES | \-2000 VHSCALL! x я % 


Professional Head Cleaner 


1-718-645-8801 | CAL 


WE SHIP 
WORLD- 
WIDE! 


645-0900 


Friday 9:30 AM - 6:00 PM 


CC-275 
Camcorder 
CC-250 . . CALL! 
CC-300 . . CALL! 
CC-310. . . CALL! 
CC-320 .. CALL! 


CALL! 


CC-350 .. CALL! 
CPR-250 . CALL! 
CPR-350 . CALL! 


GRC-30 
Camcorder 


50009 


MIN@LTA Ж ae 


V-2100 VHSCALL! ия 
C-50 VHS-CCALL! PS 
8200-8MM CALL! ae 

8-81 MM. CALL! V-10 VHS . CALL! 


VN-830 кр 
VN-900.... CALL! & 
VN-950 .. . . CALL! 


Sunday 10AM-7PM CIOSED‘SAT 
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= 


& Telephoto Lens Set 
Hi Res., Deluxe Multi- 


ae 2X атор Lens 51 8999 

Hi Res., Deluxe Multi- 

vp о Lens 97 999 

Hi Quality Tele Zoom 

Converter 1.8X - 4X 532999 
51 8999 


Hi REs., Deluxe Multi- 
High Quality Fish Eye Lens $24999 


Set of 3 High Quality 
Glass Filters 

Sturdy Video Quick 
Release Tripod 


ты A 510099 
54099 


Large Selection of amie ie Cases Available! 


МІМӨТТА SLRs 


FREE Electronic Flash 
with each Camere Purchased! 


MINOLTA MAXXUM 
ORIGINAL EQUIPMENT 
Maxxum 7000 Body ity 99 

Maxxum 9000 Body 

NEW Maxxum 7000i 

NEW Maxxum 3000! 

Maxxum 50mm 1.7 

Maxxum 24mm 12.8 

Maxxum 28mm f2.8 

Maxxum 135mm 12.8 

Maxxum 50mm 12.8 Macro 
Maxxum 70-210mm 14.0 9.99 
Maxxum 80-200mm 14.0-56 139.99 


coated Wide Angle Lens 
PENTAX 


Free Electronic Flash w/each 
Camera Purchased 


$269.99 
$349.99 
574. 99 


Pentax SF-1 Auto 
Focus Body 
New Pentax SF-10 
AutoFocus 
Pentax 50mm 
1.7 Lens AF 
New! Pentax SF-1 N 
Pentax 28mm 12.8 AF 
Pentax 50mm 1.4 AF 
Pentax 28-80mm AF $179.99 
Pentax 35-70mm f3.5-4.5 AF $109.99 
Pentax 35-135mm f3.5-4.5 Qd 99 
Pentax 70-210mm AF 59.99 


PV-2800 $229.99 
PV-2900 $249.99 
PV-2912 $249.99 


Chest Tripod AIÑ PV-4800 5269. 99 
MonoPod $2999 | py.4920 3294.99 


PV-4924 5329.99 


AUTO FOCUS CAMERAS 


NIKON 
L-35 AF One Touch 


CALL 


New One Touch (Macro) 129.99 


New Zoom 500 
Action Touch 
Tele-Touch 
Tele-Touch Deluxe 
Fun-Touch 

New One-Touch 100 


OLYMPUS 


229.99 
179.99 
169.99 
189.99 

89.99 
109.99 


CANON 

Snappy S 

Sure Shot II 

Sure Shot Supreme 
Sure Shot Tele 169.99 
NEW! Multi Tele 169.99 
NEW! Sure Shot Zoom 199.99 
NEW! Ace . . 114.99 
NEW! Canon Joy .... 99.99 
MINOLTA 


. 99.99 
CALL 
129.99 


PV-4926 $399.99 
PV-4960 $424.99 
PV-4970 624.99 
PV-4980 $659.99 
PV-499051239.99 


FOR INFORMATION 
L 1-718- 


OPEN SUNDAY! 
10:AM - 7:00 PM 


OPEN: Mon-Thurs. 9:30AM-8:00PM 


‚=! 


D 


+ 


Pentax АР 240 FT Flash 
Pentax AF 400 FTZ Flash 


$ 89.99 


NIKON A.F LENSES: Maxxum 100-300 249.99 
$189.99 


50mm F1.8 Auto Focus Maxxum 100-200 14.5 
50mm F1.4 Auto Focus | Maxxum 35-70mm 14.0 . 
24mm F2.8 Auto Focus ; А "8, . Body 
28mm F:2.8 Auto Focus ч . New P3 129.99 174.99 
2885mm F:35-4 5 Auto Focus279.99 Maxxum 1800 AF Flash K-1000 99.99 13999 
35-70 F.33-45 Auto Focus 119.99 Maxxum 2800 AF Flash For 1 7 lens instead of 2.0 add 525 
35-105 F:3.5-4.5 Auto Focus 279.99 Maxxum 4000 AF Flash Camera cases for Pentax $19.99 
100-300mm 156 EF 35-135mm F-35-4 5 Auto Focus299.99 Maxxum 32001 Flash Case to fit camera & тоот | 
50mm 135 EF Macro 70-210mm Ғ.40 Auto Focus 179.99 Maxxum Lithium Batt. Pck Wide strap w/Pentax name 

300 EZ Flash р гои: F:2.8 Micro Auto Focus үт” 2ХсопуепегіогРетах 

420 EZ Flash ; 16A Adaptor (Con f 

NEWI E160 Flash 2X Converter for Nikon 29.99 тоза ына Seray 
Quartz Data Back E Camera Cases for Nikon 19.99 
EOS Original Wide Strap Nikon FM-2 319.99 


For Other Nikon Products CALL! 


NEW! EOS 750 
NEW! EOS 750 00 
50mm 1.8 EF 
35-70 35 EF A 
28-70 35 EF 
35-105 35 EF 
NEW! 35-135 35EF 
70-210 {4.0 EF 


AF-Tele 

Freedom 100 
Freedom 200 
Freedom Ill 

New Freedom Dual 
New Freedom Tele 
FUJI 

DL-400 

Discovery 500 


RICOH 


129.99 
59.99 

. 89.99 
104.99 
119.99 
169.99 


109.99 

89.99 
149.99 
189.99 
159.99 
269.99 


Infinity 

Infinity Jr. | 
Quick Shooter Tele 
Quick Shooter Zoom 
NEW! Infinity Twin 
Olympus Super Zoom 300 


PENTAX 
| 0. Zoom 
NEW! 1.0. Zoom 70 
NEW! 1.0. Zoom 60 


w/f2.0 


169.99 
219.99 


CALL! 


Maxxum AA Battery Pack 
Maxxum DataBack 
Minolta X-700 Body 
Minolta X-370 Body 
Camera Cases for Minolta 


149.99 
CALL 


Lenses to Pentax Mt.) 
Power winder for Pentax 
Pentax 280T flash 


For Other Pentax Products CALL! 


alto FLASHES 11У 
E 2. Зоовет EEN CE я 30040 | ая GUARANTEED ER LIGH 
11 ; 
2 30045 45 89.99 № ral à Ж SZX-28-70 2.8 WITHIN 1 ОАУ$ OR КІН Racha iia К 
28-200 35 109.99 [E ОДА 5250080 Мио 9999 29.99 MONEY BACKI $139 99 " 
z> Above in Contax Mount “ Above in Contax Mount Above in Contax Mount AC/DC Compact Video Light *69.99 


COMPANY POLICY These are phone and mail order prices only Prices are по! valid in the retail showroom: If you wish to drive to the store. please call ahead to check the in-store price and reserve the item you plan 10 purchase To order use MasterCard Visa 33 "сап 
Express or Diners Club CO D orders welcomed or mail in money order or certified check For personal checks. please allow at least 4 weeks trom the date we deposit your check Call toll tree for shipping and handling charges All merchandise is brand new Exchange or 
refund (less shipping) within 7 days only if returned in original mint condition with carton. packing and papers and unfilled blank warranty cards NO EXCEPTIONS Quantities limited We reserve the right to limit quantities Not responsible for typographical errors These prices 
valid until August 31, 1989 Some items carry international warranty USA warranteed items are usually additional in cost 
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PROFESSIONAL Ве 
ULTRA COMPACT 


25300 45 SUPER LIGHT 
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35-135 35 
2X Converter 
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For additional information, circle Мо. 121 оп Reader Service Card. 





CARTOONIES FEATURING 
LITTLE LULU жж ж 
Animated featurettes. No directors 
credited. 1989 compilation. (Republic 
cassette, approx. 50 min., Hi-Fi 
mono, $9.95) 


COLUMBIA PICTURES 
CARTOONS STARRING 
LPL ABNER ж 

Animated featurettes. No directors 
credited. 1989 compilation. (RCA/ 
Columbia cassette, approx. 35 min., 
Hi-Fi mono, $29.95) 


BY LEONARD MALTIN 


I remember liking both of these 1940s 
cartoon series when I saw them in my 
childhood. When Little Lulu was a staple 
on one of my local TV stations, I so loved 
its title song that I committed its lyrics to 
memory (‘‘Little Lulu, little Lulu, with 
freckles on her chin/Always in and out of 
trouble, but mostly always іп”). 1/71 
Abner didn't get any similar TV exposure 
that I recall, but I did have one or two of 
the shorts in my collection of 8mm home 
movies back in the Neanderthal Age B.V. 
(before video). 

It's always dangerous to confront one's 
childhood memories, as I did when I 
screened these two new video collections. 
Little Lulu has survived the years un- 
scathed, however. It never was a great 
series; at its best, Famous Studios, its pro- 
ducer, was competent, not inspired. But it 
is cute, and my three-year-old daughter 
has fallen in love with the quietly 
mischievous Lulu. She doesn't care, how- 
ever, for the Screen Song bouncing-ball 
cartoons that are sandwiched in between 
each of the Lulu shorts on the cassette— 
and I can't say I blame her, for they aren't 
very good. 

With 1171 Abner, all five of the cartoons 
Columbia made from Al Capp's popular 
comic strip are collected on this one video 
release—although the first, ‘‘Amoozin’ 
but Confoozin’,’’ appears to be a trun- 
cated print. Taken as a whole, the series is 
awful. The cartoons are not just unfunny, 
but are executed with a sloppiness I’ve 
rarely seen in a Hollywood studio car- 
toon. The one cartoon I remember from 
my youth, **Sadie Hawkins Day,’’ actual- 
ly has some laughs and draws on the fer- 
tile foundation of Capp's original crea- 
tion. But even the potential of this one is 
thwarted by bad drawing. 

I'm glad I caught up with Abner to set 
the record straight in my mind about this 
series. I’m a lot happier to find that Little 
Lulu remains such a pleasant children's 


Leonard Maltin is the author of Of Mice 
and Magic: A History of American Ani- 
mated Cartoons and a regular on TV's 
Entertainment Tonight. 
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cartoon series. And there’s one extra treat 
for the adult cartoon buffs out there: One 
cartoon on the cassette, “Гт Just 
Curious,’’ features the original Para- 
mount titles (instead of the credits badly 
refilmed by UM&M TV in the '50s). A 
small point, but a satisfying one. 


THE COCOANUTS ж ж ж 
Groucho, Harpo, Chico, Zeppo Marx, 
Kay Francis, Oscar Shaw. Directed by 
Robert Florey and Joseph Santley. 1929. 
B&W. (MCA cassette, 96 min., Hi-Fi 
mono, $29.95) 


B Y E D HULSE 


The Marx Brothers’ first feature-length 
movie is more than just a little creaky by 
today’s standards. An adaptation of their 
1929 hit Broadway show, written by 
George S. Kaufman and Morris Ryskind, 


it was filmed in Paramount’s Astoria 
(New York) studios and has most of the 
flaws one associates with early talkies: a 
static, stagey directorial technique, florid 
overacting from players recruited from 
the stage and poor sound recording. 

But there are compensations. The mad- 
cap Marxes dominate every scene they’re 
in, easily overshadowing a bland support- 
ing cast (including femme fatale Kay 
Francis, who went on to better things in 
Hollywood). The restrictions of the film 
frame weren’t all that different from those 
of the proscenium arch; both settings just 
barely restrained the brothers’ anarchic 
tendencies, so the discipline of talkie 
moviemaking didn’t unduly hamper their 
hyperkinetic brand of comedy. 

Groucho, as a resort hotel manager 
tracking down stolen jewels, has some 
great routines, including the classic 
"Why a duck?’’ exchange with Chico. Ir- 
ving Berlin wrote the songs, which are for 
the most part unimaginatively staged. But 
Marx Brothers fans won't be disap- 
pointed: The Cocoanuts may be their first 
movie, but they're already in fine form. 


Just a lovely bunch of Cocoanuts: Chico, Zeppo, Groucho and Harpo. 





VINTAGE TV 


MILTON BERLE—THE 
SECOND TIME AROUND: 
THE FUNNY FIFTIES, 
CARNIVAL OF COMEDY, 
LEGENDS ж ж ж 

Directed by Milton Berle. 1989. (Three 
Kodak cassettes, 60 min. each, Hi-Fi 
mono, $19.95 each or $49.95 per set) 


BY. CURT САТНТЕ 


Compiled by Mr. Television himself, 
this treasure trove of old TV clips was 
assembled from Berle’s archives of the 
Texaco Star Theater, which he .hosted 
from 1948 to 1954. Berle has done a good 
job, even soft-pedaling himself in favor of 
more compelling material from his 
show's guests. They range from Frank 
Sinatra and Elvis Presley to Peter Lorre, 


pet 
^ ЕУ 





Carmen Miranda, Nat King Cole and 
Cole Porter. 

Full of long-unseen footage, these tapes 
also should have crossover appeal to fans 
of certain performers. For example, 
Sinatraphiles should pounce as Frankie is 
liberally represented throughout. The 
Presley footage is abbreviated (about four 
minutes) but those minutes explode; the 
King plays straight man to Berle with 
unflappable cool, then launches into a live 
version of ‘‘Hound Бор.” 

Many of the comedy sketches sparkle 
for the same reason—for the show was 
shot live and its rawness is appealing in 
comparison to today’s homogenized taped 
programming. 

Although the staging is sometimes 
primitive—they were really televised 
radio shows with a heavy nod to burlesque 
traditions—these are fascinating time cap- 
sules on many levels. 

The first volume, The Funny Fifties, is 
the best of the three for Elvis alone. 


Longtime TV buff Curt Gathje is a New 
York-based critic and novelist. 
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RICOH В-800Н Hi-8 | 


SUPER VHS 8:1 ZOOM w/FLYING ERASE HEAD 
INCLUDES ALL ACCESSORIES 

SUPER VHS FULL SIZE TIME/DATE 8x ZOOM 
SAME AS ABOVE w/DIGITAL EFFECTS 
8mm/SPECIAL EFFECTS 420 PIX, SLOW MO. 
HI-FI, 1:2000 SHUT 
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-PANASONIC 4 HD VHS MARK 
WIFLVERASEHD................ Hay pt Weg 


-QUASAR 4+2 HD Hi-Fi ST MTS 

-4+2 SUPER VHS Hi-Fi MTS 
SUPER & FLY ERASE 

-4+2 SUPER VHS Hi-Fi MTS 


SANSUI VX99 












* PANASONIC PV530 *RCACC320 | +YASHICAKD5010 — -SONY CCDF35 

* PANASONIC PV520 e JVC GRS707 | «САМОМ E708 e HITACHI VM3150 
* OLYMPUS VX803 *JVC GR60 «НІТАСНІ VM5200 — «CANON F1000 
*OLYMPUS VXS405KU •САМОМА1 [| -RCACC310 JVC GRS77 

* CANON E808 * RICOH R800H | «СЕ GE9825 “РҮ460 
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NEWMARK УАМ2000 Digital Disolv . 

AZDEN or NADY Wireless Mics 

SONY SBV1000 SELECTOR VIDEO 
(Professional MULTI-VIDEO IN & OUT) 


AUTHORIZED 
DEALER for: 


CANON 
GE 


PANASONIC 
OLYMPUS 


VHS-C 6:1 ZOOM 5 LUX 

8mm 5 LUX KD1700 FLY ERASE HI-FI 

VHS FULL-SIZE CAM TIME/DATE 6:1 ZOOM 
VHS-C FLY ERASE 

VHS FULL-SIZE CAM TIME/DATE 8:1 ZOOM 
VHS 8:1 ZOOM FLY ERASE w/CH GEN 














700 LINE 50” 
w/MTS SURROUND 
46” PNP SVHS 
TOSHIBA, 
PIONEER 
SONY 
JVC 


20” REMOTE 
COLOR TV 
MTSSTEREO | 


HI-RESOLUTION E< 
| 26° SUPER. | 





SUPER & FLY ERASE w/DIGITAL ... (m -- INPUT 
-V БОЕВ *( Y d | 
ВЕТ ВЕС. . іші” 5ТЕНЕО WHITE | 
-PLAYER ONLY VHS ................... SUPER VHS BALANCE | 
-AC/DC VHS PLAYER................... 30" TV MIS 2 
-8mm & STEREO PCM Hi-Fi PORT. .. sovis. •Сү300 ......... кы. 
Вто PLAVER els NP77... e P6120 8mm SONY 

- SUPER VHS TAPE (T120) ......... 









LASER DISC COMPACT DISC 


az анода. 


” WHOLESALERS 


1160 HAMBURG ТРК. ‚ WAYNE, N.J. 07470 
Convenient FAX #: (201) 628-8069 





РОН MORE INFO, Call: 
















20” PANASONIC VHS/TV . 
13" TV wNHS RECORDER. ... 
5" PLAY ONLY 





WE WILL MATCH OR BEAT ANY LEGITIMATE PRICE 


Please call only for brand names seen in this ad. 


(201) 696-6531 


_We snip within 24 hours 
All prices quoted i included 
mar lacie 215 Standard 


accessories & US War 
CUM All и ni tS are о! ty 


| di ng ex tra NOI respons: 
| C.0.D. ble fo Еуро Graphical er 
VISA rors S&H non refundable 





For additional information, circle No. 47 on Reader Service Card. 
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STRIPPED TO KILL II: 
LIVE GIRLS £3 £3 3 
Maria Ford, Eb Lottimer. 
Directed by Katt Shea Ruben. 
1989. Rated R. (MGM/UA 
cassette, 90 min., Hi-Fi stereo, 
$89.95) 

This effort from Roger Corman's 
Concorde Pictures is a sterling exam- 
ple of the Corman ethos in action. 
Writer-director Ruben definitely 
gives the audience what it wants. 
Someone is slashing the throats of 
strippers at the Paragon Club, and 
new girl Shady (the extremely strik- 
ing Ford) is having razor-wielding 
nightmares and waking up covered in 
blood. Detective Decker (Lottimer) 
knows that she's not the killer, and 
the two engage in a fairly steamy 
romance. Sounds cliche-ridden, and 
it is, but Ruben provides sharp dia- 
logue and fairly solid plotting while 
directing with an elan that compen- 
sates for what must have been a ridic- 
ulously low budget. As for what the 
audience wants: Well, the movie brims 
with half-naked babes and contains a 
fair amount of grisliness, as well as 
sex in unusual places.(Glenn Kenny) 


FOOD OF THE GODS, 
PART2 8939 

Paul Coufos, Lisa Schrage. 
Directed by Damian Lee. 1989. 
Rated R. (IVE cassette, 90 min., 
Hi-Fi stereo, $89.95) 

Without the goofy casting of Mar- 
joe Gortner, Ralph Meeker and Ida 
Lupino and the unabashedly phony 
F/X of Bert I. Gordon's original 1976 
FOTG, this unrelated sequel had 
quite an act to follow. But Part 2 is 
actually pretty okay, perfect brain rot 
for undiscriminating genre fans. In a 
college research lab, rats accidentally 
ingest an experimental growth hor- 
mone and go on what's referred to in 
the trade as a ‘‘ravenous feeding fren- 
zy." As usual, it's upto the doc who 


KERNEL KEY 
£3 So bad, it's bad 
A movie to fold 

£3 £3 laundry by 
£3 £9 £3 Recommended 


Now that's 
cy £3 £3 £3 entertainment 
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brewed the elixir to quell the rodent 
onslaught—but not before a par- 
ticularly nutty sex scene intercut with 
footage of rats gnawing on giant 
tomatoes and a gory attack on syn- 
chronized swimmers. Funny, grue- 
some, really dumb junk.(Doug Brod) 





т 


ANN 


HELLBOUND: 
HELLRAISER II £3 £3 
Clare Higgins, Ashley Laurence. 
Directed by Tony Randel. 1988. 
R-rated and unrated versions 
available. (New World cassette, 
R-rated version: 93 min., unrated 
version: 98 min., Hi-Fi stereo, 
DS, $89.95) ГЛ 

Slick and incoherent, this follow- 
up to Clive Barker's surprise hit of a 
few years back is one of the silliest 
and most beautifully photographed 
horror flicks in recent years. That it's 
essentially a remake of the first 
picture—this time with a dead 
woman, not a dead guy, craving 
bodies to suck dry—is not too annoy- 
ing, for director Randel records 
enough gamy flesh ripping and eye- 
ball popping to keep a seasoned gore- 
hound glued. What the movie lacks, 
alas, is momentum; when it ends, you 
hardly notice. Also, the elaboration 
on the mythology of the pain-mon- 
gering Cenobites is pointless here, 
since nothing in this movie makes any 
sense anyway. (Doug Brod) 


CURSE II: THE BITE 23 
Jill Schoelen, J. Eddie Peck, 
Jamie Farr. Directed by Fred 
Goodwin. Rated R. 1989. (TWE 
cassette, 97 min., Hi-Fi stereo, 
$89.95) 

Jamie Farr's name, appearing that 
high on the cast list, should have 
tipped me off right away, but I strug- 





gled through Curse II anyway. 
Joyriding teens driving through the 
desert spot snakes every where. And 
these aren't ordinary snakes, either; 
they're mutant reptiles nuked during 
the government's A-bomb testing. 
After being bitten by one of them, 


Mouthing off: 
mutant snake 
takes a Bite 
out of Peck. 


Peck exhibits peculiar symptoms, 
and savvy doctor Farr suspects that 
the boy's undergoing a sinister meta- 
morphosis. Most of Curse П unfolds 
in cars, resulting in endless stretches 
of boring dialogue filmed in two-shots 
and close-ups. In an unbelievably 
anachronistic plot device, Farr enlists 
the aid of truckers via CB radio. Aside 
from a few good `n’ gory F/X, this 
shocker is strictly a schlocker. By the 
way, its only relation to the original 
Curse is the typography used on the 
cassette box! (Ed Hulse) 


DEATHSTALKER III 22 
John Allen Nelson, Carla Herd, 
Terri Treas. Directed by Alfonso Cor- 
ona. 1988. Rated R. (Vestron cas- 
sette, Hi-Fi mono, 85 min., $79.98) 
This lackluster sword-and-sorcery 
opus is far and away the series' 
weakest—and that's not saying much. 
Its okay in concept: Deathstalker 
(Nelson), at the urging of exotic prin- 
cess Carissa (Herd), fights hordes of 
funny-helmeted warriors to keep 
three magical jewels from falling into 
the hands of an evil wizard. But the 
action. scenes are poorly staged; 
sword-swinging combatants tele- 
graph every move and practically trip 
over each other. The special effects 
never rise above the perfunctory (the 
most impressive trick shot is lifted 
from the first Deathstalker), and the 
sets are unimaginatively dressed and 
photographed. Female leads Herd and 


П: 
ТНЕ 


Treas try to be sexy, but they don’t 
measure up to the pulchritude level set 
by Barbi Benton and Lana Clarkson 


SEQUEL 


in the initial entry. (Ed Hulse) 
THE UNDERSTUDY: 
GRAVEYARD 

SHIFT II 25:3 


Wendy Gazelle, Silvio Oliviero, 
Ilse Von Glatz. Directed by 
Gerard Ciccoritti. 1988. Rated R. 
(Virgin cassette, 88 min., Hi-Fi 
stereo, $79.95) 

Since it is peculiarly structured, 
features lots of gauzy cinematog- 
raphy and is not terribly gory, some 
might regard 7he Understudy as an 
admirable attempt to create horror 
out of mood rather than violence. I 
thought it was a lukewarm dish of 
Anne Rice-inspired pablum. Taking 
place on the set of a low-budget hor- 
ror flick (wow, it's self-reflexive), 
The Understudy is ostensibly about 
make-up artist Von Glatz's efforts to 
bring back her vampire lover Oli- 
viero's essence from the ozone or 
something. Neurotic female lead 
Gazelle becomes ensnared in the 
stratagem and finds the vampire life- 
style a little too appealing for her 
weedy boyfriend's taste. Gazelle and 
Von Glatz both have undeniable pres- 
ence, and if there's any justice, will 
move on to better things. A big 
raspberry to Oliviero, though; he plays 
the vampire as a cross between a luded- 
out Eric Bogosian and much-loathed 
Canadian pop star Gino Vannelli. 
This flick's recommended only for 
gorehounds who still take their liberal 
arts degrees seriously.(Glenn Kenny) 


Understudy Oliviero's no Olivier. 
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CLARION 5630CD ... CALL 
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SHERWOOD XR1604 .. 
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CLARION 9730RT .... 
Dolby High Power DIN 
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SHERWOOD CRD210 .. 5149 
Dolby B/C, CD Input 
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UNIDEN TALKER ... CALL 
Radar Detector—SPECIAL 


SAE T102 
Digital TUNER 
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TEAC V670 
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3-Head SPECIAL PURCHASE 
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TEAC V285CHX .... 597 
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TEAC X2000 
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JVC TDV621 . 
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PANASONIC KXW1500 . 5519 
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Typewriter 
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T H E ARTS 
STRAUSS: ELEKTRA жж 


Leonie Rysanek, Catarina Ligendza, 
Astrid Varnay, Dietrich Fischer- 
Dieskau, Vienna Philharmonic, 
conducted by Karl Bohm. Directed by 
Gotz Friedrich. (London-PolyGram LV 
disc, CLV, 117 min., stereo, ADD, 
$59.95) 


BY THOR ECKERT JR. 


When I reviewed this gripping produc- 
tion of Strauss’ Elektra for VR as a 1987 
television special, I was utterly swept 
away by the performance as well as by 
director Friedrich’s arresting visual reali- 
zation of the opera. And it would seem the 
perfect opera for PolyGram’s new CD- 
laser disc releases—for several historic 
reasons. This was Bohm’s last recording, 
finished a matter of weeks before his 
death. Soprano Rysanek is captured in 
peak form histrionically and vocally. And 
Varnay (herself the outstanding Elektra of 
the '50s and '60s) is as chillingly decadent 
a Klytamnestra as one could ever want. 

The advantage of laser disc at its best 
lies in the clarity of the video image 
wedded to the meticulous digital transfer 
of the soundtrack. Unfortunately, this 
release is not equally impressive in both 
areas. The sound is quite good, but 
somewhere in the video transfer process, 
the color has been leeched from too many 
scenes. At times flesh tones are true; at 
others, they are persistently greenish. 
Blood, which features so prominently in 
Friedrich’s imagery, is as often black as it 
isred. And soit goes. At first I thought my 
memory might be faulty, but a compari- 
son with my personal off-the-air tape of 
the original telecast showed its colors 
truer. This Elektra is so special as a per- 
formance that it should be of a quality that 
really shows off your video system. In this 
laser disc version, it is regrettably want- 
ing in the visual impact it richly deserves. 





Thor Eckert Jr. is a music critic for Opus/ 
Musical America and a former critic for 
the Christian Science Monitor. 


CANTELOUBE’S SONGS OF 
THE AUVERGNE жж ж ж 
Kiri Те Kanawa, English Chamber 
Orchestra, conducted by Jeffrey Tate. 
Directed by Peter Bartlett. 1989. 
(London-PolyGram LV disc, CLV, 

53 min., stereo, DDD, $29.95) 


BY ROY HEMMING 


Gorgeous. That’s the word for both the 
visual and audio beauties of this stunning 
mixture of optical laser disc and CD 
sound. It’s also as perfect an example as 
Гуе yet seen of combining a first-rate con- 


60! VIDEO REVIEW 





Te Kanawa: peachy sounds and scenery. 


cert performance with scenes appropriate 
to the work being performed. 

The orchestrations that French com- 
poser Canteloube made between 1923 and 
1955 of French provincial folk songs are 
as hauntingly sensuous, colorful and ap- 
pealing as any music of this century. And 
they are tailor-made for the cool, liquid 
purity of Dame Kiri’s soprano voice. 

Director Bartlett wisely doesn’t attempt 
to visualize the lyrics of each song 
literally—opting instead for cinema- 
tography of French locales that capture 
the musical mood or spirit. This is the sort 
of disc you'll gladly watch and listen to 
over and over. 
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LIVING COLOUR: 
PRIMER ж x x 

Living Colour. Various directors. 
1989. (CMV cassette, 30 min., Hi-Fi 
stereo, $16.98) 


B Y JIM FARBER 


Living Colour is a group worth looking 
at. It’s a black band that’s made it big 
playing hard rock ‘п’ roll—the first outfit 
to pull that off since Jimi Hendrix in the 
late '60s. MTV played a major part in this 
success, airing the band's ‘Си of Per- 
sonality” clip long before radio picked up 
on the song. This compilation of the band's 
clips shows what MTV saw in them. 

The group exudes major charisma in the 
performance footage—focusing on singer 
Corey Glover (who throws himself into 
the music like a whirling dervish) and lead 
guitarist Vernon Reid (whose fingers race 
up and down the fretboard with fierce ex- 
pertise). There is only one pure perform- 
ance piece here: a never-before-seen, live 
"Broken Hearts" clip. But nearly all the 
band's shorts feature hefty performance 
sections. 

Following the band's lyrics, the con- 


ceptual bits focus on broad social issues. 
“Ореп Letter to a Landlord’’ visualizes 
the wages of gentrification, while Funny 
Vibe” re-creates the paranoid reception 
young blacks continue to receive in white 
society. The latter track, which is largely 
conceptual and the best clip here, covers 
these prejudices with an artful wit. 
Similarly, in interviews with the band 
(sandwiched between clips), the group 


manages to discuss its songs' angry themes 


without accusatory self-righteousness, but 
rather with a matter-of-fact confidence. In 
the end, that may be Living Colour's most 
appealing weapon in the continued battle 
against pop's rigid color lines. 

T 


A TRIBUTE TO 

RICKY NELSON ж ж ж 

Ricky Nelson, Carl Perkins, Roy Or- 
bison, Fats Domino, John Fogerty, 
Waylon Jennings, The Jordanaires. 
Directed by Taylor Hackford. 1986. 
(Rhino cassette, 45 min., Hi-Fi stereo, 
$19.95) 


BY STEVE SIMELS 


Because he was a TV star Ricky Nelson 
has never really gotten much critical re- 
spect in rock circles. In fact, far too many 
otherwise well-informed genre fans tend 
to think of Nelson as sort of the rockabilly 
equivalent of the Monkees, as inauthen- 
tic, wimpy, secondhand; іп short, the 
Anti-Elvis. That’s something of a bum 
rap, of course, and the nice thing about this 
combination concert video/posthumous 
tribute is that, despite occasional lapses in- 
to hagiography, Nelson’s genuine talents 
come across with no apologies necessary. 

There’s interview footage, overly heart- 
felt tributes from his peers, old TV clips and 
a concert performance shot just before 
Nelson's death in a 1986 plane crash. That 
last, however, is close to revelatory: 
Backed by a crack rockabilly band, Nel- 
son looks great, sounds better and runs 
through his '50s hits with unforced energy 
and enthusiasm. 

The point is that this is not a nostalgia 
trip but rather an artist—yes, an artist— 
reprising an estimable body of work. And 
if you remain unconvinced, check out the 
performances here of ** Hello Mary Іш” 
and “5ошоа Up” (which guest fan John 
Fogerty correctly pegs as one of the most 
perfect rock records ever made). 

Meanwhile, leave it to Sam Philips— 
the visionary record producer behind 
Presley, Jerry Lee Lewis, Carl Perkins 
and Johnny Cash—to cut through all the 
what-a-beautiful-cat pronouncements prof- 
fered by most of the celebrities on the tape. 
Nelson, he observes, **could sing a ballad 





Steve Simels is the author of Gender 
Chameleons: Androgyny in Rock ‘п’ Roll 
and is a critic for Stereo Review. 
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Panasonic 


With Panasonic U.S.A, Warranty 


CAMCORDERS 
Comes with hard case. 
“Without case 
PV-400A New Call 
PV-500* Switch Call 
PV-520  3lux Call 
PV-425* Character G. Call 
PV-530 Digital Call 
PV-S540 5-УН5 Call 
PV-S550 Digital Call 
PV-S575 Color Call 
PV-460* ELS. Call 
PV-120° VHS-C Call 
PV-S140* Super VHS-C Call 
PV-S160* Hi-Fi Cail 
VIDEO RECORDERS 
PV-2900 O.S.P. Call 
PV-2912 Bar-code Call 
PV-4920 4-Head Call 
PV-4924 ЕЕН. Call 
PV-4926 Phone prog. Call 
PV-4930 Digital Call 
PV-4960 Hi-Fi Call 
PV-4970 Learning remote Call 
PV-S4980 S-VHS Call 
PV-$4990 Digital Call 
Call for price 
ACCESSORIES 
PV-A118 Batt. Charger Call 
PV-C80  CarCode Coll 
PV-G40 Cha. generotor Call 
PV-R500 Edit Controller Са! 
Call for more. 


PENTAX 


With Pentax U.S.A. Warranty 


PENTAX U.S.A. DEALER 
PV-C900A Call 
PV-C67A VHS Call 

PENTAX ACCESSORIES 
PV-BT820 2hr. Bott. 49.85 
А/У out cable 14.85 
Pause remote contro! 12.85 

ECIAL 
RCA 2 Hr. Battery for RCA, 
Hitachi, Pentax, Minolta, 
VHS Camcorder 
1984 - AS MODEL 


SALE 
It was $59.85 


« Super-VHS 8X power zoom 
* Flying erase head 
* High resolution 
Wat 
"4 page su 

$2Ес 1097% 


Quasar. 
With Quasar U.S.A. Warranty 


CAMCORDERS 
Comes with hard case 
VM-34AC 3Luxw!Light Call 
VM-25AC S-VHS Call 
VM-26AC Digital Call 
VM-27AC S-VHS Digital Call 
VM-29AC S-VHS Digital Call 
VIDEO RECORDERS 
VH-5590 Flying Erase Hd Call 
VH-5495 4Hd Hi-Fi 399.85 


Canon 


With Canon U.S.A, Warranty 


" 
dealer of tbe year 1988 
West's Largest Canon Dealer 


CAMCORDERS 
E-80 180^ Grip Call 
E-808 зхгоот Call 
E-440 мем Са! 
Н-460 ні-8 Call 
A-1 Hi-8 Call 


F-10008 s-vusCall 
CANON ACCESSORIES 
Character Generator Call 
Microphone DM-200 Call 
Telelens 1.4x46 Call 
Filter Set 460 39.85 
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VIDEO RECORDERS 
ES-100 8mm Call 
CANON ACCESSORIES 
Charocter Generator Call 
Microphone DM-200 Call 
Tele lens 1.4x46 Call 
Filter Set 460 39.85 
Complete line in stock 


MAGNAVOX 


With Magnavox U.S.A. Warranty 


CAMCORDERS 
Comes with hard case 
*по case 
CVJ-320 8X Zoom Call 
СУК-332" 3 lux Call 
CVK-342 New Call 
CVK-352 New Call 
VR-9246 S-VHS Call 
CVJ-340 Digital Call 
VIDEO RECORDERS 
1989 Brand New Models 
VR-9815 2 head 239.85 
VR-9840 4 head 279.85 
VR-9845 Var. Slow 299.85 
VR-9846 Bar-Code 299.85 
VR-9861 4HD Hi Fi 419.85 
VR-9862 Bar-Code 439.85 
VR-9870 Super-VHS Call 
VR-9880 Topofline Call 
MAGNAVOX VR-9860 


* 4 head Hi Fi Stereo 

* On Screen ramming 
* МТ5/ЗАР Built-in 
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With Nikon U.S.A. Warranty 


Call for price. 


Autborized Dealer 


Canon 


West's Largest Video Dealer 


JVC 


Authorized Dealer 


MAGNAVOX 


Authorized Dealer 


Panasonic 


Authorized Dealer 


Quasar. 


Authorized Dealer 


MIN@LTA 


Northwest's Largest Dealer 


Nikon. 


Nortbwest's Largest Dealer 


OLYMPUS 


Nortbwest's Largest Dealer 


Autborized Dealer 


PENTAX 


West's Largest Dealer 


SUNPAK SIMA 
Copy Kit Call 


VIDEO REWINDER 


VIDEO TRIPODS 


Call for more. 


Auto CV-300 New Call MEMOREX CP-4 UNIVERSAL 


99.85 
79.85 remote control 49.85 


69.85 
77.85 
59.85 
37.85 


CV-200 New 
CL-5 Battery 
CL-8 Battery 


SONY 


ECM-K100 Call 
ECM-K120 69.85 
ECM-Z200 79.85 


UNOMAT 


Made in Germany 


Made in и High Quality 
OKINA 


VC-05 0.3X Wide 49.85 

VC-20  2XTele 49.85 

VC-40 4X Tele 189.85 

VC-55 5.5X Tele Call 

VCZ-50 25-5Х Call 
RAYNOW 

үт in Ja, oe High Quality 


eleanor 49.85 
1Х-750 150// Call 258X Telephoto 89.85 
DC-4000 Cordless Call 3.55X 


Telephoto 99.85 
DC-9000 50W Call 0.5X Wide angle 59.85 


900 S.W. 5th Ave. Camera World Bldg. 
Portland, Oregon 97204 


USA W/arranty on all products 


Nortbwest Largest 
Autborized Sony 
Camcorder Dealer 


Buy from autborized 
dealer to be protected. 


Call 
Call 


CCD-F35 
CCD-F50 
CCD-V9 Call 
CCD-SP7 Call 
Call for more 


BETA 
SL-340, 
SL-Hi Fi 360, 860, 
8mm 
EV-P2 Call 
EV-C3 Call 


EV-S350 Stereo Call 
ACCESSORIES 
XV-T500 XV-T600 
XV-C700 RM-E100VA 
AC-V55 RM-152K 
RM-95 УСІ-1446В 
УСІ-0746 іп stock 
Call for тоге 
Complete Sony 
Video lines in stock. 


With RCA U.S.A, Warranty 


CAMCORDERS 
Comes with hard case. 
CC-260 New Call 
CC-275 $100 Rebate Call 
CC-280 8xZoom Call 
CC-285 3 Lux Call 
CC-310 8xZoom Call 
CC-320 С. Gen. Call 
CC-360  Super-VHS Call 
VIDEO RECORDERS 
VR-250 HQ Call 
VR-285 Stereo Call 
VR-450  4-Head Call 
VR-630 4 HD Hi-Fi Call 
VR-640 Super-VHS Call 
VR-695  S-VHSHi-Fi Call 


OLYMPUS 


Witb Olympus U.S.A. Warranty 


CAMCORDERS 
ы Call 
Call 
4066 Са!! 


SLIK 
120VF TRIPOD 
Fluid 
Special Effects. 


54945 
322VF d Motion Call 


LBON 
Victory 460 39.85 
Victory 480 Call 
Stratos 470 Call 
Stratos 480 Call 

BOGEN 
3160 Fluid head 59.85 
3170 Micro fluid 79.85 
3124 Micro fluid 99.85 

Complete Bogen line 
in stock. 


Buy from autborized 
dealer to be protected. 


CAMCORDERS 
*comes with hard case 
GR-A30U Call 
GR-A40U " Call 
GR-A60U* New Call 
GR-S77U* New Call 
GR-S707* New Call 
GF-550U VHS Call 
GF-S550U S-VHS Call 
Call for best price! 
VIDEO RECORDERS 
HR-D320U O.S.P. Call 
HR-D520U New Call 
HR-D600U 4 Head Call 
HR-D620U LCD remote Call 
HR-D750U Hi-Fi Call 
HR-S5000U S-VHS Call 
HR-S8000U S-VHS Call 
VIDEO ACCESSORIES 
JX-C7 199.85 
JX-E5 149.85 
ЈХ-5100 AV Selector 79.85 
JX-S900 AV Selector Call 
JX-SV55 Edit Call 
2-350 Microphone Call 
Complete access. line in-stock 
Call for best price! 


МІМФІТА 


With Minolta U.S.A. Warranty 


Master C-50 VHS-C Call 
CR-81AF New Call 
CR-82AF New Call 


VIDICRAFT 


* Vidimate* VCM-200 Call 
* Soundsright Call 


MICROPHONES 


a 
w= | 


AZDEN 
ECZ-660 Zoom 
WMS-20 1! 
WMS pro 


151VR 


SONY MICROPHONE 
*ECM-K100 • ЕСМ-К120 
*ECM-Z200 • ECM-155 

Call for price. 
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DirectED+ сои 


Return or exchanges may be made within 14 days of receipt affer prior authorization from Camera World. All refunded merchandise must be in new condition and must include all packaging and printed material in original unaltered condition. 


Returns may be subject fo a 12% restocking fee. Unopened merchandise returned for exchange may be subject to a 5% restocking fee. Shipping & handling changes nonrefundable. Some sales 1 per customer. 


We are пої responsible for typographical errors. Prices good for mail order only. Shipping and handling is extra. *INDICATES REBATE AVAILABLE ALLOW 2-6 WEEKS FOR BACK ORDERS 
For additional information, circle No. 53 on Reader Service Card. 
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and still make your foot wanna тоуе. ' 
That’s good rock criticism. It’s also the 
reason that Nelson, as with all things hep, 
deserves to be honored—which, in the 
final analysis, A Tribute to Ricky Nelson 
does quite nicely. 


MICHAEL JACKSON: 
THE LEGEND 
CONTINUES * 

Michael Jackson, the Jackson Five. 
Directed by Patrick Kelly. 1989. 
(Vestron cassette, 53 min., Hi-Fi 
stereo, $15.98) 

This docu-bio look at the music world’s 
reigning exemplar of arrested development 
is as shameless a piece of puffery as has 
come down the video pike in quite a while. 
The Gloved One himself was the co- 
executive producer, so you know you're not 
going to get hard-hitting investigative 
journalism. 

Nevertheless, for both hardcore fans and 
pop-culture historians, there are moments 
worth pondering. For the former, there are 
generous excerpts from Jackson’s legen- 
dary (and still impressive) Motown TV 
special performance, snippets from а 1968 
audition tape (caught by early videophile 
Berry Gordy) and lots of good music. For 
the latter, there are appearances with Cher 
and Jim Nabors, fawning celebrity quotes 
from the likes of Sammy Davis Jr., Hermes 
Pan and Elizabeth Taylor (who notes that 
Michael ““теа Пу is E. T.) and, best of all, 
a clip of the star at age 1 1, which proves that 
his weirdness is not a recent development. 
(“Ке swimming,” he tells an off-camera 
interviewer, *'playing basketball... and 





Glitzy Jackson: gloved and loved. 


catching lizards.” Sheesh.) 

The whole thing is narrated by James 
Earl Jones in his best Darth Vader tones, 
adding to an already overwhelming at- 
mosphere of surrealist showbiz glitz. 
Definitely worth a rental, although prob- 
ably not for the reasons anybody connected 
with it intended. (5.5.) 


JIMI PLAYS 
MONTEREY жж ж 
The Jimi Hendrix Experience. Directed 
by D.A. Pennebaker and Chris Hegedus. 
1988. (HBO cassette, 49 min., Hi-Fi 
stereo, $19.99) 

Anybody who’s ever seen Monterey 
Pop—Pennebaker’s documentary on the 


THE BEST OF THE BARGAINS 


Newly rereleased tapes for less than $20 


‘*Crowd Pleasers’’ is the umbrella name that HBO Video is giving to one of the biggest groups 
of low-price releases any major company has yet come up with—involving no fewer than 65 cassettes 
from the HBO catalog to be rereleased between August and December. Among them are such comedy 
releases at $19.99 as Benny Hill's Crazy World, The Roseanne Barr Show, Sam Kinison Live!, 
George Carlin: What Am I Doing in New Jersey?, Joe Piscopo Live! and Jackie Mason on Broad- 
way. Sports titles in the group, also at $19.99, include Mike Tyson’s Knockouts, Legendary Cham- 
pions, Boxing’s Greatest Champions and The Heavyweights—The Big Punchers. 

Trekkie alert! Not only will Paramount be offering Star Trek: The Motion Picture at $14.95 this 
summer, but also three of its sequels: Star Trek II: The Wrath of Khan, Star Trek III: The Search 
for Spock and Star Trek IV: The Voyage Home. Also from Paramount at $14.95 are these rereleases: 
Beverly Hills Cop, Flashdance, Trading Places, Airplane!, 48 HRS. , Witness and Shane. 

Sam Peckinpah's first feature, Deadly Companions (1961), becomes available from New World 
in July at $14.95. Other low-price New World titles include Night Patrol, Prison and Whoopi 
Goldberg's The Telephone, all at $9.95. 

Rob Reiner fans can add a trio of his most popular movies to their collections in a special three- 
pack set for $49.98, available from Nelson in August. The movies: This Is Spinal Tap, The Sure 
Thing and The Princess Bride. Also from Nelson, as part of its “Кес! Deals '89"' promotion this 
summer, will be White Mischief, A Time of Destiny and High Season, at $19.98 each. 

“Virgin Sacrifices” is the promotional come-on for a group of not necessarily virtuous sum- 
mer rereleases from Virgin at $19.95. Included are A Prayer for the Dying, The Rosary Murders, 
Prick Up Your Ears, Prom Night, Hello Mary Lou: Prom Night II and Love at First Sight. 

Four fantasy classics from legendary special-effects pioneer Ray Harryhausen are on RCA/Co- 
lumbia’s summer bargain list at $19.95: Jason and the Argonauts, Mysterious Island, The Golden 
Voyage of Sinbad and First Men in the Moon. Up, up and away! (Roy Hemming) 
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first-ever rock festival (Criterion’s new 
laser disc version is the one to watch)— 
knows that ultimately it’s a frustrating ex- 
perience. Pennebaker, a fine moviemaker 
but a lousy rock critic, devoted far too 
much screen time to inferior groups and 
then truncated superb turns by the festival's 
most exciting performers. 

The good news, however, is that he also 
filmed a lot more footage than he ultimate- 
ly used and that his archives are finally 
opening up—witness Jimi Plays Monterey, 
a record of the entire Hendrix Monterey 
performance. (Actually, it’s not quite the 
complete set: The opening ““Сап You See 
Ме” is only heard on the soundtrack.) Of 
course, the audio version of all this has been 
available for some time. And the previously 
unseen footage is, alas, as indifferently shot 
as the rest of Monterey Pop. 

Still, this is a fascinating package. Hen- 
drix was obviously up for his performance 
(the band's American debut) and he pulled 
out all the stops—drowning his solos in 
feedback, howling like the electrified ghost 
of Robert Johnson, covering Bob Dylan's 
greatest song (in 1967, an incredibly 
audacious move), and for the finale, setting 
fire to his guitar, a then-unheard-of ritual 
sacrifice clearly meant to upstage the Who 
(they'd smashed their instruments earlier in 
the festival). 

Of course, time has a way of neutering 
genuine innovators, and much of what Hen- 
drix does seems less than revolutionary now 
that so much of it is part of the everyday 
vocabulary of heavy metal. Nevertheless, 
Hendrix does come across as a riveting 
presence, and some of his guitar work (on 
"Killing Floor," for example) remains 
mysterious and induplicable—there are 
noises here that he surely took with him to 
the grave. 

АП things considered, and given the 
tape's astonishingly vivid digitally re- 
mastered soundtrack (not as good as the 
CD, but close), Jimi Plays Monterey is a 
definite keeper. (5.5. ) 
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MICKEY MANTLE: 

THE AMERICAN DREAM 
COMES TO LIFE x ж ж ж 
Directed by Richard Hall. 1989. (Fox 
Hills/Media cassette, 55 min., Hi-Fi 
mono, $19.95) 


BY PETE COUTROS 


Try this one on for size: ““МісКеу Man- 
tle, raconteur.”’ Painfully reticent during 
most of his brilliant baseball career and 
often incommunicado in the trainers’ 
room, the legend that wore the Yankees’ 


Pete Coutros is a sportswriter for the New 
York Post. 
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SIPPING! 
GUARANTEED 
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GUARANTEED 
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e High-resolution 1/2” CCD image sensor Fils Е] 
* Dual Action Grips with 400 lines of resolution 
• 4-mode high-speed shutter 
* True-to-life AFM stereo sound 
* Canon precision autofocus f/1.4 10x power 
* Compact size, only 3.3 Ibs. LOWEST 
* Wireless remote control with zoom PRICE 


КӘПГЕҺа Hi El 
New KD-H130 


кыш С 
$1499.95 NE d 
* BX VARIABLE SPEED POWER SUPER PRICE 


HIGH-SPEED SHUTTER в 1/10000 SECOND 


“2-ТІТ(Е SUPERIMPOSING (w/scrolling) 
420'000 Pixel Count 4 Lux 
BETTER THAN SONY CCD-V99 ! 


With The Purchase 
Of Any Camcorder 


* High-performance 
* 180° FlexiGrip" with integral electronic sports viewfinder 
* Canon precision autofocus 8X f/1.4 power zoom lens 
* Wireless remote control of record, playback zooming 
• 1/2" 270,000 Pixel CCD with 330 lines 


Jt • Built-in Interval and Self-timer 
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e Small, lightweight (2.7 Ibs 
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Canon 
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Ny e Titler/Character Generator (built-in) 
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NOY JUST VIDEO 


es Just Guaranteed Savings! 


ӘЙ — .. Walker Street, New York, NY 10013 ө (242) 219-3477 NO CREDIT CARD SURCHARGE 
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® On-screen titles and credits in color 

е Semi-professional-quality editing 

e Self-Timer Hiah-Speed Shutter 

























For additional information, circle No. 110 on Reader Service Card. 
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number 7 for 18 glorious years is 
transformed into Mr. Verbosity himself in 
this 55-minute look at what can only be 
described as the halcyon days of baseball 
in New York. 

Ensconced in an easy chair in front of an 
array of his mementos—trophies, a pair of 
bronzed spikes, a slew of what he calls 
"significant"' baseballs—the miner's son 
who achieved fame by hitting the horse- 
hide improbable distances (for him, they 
brought out the tape measure) retraces his 
progress from petrified rookie to that 
ultimate recognition: Mickey Mantle 
Day, with 67,000 fans venting their ador- 
ation. There are lots of wonderful anec- 
dotes and archival footage. 

There is, naturally, extensive use of the 
first-person singular in his narration, as 
well as **me, Whitey and Billy’’ (Whitey 
being Ford the redoubtable southpaw, and 
Billy being Martin, incorrigibly so). They 
were the Three Musketeers of Madcap, 
their late-night pub-crawling peccadillos 
delighting tabloid editors, even as they 
drove their manager to distraction. 

The manager was the legendary Casey 
Stengel, Mickey's sort-of surrogate 
father. Casey's syntax was only distantly 
related to the English language. Watching 
him testify before a Senate committee 
probing baseball in the '50s (for possible 
antitrust violations) is one ofthe cassette's 
larger joys, as the wizened skipper pro- 


LARGE SELECTION OF 
3 CHIP & SINGLE CHIP CAMERAS 
<. 


Panasonic PROFESSIONAL S-VHS 
AG-450 CAMCORDER 


ceeds to confound the solons with an out- 
pouring of Stengelese that would daunt 
even the most learned cryptographer. 

Two of the funniest tales recounted by 
Mantle have to do with crawling through a 
transom to circumvent a curfew and 
shooting a farmer’s indolent mule. There 
is something of a cracker-barrel flavor to 
Mantle’s storytelling, but this only 
enhances the homespun quality of the 
production. 

The saga of this Magnificent Yankee 
has been related often in the press, but 
there is nothing quite like hearing it from 
the party of the first part in his own 
Oklahoma drawl. In that respect, and in 
many other ways, this first entry in 
Media's proposed ‘‘videography series” 
is a home run with the bases loaded. 
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SHAPE UP WITH MARY 
HART **** 


Mary Hart. Directed by Michael Bern- 
haut. 1989. (Avon Video Enterprises 
cassette, 45 min., Hi-Fi stereo, $19.95) 


BY JENNIFER STERN 


Mary Hart is our real Miss America. 
She (or at least her public persona) is 
wholesome, sweet, pretty and enthusias- 
tic—like an Iowa farm girl who made it 


big. Those of us who get our daily dosage 
of celebrity gossip from her pseudo-news 
program Entertainment Tonight (where 
she has survived three male co-hosts) 
can’t help but respond to her bell-like 
voice from the moment she says, Ні, Гт 
Mary Hart,’’ at the opening of this well- 
crafted—and already bestselling—addi- 
tion to the ranks of celebrity exercise 
videotapes. 

Designed for Hart by the National 
Aerobic Championship—it’s not the Na- 
tional Institute of Health, but it sounds im- 
pressive anyway—the three-part exercise 
program (low-impact aerobics, floor ex- 
ercises, final stretch) is safe, fun, effec- 
tive and encouraging. In short, it's as 
near-perfect as Hart herself. The only 
problem is that while it tries to be all 
things to all people (for all skill levels and 
all ages, she explains), the tape is really 
best suited to beginners. 

Appropriately, the tape is being sold ex- 
clusively through that all-American self- 
improvement company, Avon. Perhaps 
the best thing about Shape Up is that it is 
not too intimidating: It's not too long, 
Hart is not too gorgeous and the exercises 
are not too hard. And for those who need 
a lot of encouragement to do any exercise 
at all, that is a very good thing. 





Fitness maven Jennifer Stern writes regu- 
larly for Seven Days and VR. 
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PROFESSIONAL S-VHS EDIT SYSTEMS 


Capable of editing both S-VHS or VHS FORMAT TAPES, over 400 lines resolution, Insert and Assemble Editing, Audio-Video dub, 


JOG-SHUTTLLE-SEARCH 


Panasonic PROFESSIONAL S-VHS 
AG-400P CAMCORDER 
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Panasonic PROFESSIONAL VHS 
AG- 170 CAMCORDER 


+ Advanced Professional VHS 
Camera/Recotder 
High-speed electronic 
shutter — 1/1,000-sec or 
1/500-sec. selectable 

e Flying Erase Head 

e Two-zone Piezo Auto Focus 
system 

e Easy audio dubbing and 
assemble editing 

e 2/3" electronic viewfinder 


Super VHS/VHS editing, Digital special effects, Linear line counter, 
Hi-Fi sound, Insert-Assemble editing, Audio dubbing 


INDUSTRIAL VHS EDITING SYSTEM 


шыр 2 E 


AG-1950 AG-1950 


Automatic assemble editing and audio/video insert editing, Flying 
erase head and edit switch, Jog dial and 21-step shuttle ring, GX4 
4-head Video System, Hi-Fi audio 


VIDEO TAPES LARGE SELECTION 
Scotch S-VHS S-T120 10.95 | OF CAMCORDERS 
| xm В © 17 woe panema, squareroun JVC S-VHS S-T120 1095 pits 
= e sanan € 3 video inputs for superimposition 
S ON Y а к. Е Е к Mice e 1095 | CANON E-80 
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DU) e Master Fade In/Out for individual FOR 
DEALER | combined effects Kodak X," KCA 10 GE 9625 
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in Speaker/Headphone Output. Monitor Out (WV-KB12) oadcast Quality 803 


in Фоны fame synchronizer 
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Panasonic 
VIDEO PROJECTORS WJ-MX10 


AUTHORIZED 


All Items Shipped Daily From One Of Our Three Large Warehouses кы йе Ship COD. Via UPS. ‚А! мазе. With US. Warranties 
» - comp Distr ors, inc. 16219 North Freeway Houston, Texas 77090 
SONY. JVC Panasonic Ordering: Toll Free 1-800-622-6589 Customer Service 1-713-440-0040 FAX 713-444-0059 
Industrial Authorized Service Center 1-800-622-6599 


Open9AM-6PM Monday thru Saturday 
For additional information, circle No. 54 on Reader Service Card. 
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УВ SWEEPSTAKES! 


It’s here. . . our first State-of-the-Art Sweepstakes offering З lucky readers the chance to win the 
latest and greatest components available! Win one of these 3 exciting prizes: 


PIONEER LASER 27" PHILIPS PANASONIC 
DISC PLAYER MONITOR/RECEIVER CAMCORDER 
This Laser Disc Player's Digital IDTV memory М Lightweight, (only 2 7/10 

digital memory delivers nates interlace scan lines. pounds) this VHS-C 
perfect freeze frame, The 480 lines of horizontal Camcorder offers you 
slow motion and a jog/ resolution for superb play- index search, high shutter 


shuttle wheel for unprec- 
edented special effects! 
This model also plays 
CDs and CD-Vs! 

Retail value $1,300. 





You may add a new state-of-the-art component to your 


Sweepstakes today! No purchase necessary—you must be 





Enter my name in the VR State-of-the-Art 
Sweepstakes and begin my subscription to Video 
Review for one year, 12 issues, for only $9.97! 
I'm saving more than $17 OFF the annual single 


copy price of $27! 

а №, I don't want to subscribe now, but tell me if 
I'm a winner! 

NAME PLEASE PRINT 

ADDRESS 

STATE ZIP 


E] Check here if you're a current subscriber. 


Келе» 


You're saving 63% OFF the single copy price of $27, and 
37% OFF the annual basic subscription price of $15.97. 
Please allow up to 60 days for delivery of your first issue. 95АА4 


back and performance! 
Handle any infrared remote- 
controlled component with 


the multisync remote! : 


Retail value $1,500. 


speed and more! 


Retail value $1,500. 






system just by entering the VR State of the Art 


over 18 years old to win! 


[] YES! 


Enter my name in the VR State-of-the-Art 
Sweepstakes and begin my subscription to Video 
Review for one year, 12 issues, for only $9.97! 
I'm saving more than $17 OFF the annual single 
copy price of $27! 


Г] No, I don’t want to subscribe now, but tell me if 
I'm a winner! 


NAME PLEASE PRINT 
ADDRESS 


ATE ZIP 


[Г] Check here if you're a current subscriber. 


Beview 


You're saving 63% OFF the single copy price of $27, and 
37% OFF the annual basic subscription price of $15.97. 
Please allow up to 60 days for delivery of your first issue. 95АА4 
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OFFICIAL RULES: NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. 1. To enter the VR State-of-the-Art Sweepstakes, 
=) =F прш ә тр handprint оп an official Entry Form your name and address and mail your entry to: VR STATE OF 
Ы = VJ ie THE ART SWEEPSTAKES—P.O. Box 57750, Boulder, CO 80321-7750. Each entry must be mailed 
| Emen FEE Em W irn separately and received by Fern 1, 1990. 2. Winners will be selected in a random een 
= 1 не ыма а m from among all entries received. Odds of bale depend sd the number of entries received. 
S. 0/7 Ж ін BH ім» Л № Drawing will be conducted by the Publishers of VIDEO REVIEW, whose decisions are final. All prizes 
ы REUS Бы" es | ШЕ Шы [АШЬШ will be awarded and winners will be notified by mail. Ош one prize per individual or household. 
pan SEE Ean Econo Prizes are not transferable and may not be exchanged. All manufacturer’s warranties apply. Taxes, if 
PL $ M ~, any, are the responsibility of the winners. Winners may be required to execute an affidavit of 
Г Вы edd eligibility and release. No responsibility is assumed for misdirected or late entries or той. 3. Contest 
is open to residents of the US except employees and their families of Viare Publishing Corp., their 
affiliates, subsidiaries, advertising and promotion agencies. Void in Puerto Rico and wherever else 
prohibited. Sect to all federal, state and local laws. 4. Рог a list of winners, send a stamped, self- 
addressed envelope to: VR STATE OF THE ART SWEEPSTAKES WINNERS LIST, 902 Broadway, 20th 
Floor, New York, NY 10010. 
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WHEN MOM AND DAD 
BREAK UP ** 

Hosted by Alan Thicke. Directed by Ron 
Kantor. 1989. (Paramount cassette, 

30 min., Hi-Fi stereo, $24.95) 


BY MEG WHITCOMB 


Aimed at adolescents whose parents are 
going through a divorce, this tape certain- 
ly has a worthy purpose. But it is a confus- 
ing combination of narration, testimonials 
from kids who tell how painful divorce is, 
cutesy songs and a dumb cartoon cat with 
a pink mask and an orange hat who looks 
like a cross between Garfield and the 
Masked Bandit. 

Kids whose parents are splitting up 
want answers. Narrator Thicke explains 
why some parents refuse to talk about 
their breakup, why it’s normal for kids to 
feel frightened and how they can love both 
parents without taking sides. But he 
doesn’t go far enough. Example: Just 
when he gets to the nitty-gritty of explain- 
ing why children shouldn’t blame them- 
selves for their parents’ breakup (a com- 
mon reaction), the scene shifts banally to 
a little boy sitting forlornly on the edge of 
an unmade bed singing, “ІШ Only I Had 
Cleaned My Room.’’ For the pre- 
adolescent, this could be an unconstruc- 
tive downer. And would a mother feeling 
bad about her divorce really sing a lullaby 
called ‘І Want You to Stay and Hold Me 
Tight’’ to her eight-year-old? In my view, 
this only adds the burden of pity to a 
child’s feelings of confusion and grief. 

But there are good points, too. Thicke 
explains why it’s okay to lock yourself in 
your room.and cry, and he offers tips on 
how to get the folks to talk about what’s 
happening. Most important, he explains 
why there is usually nothing a child can do 
to bring his or her parents back together. 


Former Life editor Meg Whitcomb writes 
the nationally syndicated Dear Meg 
newspaper column. 


At least he offers hope at the end when he 
says, ‘Меп you understand that your 
parents will always love you no matter 
what happens, you’ll feel more secure. 
You are the best thing that ever happened 
to them." 

E 


STRESS MANAGER ж ж ж 
Narrated and directed by Jon Mark. 
Based on the research of Jeanne 
Achterberg, Ph.D., and G. Frank 
Lawlis, Ph.D. 1986. (New Era Media 
cassette, 30 min., Hi-Fi mono, $29.95) 


BY BARRY JACOBS 


Employing psychological principles of 
relaxation and а _ we-are-all-beautiful, 
hippie-type philosophy, this tape is to 
stress management what New Age music 
is to popular song: simple, softheaded but 
often mesmerizing in its gentle flow. 

Director and composer Mark has 
crafted a series of beautifully arresting 
images—of rain-splattered leaves, melting 
ice and what look like the amorphous 
globules of a lava lamp—and backed them 
with slow, repetitive synthesizer and 
piano crescendos, which match the im- 
ages in grace. He then intones in a rich, 
meditative baritone about the ability we 
each have to shed all of our concerns and 
become healthier universal beings. 

As with many New Age products, this 
program promises more than it delivers. 
It’s also short on technique. Even with the 
accompanying booklet (on the deleterious 
effects of stress and suggestions for reduc- 
ing them), the program contains far less 
specific breathing and imagery exercises 
than the average relaxation audiotape. 

But the very experience of taking in the 
sights and sounds via video is still a deeply 
relaxing one. Scheduled regularly, it 
won t get you to nirvana but it should help 
immunize you against some worldly wear 
and tear. (New Era Media is at 425 
Alabama St., San Francisco, CA 94110.) 


Former VR senior editor Barry Jacobs is 
also a clinical psychologist. 


ATTENTION PRE-RECORDED TAPE VIEWERS 
COPYGUARD PROBLEMS ? 


$89.95 


TWO SOLUTIONS 


$199.95 


the CORRECTOR ORDER TOLL FREE the CORRECTOR 7 
1-800-237-7644 
FEATURES ALL OTHER CALLS (301) 437-8382 FEATURES 


€ ж SuperLock circuitry 


All ofthe features to the left plus: 
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CLASSIC FAIRY 
TALES ж ж ж 

Animated featurette. No director 
credited. 1982. (FHE cassette, 
62 min., Hi-Fi mono, $14.95) 


BY GENEVIEVE A. KAZDIN 


This is one of the best video collections 
of fairy tales I’ve seen for children age 
three and up—partly because the art work 
is so well-suited to the character of each of 
its five stories. Depending on a young 
viewer's attention span, it's possible to 
make this tape last four or five days. 

The Ugly Duckling is a lovely story of 
hope and coming into one's own. This 
version is particularly notable for its fine 
art work. The Emperor % New Clothes, as 
always, is a delightful morality play. Just 
remember, however, that the point of the 
story is that the emperor is naked. And so 
he is here—undisguisedly, completely, 
albeit briefly. The style of the animation is 
such that this apparition is more hilarious 
than salacious. 

Parents tend to forget the details of fairy 
tales, remembering them as simple, sweet 
stories of beautiful princesses and brave 
princes. Well, go back and read 
Rapunzel. It's neither sweet nor simple. 
Happy ending notwithstanding, it is a 
violent story. It is beautifully presented, 
but frightening—so be forewarned. 

The other two stories in this anthology 
are The Princess and the Pea and The 
Three Musicians—both delightfully done. 


BERENSTAIN BEARS: 

IN THE DARK ххх 
Animated featurette. Voices of Ruth 
Buzzi, David Mendenhall. Directed by 
Buzz Potamkin. 1985. (Random House 
cassette, 30 min., Hi-Fi mono, 
$14.95) ГЛ 

Two separate episodes featuring the 
beloved Bear family offer a relevant, 
reassuring story dealing with a common 
childhood problem, plus a funny family 
adventure for kids of three or four. 

In the Dark tells of Sister Bear's terror 
of the dark and her penchant for seeing 
scary things in the shadows. Papa Bear 
helps her deal with her fears and control her 
wayward imagination. He handles the situa- 
tion with warmth, caring and humor. 

The second story, Ring the Bell, finds 


From the makers of 
"THE BOX' 


Visa Mastercard COD Check 
add $5 for shipping & handling in 
the continuous U.S. - $10 elsewhere 


Effective on all forms of copy-protection 
currently in use 


Completely automatic - nothing to adjust 
Modern IC Design 

Amplifies video signal 

All metal enclosure - not plastic 


The only uniton the market that truly 
restores the VBI to the original NTSC 
Standards - We've tested them all ! 

е  VideoBoost Control to add sharpness 
Bypass/Power switch and LED 


Effective on all forms of copy-protection 
Past, Present, & Future 


Papa Bear preparing his famous six-flavor 
honey for a country fair. Papa finds himself 
contending not only with angry bees but 
also with Two-Ton Grizzly. 

By taking a light look at common prob- 
lems that trouble most children, the Beren- 
stain Bears give support and understanding 
as well as pleasurable viewing. 


* 14-Day money back guarantee 
й 1-year parts & labor warranty 


WARNING : 
STI does not condone piracy ны 
These devices are sold only to "clean-up 
video Signe and соте the payback пура probem 


* SuperLock 
Our new technology which can lock 
tothe oldest and noisiest of rental tapes. 
This innovative circuit will remained locked 
to the video signal even when the H & V sync 
are gone. No other product can claim that ! 


Search Technology, INC 
P di Ө: МО. 931122 
asadena, 

yeu ( Member ofthe Maryland 


iated 
of copyrighted perp ins А шыч may oi in viola violation 
Federaland State laws. 


Better Business Bureau 
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VIDEO -US 


800-843-3687 
(800 SUPPLIER TO SCHOOLS & 87) 
MAGNAVOX 

Canon JVL pioncer SONY RCA 
TOSHIBA Panasonic:-industrial Technics МЕС 
MINOLTA NADY OLYMPUS #2:1,ТЕСН 
i VIDEONICS DirectED RICOH 


Hottest FAX Prices in the Country! 
“VISA Canon TOSHIBA MURATA 
ы РІСОН Panasonic Inquiries реа!ег 
* Or We Pay the Freight! q 


(On All Merchandise In Stock Ordered Before 11AM Р.Т. • Subject to Approved Payment and Method of Freight) 
THE VIDEO DEPOT LTD. • 1500 N. STATE ST., BELLINGHAM, WA 98225 


For additional information, circle No. 57 on Reader Service Card. 














8: 


ТАРЕ & DISC 


Ec 


Е 


ШЕК 








ОРАМА 

CINDERELLA LIBERTY (1973) 
A sailor (James Caan) strikes gold in 
a prostitute’s (Marsha Mason) heart. 
Rated R. (CBS/Fox, July 7) 


A DANDY IN ASPIC (1968) A 
Soviet mole (Laurence Harvey) pos- 
ing as a British spy longs for mother 
Russia. With Mia Farrow, Tom 
Courtenay. (RCA/Columbia, July 13) 


THE GOLD AND GLORY (1989) 
Sibling rivals enter a grueling contest 
for a ballerina’s attention. With Colin 
Friels. Rated PG-13. (IVE, July 20) 


NIGHTBREAKER (1989) Dr. 
Brown (Martin Sheen) flashes back 
to his unsafe atomic tests of the '50s, 
when he was Emilio Estevez. 
(Turner, July 5) 


RAIN MAN (1988) Dustin Hoffman 
as Tom Cruise's long-lost brother, 
an autistic savant. Winner of four 
'89 Oscars. Rated R. (MGM/UA, 
Aug. 30) 


VINTAGE TV 

THE Г LOVE LUCY COLLEC- 
TION (1950s) Four volumes 
(available separately) from Lucille 
Ball's TV series, with two complete 
shows on each tape. Included: **Lucy 
Does а TV Commercial," **Lucy's 
Italian Movie," ‘ису and Harpo 
Магх” and ‘‘Lucy Is Enceinte.” 
(CBS/Fox, June 22) 


COMEDY 

ALL'S FAIR (1989) Lou Ferrigno, 
Robert Carradine and Sally Keller- 
man swap paint pellets in a wacky 
weekend war game. Rated PG-13. 
(Media, July 7) 


ASSAULT OF THE PARTY 
NERDS (1989) On a typical univer- 
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sity’s caste system, that is. Linnea 
Quigley and Troy Donahue dodge 
beer cans. Rated R. (Prism, Aug. 3) 


BILL & TED’S EXCELLENT 
ADVENTURE (1989) Spaceman 
George Carlin takes, like, two real- 





ly cool dudes back in time. With 
Keanu Reeves, Alex Winter. Rated 
PG. (Nelson, Aug. 31) 


THE 'BURBS (1989) Tom Hanks 
and Carrie Fisher have spooky 
neighbors. Directed by Joe Dante. 
Rated PG. (MCA, Aug. 10) 


MIDDLE AGE CRAZY (1980) 
Bruce Dern's cool crumbles when his 
wife (Ann-Margret) throws a 40th 
birthday party for him. Rated R. 
(CBS/Fox, July 7) 


POLICE ACADEMY 6: CITY 
UNDER SIEGE (1989) Bubba 
Smith, Michael Winslow and com- 


pany defend property values. Rated 
PG. (Warner, July 26) 


SIZZLE BEACH (1988) Three 
young beauties descend upon Mali- 
bu, California, in search of Kevin 
Costner. R-rated and unrated ver- 
sions available. (Vidmark, July 26) 


SUMMER JOB (1988) A resort 
hotel's seasonals trade towel snaps 
and love until ex-ELO members 
(OrKestra) arrive for a gig. With 
Kathy Shield. (SVS, July 27) 


2 IDIOTS IN HOLLYWOOD 
(1988) They came from Ohio, bear- 
ing cold cuts. With Jim McGrath, 
Jeff Doucette. Rated R. (New World, 
July 25) 


ACTION 

DESPERATION RISING (1989) 
Brutal L.A. street gangs in drug wars 
and class struggles. With Nick Cas- 
savetes. Unrated. (Legacy, July 7) 


DEAD AIM (1988) Diplomats and 
dirty dancers figure in Det. Ed 
Marinaro's murder investigation. 
With Corbin Bernsen. Rated R. 
(Vestron, July 26) 


THE EMISSARY (1988) In South 


Africa, KGB creeps kidnap a US en- 


Space cases: 
Totally Excellent 
Winter and 
Reeves are 
dudes among 
men. 
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voy's wife. With Ted Leplat. Rated 
R. (Virgin, Aug. 9) 


JOURNEY TO THE CENTER OF 
THE EARTH (1989) Teen spe- 
lunkers uncover Jules Verne. With 
Nicola Cowper, Paul Carafotes. 
Rated PG. (Cannon, July 26) 


NIGHT CHILDREN (1989) L.A. 
street punks tweak cop David Car- 
radine's nose. Nice Nancy Kwan 
calls for a calm reaction. Rated R. 
(Vidmark, Aug. 9) 


QUICKER THAN THE EYE 
(1989) The hand, that is. Presto, it's 
Ben Gazzara vs. the thugs in a trans- 
European smoke-off. With Mary 
Crosby. Rated R. (Academy, July 27) 


SPLIT DECISIONS (1988) Big city 
mobsters muscle in on Gene Hack- 
man's family boxing dynasty. With 
Craig Sheffer, Jennifer Beals. Rated 
R. (Warner, July 19) 


STALKING DANGER (1987) In- 
ternational assassins deep-six some 
major scientists. Directed by William 
Friedkin. Rated PG. (Vidmark, 
Aug. 23) 


TEQUILA SUNRISE (1988) Bud- 
dies on opposite sides of the law (Mel 





Drink up: smoldering Tequila frio. 


Gibson, Kurt Russell) snake after 
Michelle Pfeiffer. Rated R. (Warner, 
Aug. 2) 


THE TONGFATHER (1978) A 
kung-fu crimefighter refuses offers 
normally accepted graciously. Rated 
R. (King Bee, July 20) 


TWO WRONGS MAKE A 
RIGHT (1989) Club owner Ivan 
Rogers busts up extortionists and 
time-honored maxims with righteous 
abandon. Not rated. (Unicorn, July 5) 


SUSPENSE 

LADY AVENGER (1989) Pretty 
Peggie Sanders, just sprung from jail, 
sets out to bust some heads. Rated R. 
(South Gate, July 7) 
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‘A 
Shady Lady: going for the kill. 


TAINTED (1988) When Shari Shat- 
tuck’s husband dies while killing her 
assailant, she opts for a cover-up. 
Unrated. (South Gate, July 5) 


THRILLED TO DEATH (1988) A 
novelist and his wife turn to swing- 
ing as research. Death ensues. With 
Blake Bahner. Rated R. (Republic, 
July 12) 





Man goes down ladder of success. 


DOCUMENTARY 

MAN ON THE MOON (1989) For 
the moonwalk’s 20th anniversary, 
Walter Cronkite and the Apollo 
astronauts recall the first lunar steps. 
(CBS/Fox, July 20) 


NOVA A trio of new tapes joins the 
collection. All American Bear focus- 
es on the North American Black 
Bear; One Small Step covers the early 
years of-the space race; Predictable 
Disaster explains earthquakes. 
(Vestron, June 7) 


FANTASY 

WINGS OF DESIRE (1987) A 
curious angel (Bruno Ganz) becomes 
mortal. With Peter Falk. Directed 
by Wim Wenders. Rated PG-13. 
(Orion, Aug. 31) 


PAY THE LEAST 
AND 
GET THE MOST! 


HIGH BAND 8MM 
420'000 Pixel Count 
8-X Variablezoom, 


10X Zoom, Hi-Fi Stereo 


Sound, 400 Lines Reso., | Manual lris 


CCD-F50 


new! 
8MM PRO MOVIE 


BX Variablezoom, 
Manual Iris, 4Lux 


E X is 4 
8MM PRO MOVIE 
Wireless Rem. Digital Eff. 
8to1 Power Zoom 


MUSIC 

GLENN GOULD: А PORTRAIT 
(1988) The eccentric ivory-tickler's 
enigmatic past is explored on a grand 
scale. (Kultur, July 6) 


JERRY LEE LEWIS: I AM 
WHAT I AM (1989) Jerry Lee 
Lewis explains himself. With Johnny 
Cash, Jimmy Swaggert. (J2, July 5) 


SOME ENCHANTED EVENING 
(1987) Willie Nelson warbles 60 


minutes' worth of his best. (Cabin 
Fever, July 5) 


ANIMATION 

DAFFY DUCK'S QUACKBUST- 
ERS (1988) The lisping, crash-prone 
duck mocks horror-pic cliches. Rated 
G. (Warner, July 19) 


THE LAND BEFORE TIME 
(1988) A baby dinosaur quintet seeks 
to escape Henry Luce in **The Great 
Valley." A George Lucas/Steven 
Spielberg production. Directed by 
Don Bluth (Ал American Tail). 
Rated G. (MCA, Sept. 14) 


FITNESS 

KATHY SMITH'S PREGNANCY 
WORKOUT (1989) A 90-minute 
program for moms-to-be. (Media, 
July 12) 


BALLET 

THE LADY OF THE CAMEL- 
LIAS (1987) Director/choreo- 
grapher John Neumeier sets the 
classic Dumas novel to Chopin's 
music. With Marcia Haydee. 


(Kultur, July 5) 





KID VID 

COLUMBIA PICTURES CAR- 
TOONS STARRING MR. 
MAGOO (1960) A small, near- 
sighted cartoon man develops his 
own reality, with Jim Backus’ voice. 
(RCA/Columbia, July 13) 


MIRTHWORMS ON STAGE 
(1989) They *'crawl right into your 
heart.’’ Animated. (ТУЕ, July 20) 
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LEO BUSCAGLIA: GIVE LOVE 
(1989) A 70-minute lecture by the 
author, teacher, love advocate and 
all-around nice guy. (Vestron, 
July 26) 


GUARANTEED UNBEATABLE PRICES! 


fom THE CAMCORDER CAPITAL OF TEXAS! 
Panasonic. INDUSTRIAL EQUIP 


new 
8MM PRO MOVIE 


8X Powerzoom, Macro 
Focusing, 4 Lux, 1/4000 


JVC 


NEW! 

SUPER VHS-C MOVIE 

4 Page Superimpose 8 to 
1 Zoom, 8 Heads 


8MM MOVIE 
360,000 Pixels 8x1 Zoom, 
Super Imposer 7 Lux 


8MM PRO MOVIE 
Insert Editing, 4 Lux 
380,000 Pixels 


HIGH BAND 8MM 
360,000 Pixels 8x1 Zoom, 
Superimp., Charac. Gen. 


NEW! 

FULL SIZE VHS MOVIE 
8xZoom 10W Light, 3 Lux, 
Manual Iris, VHS Indexing 


PIONEER CD 
CD VIDEO 
CLD-2070 


8MM MOVIE 
6X Powerzoom, 3 Zone 
Focusing, Manual Iris, 


ISuper 
iVHS 
Rec. 


CALL FOR BEST PRICE 


Special 
\Effects 
Generator 


WJ-MX10 


VHS-C MOVIE 


8x Zoom, Insert Edit, Retake, 
Dubbing, 4Ра. Ѕирегітроѕе 


HR-S8000U OR OTHERS 


6 HEAD DIGITAL SUPER VHS 
Broadcast Stereo Hi-Fi 
Flying Erase Heads 


Panasonic 
OLYMPUS Camcorder 


A re Batteries 
\ 


$35.00 
Canon 


Each 
AZDE BI. PRO 


sus М 


SUPER VHS-C MOVIE 
8xZoom, 24 Pg Titler,Flying| Piezo Zone Focusing,7Lux} Color Enhancer JVC-SV55 operates any VCR with 


JX-SV55 
Wipes - Fades - Enhancer - Edits, 8 Colors, Joystick 


DirectED Plus 


Plays all 5 Disc sizes, 425 | Graphics & Charac. Gen. 
Lines Resol., Dig. Audio, | Storage Library 
yYPpar-HSass 


(he SONY bogen TRIPODS 
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FULL SIZE VHS MOVIE 


Erase Head, Dub, Speaker | 6x Zoom, A/V Dubbing, Pause Sync Function 
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Stereo MT: 

27" CX-2788 

30" CX-3088 
3-Dimensional Sound 
Built-in Sub-Woofer 
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TWIN TURBO 
SPEAKER 
SYSTEM 


27" CTK-2790S 
31"CTK-3198S 

On Screen Graphic 
Equil. Broadcast Stereo 


JVEst-120 $10.90 
&TDK ST-120XP $10.90 


Wireless micr 
&TDK 8mm P6-120 
Library 3-Pack $22.95 Call fer 
4413 BLUE BONNET 
STAFFORD, TX 77477 


Model 3170 
Svs input, dual RF, images on a disc, and Up to 600 lines Reso. 
learning remote auto shooting and flash | S-VHS Input 


ALL ITEMS SHIPPED DAILY FROM ONE OF OUR 3 LARGE WAREHOUSES 
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Ü PIONEER 


SUMMARY 
Pioneer Combination Laser Disc/CD Player, 
Model CLD-1070 

This combination disc player, which can handle five different laser audio and/or 
video formats, is an amazing breakthrough for the disc industry. In terms of features, 
Pioneer's CLD-1070 is not radically different from the CLD-1030 model it replaces 
in the company's line of disc players, but as for consumer value, the 1070 is un- 
precedented; its suggested retail price of $600 ought to win over a lot of converts. 

As well it should. Videophiles have long touted the laser disc format for being far 
superior, in both video and audio reproduction, to the VHS format. As the video and 
digital audio performance of this player attest, that's entirely true. Now that public 
awareness of the laser disc format is reaching new highs (and software companies 
are kicking in with low prices on blockbuster disc releases), this player is timely in- 
deed. Aside from eight- and 12-inch laser discs, the CLD-1070 also plays three- and 
five-inch compact discs and CD-Vs (the five-inch discs containing five minutes of 
video and digital audio and 20 minutes of just audio). It plays them all well, too; while 
hardcore audiophiles may blanch at the 79.3 dB signal-to-noise ratio measured for 
the player's compact disc section (most other players get upwards of 90 dB at least), 
most listeners will find the performance more than satisfactory. 

The player offers a number of programming and convenience features that are quite 
versatile. Since most retailers price items like this substantially below list, chances 
are you'll see this player going for less than $600. As such, it makes a terrific, and 
affordable, introduction to the impeccable quality and appeal of the disc format. 


FEATURES 


When playing back a videodisc that's been 
divided into chapters (as most are), you can 
select up to 24 chapters and play them back 
in any order. Similarly, you can program 24 
CD tracks to play in any order as well. The 
“ашо program editing"' feature lets you set 
an amount of time (say, 45 minutes) and will 
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automatically play back the tracks of a CD 
that will fit in that time frame. This is quite 
handy when making an audiotape from a 
CD, which, of course, you shouldn’t do. 
When playing a CD-V, the CLD-1070 will 
automatically play back the video section 
first. With discs manufactured in the CAV 
format, special effects, such as freeze-frame, 





frame-by-frame advance and slow-motion, 
are instantly available. The CLD-1070 has 
four repeat playback modes: memory 
repeat, chapter repeat, side repeat and sec- 
tion repeat. 


CONTROLS 

The front panel layout of the CLD-1070 
is similar to that of Pioneer’s earlier com- 
bination players. The disc drawer occupies 
most of the upper section of the panel, with 
a stop/open button directly to the right of the 
drawer. The drawer itself is segmented to 
accept the five different disc types. The 
power switch is at the lower left, next to a 
stereo headphone jack. A display window 
near the center of the panel offers a wide 
variety of status indicators, including a visual 
calendar showing track or chapter numbers, 
frame and/or time indications, type of disc 
playing, repeat mode, audio mode and more. 
Number buttons to the right of the display 
area are used for programming and track/ 
chapter/frame selection. At the extreme right 
of the panel are play/pause, random play 
(which will play CD tracks in a random 
order), skip, scan, auto-edit programming 
and intro scan buttons. The intro scan fea- 
ture locates the beginning of each chapter of 
a videodisc and plays it for about eight 
seconds. 

The remote control duplicates the front 
panel buttons and operates the special effects 
on CAV discs. Other keys let you select 
audio channels and switch between the 
analog and digital soundtracks of a disc; 
often on special edition discs, the content of 
these soundtracks differs. 

The rear panel has antenna ins and outs, 
as well as direct A/V outputs. 


TEST RESULTS 


The videodisc format yields a lot more 
picture detail than conventional VHS. This 
is borne out not only by the fact that video 
frequency response on this player extended 
to 4.20 MHz (most VHS decks peak at 
around 2 MHz), but that once there, signal 
strength degenerated by a measly 2.5 dB. 
The sharp, detailed picture of the laser for- 
mat is dramatically noticeable. Other video 
parameters on this player were also ex- 
cellent; signal-to-noise ratios for chroma 
AM (color) were as high as 46.6 dB, while 
luminance (brightness) measurements were 
as high as 42.1 dB. Stairstep linearity (the 
player’s ability to reproduce shades of gray 
between black and white) was exemplary; 
the maximum deviation from perfect lineari- 
ty was a mere 3%. 

Analog audio tracks on laser discs are 
helped immensely by the CX noise reduc- 
tion system, which boosted the analog 


LAB MEASUREMENTS: 
Pioneer Combination 
Laser Disc/CD Player 
Model Number: CLD-1070 
Serial Number: TC3930F7U 


VIDEO SECTION 
FREQUENCY RESPONSE (at 4.20 MHz) 
Video Output -2.5 dB 
TV Output -2.5 dB 
SIGNAL-TO-NOISE RATIOS 
Red-Field Chroma (AM/PM) 
Video Output 46.3/36.6 dB 
TV Output 46.6/37.9 dB 
Luminance 
Video Output 42.1 dB 
TV Output 41.7 dB 
ANALOG AUDIO SECTION 
OUTPUT LEVEL 
x On/Off 1.58/.57 Volts 
THD AT REFERENCED OUTPUT 
CX On/Off .18/.034% 
TOTAL HARMONIC DISTORTION 
(1 kHz, 75% modulation) 
CX On/Off .074/.063% 
SIGNAL-TO-NOISE RATIO 
CX On/OH 75.0/57.3 dB 
DIGITAL AUDIO SECTION 
OUTPUT LEVEL 2.41 Volts 


Video Frequency Response 
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signal-to-noise ratio from 57.3 dB to a full 
75.0 dB. Laser disc digital audio tracks will 
sound awesome; the digital audio section of 
the CLD-1070 has a signal-to-noise ratio of 
an amazing 100 dB, while channel separa- 
tion was superdynamic, substantially above 
80 dB. 

With all that, some might feel the CD sec- 
tion’s relatively weak signal-to-noise show- 
ing of 79.3 dB is a letdown. Still, in our 
listening tests, we found the playback of CDs 
to be more than adequate; distortion was in- 
significant and frequency response full and 
rich. Number-obsessed audiophiles may 
well balk, but most listeners won’t find 
anything to complain about. 

For years Pioneer has manufactured 
players that we found commendable for their 
ingenuity and fine engineering. With this 
new, affordable player, it looks as if the 
resurrection of the laser disc format will take 
off with a vengeance. — —Len Feldman 


TOTAL HARMONIC DISTORTION (at 0 dB) 








20 Hz „03% 

1 kHz „016% 

10 kHz ‚016% 

16 kHz .016% 
SIGNAL-TO-NOISE RATIO 

De-emphasis in 92.8 dB 

De-emphasis out 100.0 dB 
DE-EMPHASIS ERROR 

| kHz + .002 dB 

5 kHz -.18 dB 
Heide  ___ Onada 
LINEARITY ERROR 
.O dB to -50 dB | +.044 ав 
FREQUENCY RESPONSE 

20 Hz to 20 kHz + .036 dB to -.22 dB 
CHANNEL SEPARATION (at 0 dB, 1 kHz) 
_ Left/Right. 84.1/88.1 dB 
COMPACT DISC SECTION 
OUTPUT LEVEL 2.41 Volts 
TOTAL HARMONIC DISTORTION (at 0 dB) 

20 Hz .038% 

1 kHz ‚016% 

10 kHz „016% 

16 kHz „016% 
SIGNAL-TO-NOISE RATIO 

(A-weighted) 79.3 dB 
DE-EMPHASIS ERROR 

1 kHz +.07 dB 

5 kHz 4.04 dB 
16 kHz а} ge OF dB 
LINEARITY ERROR 

0 dB to -50 dB +.06 dB 
FREQUENCY RESPONSE 

20 Hz to 20 kHz +0 dB to -.26 dB 
CHANNEL SEPARATION (at 0 dB, 1 kHz) 

Left/Right 78.4/79.0 dB 
ADDITIONAL DATA 
POWER REQUIREMENTS 30 Watts 
RANDOM ACCESS TIME 5 Seconds 
SCAN TIME 2 Seconds 
DIMENSIONS 

(HxWxD, in inches) 434х161,х16%, 
WEIGHT 16 Pounds 
SUGGESTED RETAIL PRICE $600 


All measurements and charts supplied by APEL 
(Advanced Product Evaluation Laboratory). 


Pm Tired! 


Fellow videographers, I’m tired. Tired of 
being looked upon as non-professional 
or substandard because | tape weddings 
and legal, event-type or other consumer- 
oriented activities. Tired of trying to 
explain professional video to a bride who 
demands the “world’s best photogra- 
pher” but is complacent with “Uncle 
Charlie's" video or is even looking to save 
a dime using the “instant professional" 
who purchased his camcorder last week, 
is reading the operator's manual this 
week and will pick-up his business cards 
next week. Tired of being ignored by 
equipment suppliers/manufacturers who 
refuse to give credence to the unique or 
specialized requirements of these 
markets. Tired of helplessly looking on 
as manifold markets are wasting away to 
public traditions, misconceptions and 
market immaturity in general. Tired of the 
tireless pursuit for specialized training 
from an '' institutionalized video world”. 


At Last 


PROFESSIONAL 
VIDEOGRAPHY 
ASSOCIATION 


for 


PROFESSIONAL 
VIDEOGRAPHERS 


Social and event-type videography is a 
new, unrefined and non-coordinated field 
of endeavor. It is as though every video- 
grapher is “ап island to himself". There 
is no smelting pot. 

lm Paul D. Kennamer, Sr., and | invite 
you to join with the other professional 
videographers of the Society of 
Professional Videographers in providing 
a unified voice to deal with these 
concerns. THE SPV IS CREDIBLE. It is a 
non-profit, international effort. As 
founding president, | submit the 
following background data: 

* Have taped 700 weddings, 4,000 events 

* Organized first national videography 
workshop in 1981 

* VCC faculty member 4 years 

* Current faculty VIDEO EXPO/NATI 

* 5 Yrs NSRA Certified Legal Video Spec. 

* О Awards for corporate/broadcast video 

* Footage on ABC, CBS, NBC, CNN НИ, 
CNN, VH-1, CBN & in many foreign 
countries 

* 1 VHS VCR/camera in 1978 to near V2 
$million status w/MII & 1" by 1988 


For more information, send name, 
address and phone number to: 
Paul D. Kennamer, Sr. 
SOCIETY OF 
PROFESSIONAL VIDEOGRAPHERS 


P.O. Box 1933 
Huntsville, Alabama 35807 


(205) 534-9722 





For additional information, circle No. 132 on Reader Service Card. 
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SUMMARY 
Sharp Optonica 


Monitor/Receiver, 


Model 27NL20 


This 27-inch set from Sharp’s Optonica line 
demonstrates the company’s continuing interest 
in high-performance video, and, generally, the 
27NL20 delivers a strong picture in a size that" ll 
appeal to videophiles who don’t have enough 
space for a TV larger than 30 inches. The 
resolution this set provides will let you take full 
advantage of such high-resolution sources as 
S-VHS, laser videodiscs and ED Beta. Another 
big plus on this set is its ТУ tuner; it can receive 
a total of 209 channels, but more important, it's 
one of the most sensitive TV tuners APEL has 
ever tested. Simulation of fringe-area TV recep- 
tion showed impressively little loss of color and in- 
troduced barely any video noise, or snow, into the еи 
picture. If you're not a cable subscriber and don't have the means to ШОП 
а good outdoor antenna system at your home, this set could be a godsend. 


As for the audio circuitry, the frequency response of the audio in/out loop was as 
good as anyone could want, covering the entire human-hearing spectrum with vir- 
tually no attenuation. The set’s built-in multichannel television sound (MTS) decoder 
represented an improvement over the one on the last Optonica set we tested (the 

.31ND798, Jan. '89 VR, which got measly stereo separation), but still was less than 
exemplary, with separation levels only getting as high as 16.5 dB. MTS stereo fre- 
quency response was excellent, however, going out to 14 kHz, only a tad short of 
the 15 kHz MTS stereo transmission limit. Overall, while no knockout, the 27NL20 
is a solid effort that delivers good features and performance. 


FEATURES 


The set’s 27-inch flat square picture tube 
is tinted for high contrast, which is a plus 
when watching in a brightly lit room. In this 
case it’s particularly necessary, since the 
set’s own maximum brightness level isn’t all 
that high (70 footlamberts). The phase- 
locked loop (PLL) quartz-synthesized TV 
tuner can pick up 209 channel frequencies. 
The set also offers a variety of on-screen 
menus for adjusting sound and picture 
parameters (including bass and treble, 
brightness, tint and color); most of these ad- 
justments can be made with the supplied 
remote. 

In addition to its separate stereo audio and 
video line input and output jacks, the set has 
an S-video input for use with S-VHS, ED 


ЖКУ TOD EEO: КЕСУ ТЕ уу 


Beta, Hi8 gear and some newer laser disc 
players. The set’s internal speakers are 
automatically disabled when connections are 
made to the audio out jacks. However, the 
set has no provisions for connecting exter- 
nal speakers, so to boost sound, you have to 
hook up the 27NL20 to your stereo compo- 
nent system. 

Four of your favorite channels can be 
memorized and called up via the set’s remote 
control. In addition, the 27NL20 can 
memorize all the available channels in your 
area, so it will skip the “‘dead’’ ones when 
you're scanning for something to watch. 
Channel flashback lets you alternate view- 
ing between two previously selected chan- 
nels. The set has a sleep timer that shuts off 
the TV after a preset amount of time. 


LAB MEASUREMENTS: 
Sharp Optonica 
Monitor/Receiver | 
Model Number: 27NL20 
Serial Number: 311431 


VIDEO SECTION 
MAXIMUM USABLE 

LUMINANCE 70 Footlamberts 
RESOLUTION Г 

(horizontal/vertical) 500/450 Lines 
CONVERGENCE 

(center/corners) 0/.35% 
VIDEO FREQUENCY RESPONSE 6.5 MHz 
INTERLACE 60/40 
TRANSIENT RESPONSE Very Good 
BLACK LEVEL RETENTION 90% 
COLOR QUALITY Excellent 

Resolution 





CONTROLS 


Normally, only a few indicator lights (for 
stereo, power and SAP) are visible beneath 
this set’s 27-inch screen. A control access 
door at the bottom of the 27NL20 hides a set 


of video and audio input jacks (convenient 
placement for camcorder hookup), channel 
scanning buttons, volume up/down buttons, 
MTS selection controls, a TV/video selec- 
tor and a reset button that brings the sound 


and picture back to their factory settings. 


These buttons are duplicated on the 
remote, which adds ''favorite channel,’ 
**flashback"' and picture and sound adjust- 
ment. À numeric keyboard aids in clock set- 
ting and direct channel access. A set of VCR 
operating buttons (which work with Op- 
tonica decks) is clustered on this remote as 
well, but in a way that won't confuse users. 
The rear of this model has a set of 


audio/video input jacks. Since these jacks are 
parallel to the set on the TV's front, the 
27NL20 will accept only one separate direct 
video input at a time. But the front A/V con- 
nection automatically overrides the one in 
back, so if there's a VCR connected to the 
set's rear inputs and the monitor/receiver's 
outputs are hooked into the VCR’s input, at- 
taching a camcorder to the front set of A/V 


AUDIO SECTION 


SIGNAL-TO-NOISE RATIO 
(at 1,000 uV, A-weighted) 


.. Stereo (left/right) 22 54.,3/54.8 dB. 
SAP ) 65.3 dB 
Мопо 56.1 dB 


TOTAL HARMONIC DISTORTION 
(at 1 kHz, -20 dB) | 


Stereo (left/right) .18/.19% 

ЗАР .87% 

Мопо .41% 
FREQUENCY RESPONSE 

(at -20 dB, 100% modulation) 

Stereo 32 Hz to 14 kHz 

SAP 30 Hz to 3.2 kHz 

Mono _ 28 Hz to 3.5 kHz 
CHANNEL SEPARATION Pate 


(at 1 kHz, 100%/-20 dB, 10096 кодо) 


Left Channel 16.5/16.0 ав 
Right Channel | 16.5/16.0 ав 
AMPLIFIER SECTION 
MAXIMUM OUTPUT 
Audio Output 1.2 Volts 


TOTAL HARMONIC DISTORTION 
(1 kHz, at -10 dB) 


Audio Output .39% 
SIGNAL-TO-NOISE RATIO 
(A-weighted) 
Audio Output d m 67. $ dB 
FREQUENCY RESPONSE | | 
Audio Output v. 20 Hz to 20 kHz 
ADDITIONAL DATA 
PICTURE SIZE - - 271пеһез (diag.) 
POWER REQUIREMENTS 140 Watts 
DIMENSIONS | с | 
(HxWxD, in inches) 234 4x26 "x20 
SUGGESTED RETAIL PRICE $1,150 


А! measurements and char supplied by APEL 
(Advanced Product Evaluation Laboratory). 


jacks makes dubbing a snap. The S-video in- 
put and antenna inputs and outputs are also 
on the back. 


TEST RESULTS 

The 70 footlamberts of brightness this set 
provided at maximum usable luminance will 
only be problematic if you put the TV in 
a bright, sunlit room—a placement we 
wouldn't recommend. Resolution of the set 
was superb, getting up to a full 500 lines 
horizontal and 450 vertical. Of course, the 
only consumer video source that can produce 
500 lines of horizontal resolution is ED Beta; 
other high-res sources get up to around 400. 
This set can handle them all. Interlace 
measured a slightly imperfect 60/40 (50/50 
is perfect), but we didn't find visible scan 
lines a big problem while viewing the set. 
The 27NL20 had virtually no overscan, so 
viewers can expect to see the total transmit- 
ted picture. As we mentioned earlier, the 
set's tuner is exceptionally sensitive, produc- 
ing virtually noise-free pictures even when 
fed a minuscule (100 microvolt) signal. The 
excellent color accuracy did not suffer at low 
signal levels either. 

The line level audio circuitry exhibited ex- 
cellent frequency response from 20 Hz to 20 
kHz, but things were not so stellar with the 
MTS decoder; alignment was off enough to 
degrade stereo separation at all modulation 
levels to little more than 16 dB. While that’s 
certainly enough to provide a stereo effect, 
a greater amount of measured separation 
would have been welcome. Still, MTS 
stereo frequency response was good, extend- 
ing to 14 KHz. Mono and second audio pro- 
gram (SAP) measurements were not par- 
ticularly distinguished on this set, but these 
components of the MTS circuitry can still be 
said to serve their respective purposes. 

The high picture quality, outstanding tuner 
section and the flexibility of the remote con- 
trol go a long way in balancing out the set's 
shortcomings. And the suggested retail price 
of $1,150 (certain to be marked down in 
stores) is pretty reasonable for such a model. 
Those looking for a good 27-inch TV would 
do well to look at this Optonica model. 

—Len Feldman 


ABOUT THESE 
TEST REPORTS 


Each piece of video equipment we test is a 
factory-fresh production model—the same quali- 
ty you would buy in a store. After each product has 
been tested by APEL—Advanced Product Evalua- 
tion Laboratory, a leading independent testing 
facility headed by engineer Frank Barr—it goes to 
technical editor Len Feldman, an internationally 
recognized authority with more than 30 years’ ex- 
perience testing home entertainment products. He 
interprets the data and performs hands-on use tests 
of each piece of equipment, combining personal, 
practical experience with the most objective 
technical data available anywhere. 










DIGITAL VIDEO STABILIZER 
ELIMINATES ALL VIDEO COPYGUARDS 


While watching rental 
movies, you will notice an- 
noying periodic color 
darkening, color shift, un- 
wanted lines, flashing or 
jagged edges. This is 
caused by the copy protec- 
tion jamming signals em- 
bedded in the video tape, 
such as Macrovision copy 
protection. The DIGITAL 
VIDEO STABILIZER: RXII 
completely eliminates all 
copy protections and jam- 
ming signals and brings you 
crystal clear pictures. 


WARNING 





FEATURES 


@The best and the most 
exciting Video Stabilizer 
in the market 

6 Easy to use and a snap to 
install 

e State-of-the-art micro- 













chip technology 
@100% automatic - no 
need for any 






troublesome adjust- 
ments 
e Works on all types of 
VCRs, TVs, and Monitors 
€ Light weight (B ounces) 
and Compact (1x3.5x5") 
© Beautiful deluxe gift box 
@ Uses a standard 9 Volt 








The Digital Video 
Stabilizer: RXII is in- 
tended for private 
home use only. It is 
not intended to copy 
rental movies or 
copyrighted video 
tapes that may 
constitute copyright 
infringement. 








years. 





where for $99 or more! 






GUARANTEE 
Ф 1 YEAR WARRANTY 
@ FAST UPS DELIVERY 






Air Shipping available 















To Order: 1-800-445-9285 or 516-568-9850 


$49.95 ea. + $4 for p&h 
Visa, M/C, COD TC F: 9-6 [едо not included) 
Electronics Inc 


Dept. CM8 581 W. Merrick Rd., Valley Stream, NY 11580 






For additional information, circle No. 71 on Reader Service Card. 


TOSHIBA 
CANNON 


PANAFAX 
MURATA 
SHARP E 5 
IBM : 
AT&T 


NOW WITH MORE 
FEATURES 


$ 


Here's what Direct Ed will do for you 

EDIT Arrange your favorite scenes in any order 

TITLE Built-in character generator and internal qraphics 
(12 type styles and 64 colors!) 


SPECIAL EFFECTS 17 types ol fades or wipes 
LIBRARY Index scenes for future use 
EASY TO USE On screen instructions wireless remote 


control plus previewing feature! 


WALKMANS & DISCMANS IN STOCK 


VIDICRAFT VDM-200 


tema 


VidiCraft Copy Guard 
Wireless Mics .^ZDEN /, NADY 


EXTENDED WARRANTEES AVAILABLE 





For additional information, circle No. 76 on Reader Service Card. 


battery which will last 1-2 
e Similar units sold else- 


@ UNCONDITIONAL 30 
DAYS MONEY BACK 


SHS} STEREO Hi-Fi 


SUMMARY 
RCA S-VHS VCR, Model VR640HF 
In a continuing effort among manufacturers to make the high-resolution S-VHS 





starting point without having to go through 
a tedious visual search. 

In addition, the deck offers the aforemen- 
tioned MTS decoder and Hi-Fi audio re- 
cording and playback. 


format more accessible to the general public, this second-generation RCA deck 
eschews esoteric digital features and concentrates on consumer-oriented value. The 
list price of the VR640HF is a reasonable $999, and the quality of the picture it delivers 
makes it well worth the money. The compact design of the deck makes it fairly easy 
to integrate into a home video system without taking up a lot of space; the on-screen 
menus make timer programming and other functions very accessible. 

Other features include program indexing and an array of non-digital special effects, 
such as freeze-frame and slow-motion viewing. There’s also Hi-Fi audio recording 


LAB MEASUREMENTS: 
RCA S-VHS VCR 

Model Number: VR640HF 
Serial Number: 827240280 


VIDEO SECTION 


FREQUENCY RESPONSE (at 4.20 MHz) 


and playback and an MTS (multichannel television sound) decoder for receiving stereo чес, "5 22 dB 
broadcasts. So the feature mix offers a good assortment of options without overwhelm- о -2.50 dB 
ing the viewer who wants a VCR for basic time-shift/movie-watching purposes. SP -5.42 dB 
While the VR640HF isn't a perfect performer, in our tests it did well enough to CE men 
stack up favorably against most S-VHS models. Frequency response extended out уо Сыр! OU JB 
to 5 MHz, delivering the promised 400 lines of horizontal resolution. Other video 11 -10.9 dB - 
parameters were fair to good. In the audio department, the MTS decoder was fairly SP ТОТ -16.9 dB 
well-aligned, delivering decent stereo separation and good frequency response. The Е 
j \ рар ^ $ SIGNAL-TO-NOISE RATIOS 
only real disappointment was Hi-Fi frequency response, which did not capture the Rod Field Chroma (ideo QUIDUD 
high end of the audio spectrum very well; response extended to only 9 KHz. But overall, SERIA Е 
we like this deck for its basic, user-friendly design, its affordable price and the very Red-Field Chroma (TV output) 
$ - SP (AM/PM) 41.4/37.8 dB 
good picture quality of the S-VHS format. EP (AM/PM) 37.6/36.6 dB 


Luminance (video output) 
SP (100/50/10 IRE) 
EP (100/50/10 IRE) 


42.6/42.8/44.2 dB 
40.9/40.7/42.1 dB 


FEATURES 


The frequency-synthesized TV tuner of 
this VCR can pick up 120 VHF, UHF or 
unscrambled cable signals. The eight- 
event/365-day timer is programmed via the 
supplied remote; the on-screen menus guide 
you through the programming process, so 
the only reason you need to go near the VCR 
for executing timer functions is to insert the 
tape. The VCR is of the four-head, double- 
azimuth variety, rendering its non-digital 
special effects (freeze-frame, frame ad- 
vance, variable slow-motion, two-speed 
visible picture search) clear and clean, with 
virtually no noise-bar interference. TV chan- 


ТО УЛО ECOL ВБРУТЕУ 


nels in your area can be automatically 
memorized, clearing inactive stations. 
Many of the VCR’s functions are 
automatic; the deck powers itself as soon as 
a cassette is inserted, and if the cassette has 
no erase tab, play begins right away. Once 
a tape is over, the deck automatically 
rewinds the cassette and shuts off. 
Delayed-start ''express'' recording 
enables the scheduling of a single recording 
event over a 24-hour period without going 
through all the usual timer-recording steps. 
Program indexing automatically places a 
signal at the beginning of every new re- 
cording on a tape, allowing you to find that 


Stairstep Linearity (video output) 





CONTROLS 


Almost every control you need for basic 
recording and playback is visible on the front 
panel: the power, tape transport, record, 
channel up/down, cassette eject buttons, 
memory and reset buttons for the counter 
display, audio-recording level controls and 
accompanying LED level meters and ex- 
press-recording controls. The display on the 
right of the cassette slot shows time, counter 
number, channel number, tape status, recep- 
tion mode of the MTS decoder, timer pro- 
gramming information and what input the 
VCR is receiving. 

The hinged panel on the bottom of the 
VCR hides such secondary controls as track- 
ing, tape speed, sharpness, tuner memory 
buttons and an FM simulcast switch for tap- 
ing stereo TV sound broadcast over radio. 


Color Accuracy (video output) 





Luminance (TV output) 
SP (100/50/10 IRE) 
-EP (100/50/10 IRE) 


42.4/41.9/43.6 dB 
41.4/40.8/42.6 dB 


AUDIO SECTION 
OUTPUT LEVEL 
_ Conventional (SP/EP) .49/.37 Volts 
— Hi-Fi (both speeds) 2.35 Volts 
THD AT REFERENCED OUTPUT 
Conventional (SP/EP) 0.8/1.5% 
Hi-Fi (both speeds) 2.3% 
WEIGHTED PEAK FLUTTER (DIN) 
Conventional | 
SP (avg/peak) .1/.16% 
ЕР (avg/peak) .3/.37% 


i-Fi 


SP (avg/peak) .006/.007% 


EP (avg/peak) .003/.004% 
FREQUENCY RESPONSE (for -3 dB) 
° Conventional 
SP 90 Hz to 9.6 kHz 
EP 62 Hz to 3.6 kHz 
Hi-Fi 
SP o v 20 Hz to 9.0 kHz 
EP 20 Hz to 9.8 kHz 


HARMONIC DISTORTION (at -10 dB) 
Conventional (100 Hz/1 kHz) 
F .41/.36% 
.68/.45% 
| А (100 Н2/1 kHz/5 kHz) | 
am .14/.26/1.58% 
ЕР .09/.28/1.58% 


_ SIGNAL-TO-NOISE RATIO 


Conventional (SP/EP)  51.5/49.1 dB | 
Hi-Fi (SP/EP) 88.8/89.9 dB 
CHANNEL SEPARATION (left/right) 
Hi-Fi : 
SP 62.8/62.3 dB 


EP 61.8/62.3 dB 


The rear panel has coaxial and screw- 
terminal VHF and UHF antenna inputs and 
outputs, direct video and audio input and 
output jacks, S-video inputs and outputs, a 
special CATV adapter wire (for use with an 
optional RCA cable adapter), TV/CATV 
switch, channel 3/4 selector and conven- 
ience AC receptacle. 


TEST RESULTS 

At 4.20 MHz, video frequency response 
for this deck was down by 5.42 dB in the SP 
mode through the video output. Curiously, 
response was even better at the slower EP 
speed, measuring -2.50 dB. Both these 
numbers are pretty good, reflecting the im- 
proved picture detail of the S-VHS format. 
Signal strength was weakened considerably 
at 5 MHz, where response was down by 


MTS DECODER SECTION 


SIGNAL-TO-NOISE RATIOS 
(at 10096 modulation). 


Stereo (left/right) | 58.2/58.6 dB 
SAP 59.2 dB 
Mono . . : ; 54.2 dB 


Hi-Fi Frequency Response 





TOTAL HARMONIC DISTORTION 
(at 1 kHz, -20 dB) 


Stereo (left/right) .15/.14% 
SAP 1.1% 
Mono ‚46% 
FREQUENCY RESPONSE (at -20 dB) 
Stereo 28 Hz to 13 kHz 
SAP 20 Hz to 10.0 kHz 
Mono . : 23 Hz to 4.0 kHz 
MTS Response and Separation 
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CHANNEL SEPARATION (at -20 dB) 


Stereo (left/right) 26.2/26.8 dB 
ADDITIONAL DATA 
POWER REQUIREMENTS 32 Watts 
FAST-FORWARD TIME 

(T-120 tape) 4 Min., 33 Sec. 
FAST-REWIND TIME : 

(T-120 tape) 4 Min., 32 Sec. 
DIMENSIONS : 

(HxWxD, in inches) 37x14 'Ax1374 
WEIGHT | 15 Pounds 
SUGGESTED RETAIL PRICE | : $999 


All measurements and charts supplied by APEL 


° (Advanced Produét Evaluation Laboratory). 


13.4 dB at SP through the video output. 
Overall, the measurements demonstrate 
S-VHS’s marked picture-detail superiority 
over conventional VHS decks, which usual- 
ly peak at 2 MHz. Picture definition of tapes 
recorded off broadcast TV will be quite 
sharp; you may even forget you’re watching 
a videotape. 

Luminance (brightness) signal-to-noise 
ratios varied from 42.6 dB to 44.2 dB, 
measured through the video output at SP, 
and fared almost as well through the TV out- 
put. But chroma (color) noise was a bit 
higher than we would have liked, especial- 
ly the PM (phase modulation) noise, which 
measured only 38.5 dB at the SP speed. The 
noise is slightly noticeable in the overall pic- 
ture, but it’s not terribly distracting. Stairstep 
linearity (the deck’s ability to reproduce the 
varying shades of gray between black and 
white) was quite good for the first four steps 
of the test, but the fifth step (which should 
have been the brightest, or ‘‘whitest’’) 
showed a departure from linearity of be- 
tween 16% and 17%, depending on tape 
speed. Again, this did not detract too much 
from the picture. Helping matters quite a bit 
was color purity, which was close to perfect 
as was phase saturation and hue. 

The frequency response displayed in the 
Hi-Fi audio recording mode was the biggest 
disappointment. While the Hi-Fi audio 
measurements on most VCRs are ruler flat 
from 20 Hz to 20 kHz (the entire human- 
hearing spectrum), on the VR640HF, 
response began rolling off (by -3 dB) at 
9 kHz; at the point where the curve got to 
20 kHz, response was down by nearly 7 dB. 
This doesn’t signify the total absence of a 
high end, but it is somewhat disheartening, 
considering that conventional audio frequen- 
cy response was flat to almost 10 kHz, ef- 
fectively beating out the Hi-Fi section—the 
first time we’ уе ever seen that happen—not 
that we found it particularly thrilling. 

The MTS decoder was reasonably well- 
aligned, delivering good stereo separation 
(around 25 to 26 dB at midfrequencies, 
regardless of modulation levels) and ex- 
cellent frequency response (out to 13 kHz, 
a tad shy of the 15 kHz broadcast stereo 
limit). SAP (second audio program) re- 
sponse was the best we’ve ever seen; while 
on most decks it dips sharply before it gets 
to 5 kHz, here it stayed flat out to 10.0 kHz, 
excellent response for what’s primarily a 
spoken-word transmission system (meant for 
broadcasting bilingual soundtracks) anyway. 

As we mentioned, this is not a perfect 
deck. But its $999 suggested list price will 
probably be cut significantly by retailers, and 
with that in mind, this deck is a good in- 
troduction to the high-resolution S- VHS for- 
mat, which has yet to take off with con- 
sumers. It’s particularly appealing to video 
enthusiasts who don’t have a yen for fancy 
features and editing capabilities but just want 
something good to watch. —Len Feldman 
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SUMMARY 
NAD Monitor/Receiver, Model МР 1 З 

This recent model from NAD is quite welcome, as it offers outstanding picture 
quality (450 lines of horizontal resolution) in a small set—the picture size is 13 4 inch- 
es. The MR13 makes a great, movable second set for the night table or den—wherever 
you want to put it. But more important, its small size makes it ideal as an editing 
monitor. Setting up an editing system around even a 20-inch monitor/receiver can 
be something of a hassle, but a 13-inch set is perfectly proportioned for such purposes. 

The MR13 includes two video inputs (one direct, one for S-video), also a boon 
to home video editors. Adding to the set’s versatility is its variety of stereo listening 
modes, 139-channel tuner, full-function remote and built-in MTS decoder for receiving 
stereo broadcasts. But the hallmark feature of this set is its high-quality picture, which 
is extremely bright and sharp with a great deal of clarity. It’s unlike any other TV 
picture you've seen on a set of this size, and it's well worth a look. 


FEATURES 


The microprocessor frequency-synthe- 
sized tuner in this set is compatible with 
VHF/UHF broadcast channels and all cable 
TV frequencies. As is usual with monitor/re- 
ceivers, channel access is direct (by punch- 
ing in specific numbers on the remote) or 
random (scanned up and down). The tuner 
can be programmed to skip inactive chan- 
nels while scanning; this requires only the 
push of a button. 

The МКІЗ has a sharpness control and а 
new circuit designed to provide sharper 
outlines and crisper definitions of objects in 
a picture. The picture tube is of the black- 
stripe matrix type, and the set's faceplate is 
tinted gray for optimum absorption of am- 
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bient light. This, combined with the 124 
footlamberts of brightness the set gives off, 
makes for an extremely watchable picture 
even in brilliantly lit rooms. The set’s comb 
filter retains wide video response with a 
minimum of color signal interference. 

On the audio side, the MR13 gives you a 
choice of five stereo listening modes: 
through its own side-mounted speakers, 
through external speakers hooked up to the 
set’s terminals, through self-powered 
speakers connected to the direct audio outs, 
through a separate amplifier system or 
through headphones. 

The remote is a genuine ‘‘full-function”’ 
type; besides controlling power, volume and 
channel selection, it also duplicates virtual- 


LAB MEASUREMENTS: 
NAD Monitor/Receiver 
Model Number: MR13 
Serial Number: 21609273 


VIDEO SECTION 
MAXIMUM USABLE 
LUMINANCE 124 Footlamberts 
RESOLUTION 
(horizontal/vertical) 450/460 Lines 
CONVERGENCE 
(center/corners) 0/0% 
VIDEO FREQUENCY RESPONSE 6.0 MHz 
INTERLACE uw 50/50 
TRANSIENT RESPONSE Very Good 
BLACK LEVEL RETENTION _ 90% 
COLOR QUALITY Excellent 
AMPLIFIER SECTION 
MAXIMUM OUTPUT 
Audio Output 2.1 Volts 
Speaker Output _ 2.6 Watts 
TOTAL HARMONIC DISTORTION 
(1 kHz, at -10 dB) 
Audio Output .15% 
Speaker Output .21% 
SIGNAL-TO-NOISE RATIO (A-weighted) 
Audio Output 64.2 dB 
Speaker Output 53.3 dB 
FREQUENCY RESPONSE us 
Audio Output 20 Hz to 20 kHz 
Speaker Output 40 Hz to 20 kHz 
AUDIO SECTION 
SIGNAL-TO-NOISE RATIO 
(at 1,000 uV, A-weighted) M 
Stereo (left/right) 54/55.4 dB 
SAP 67.4 dB 
Mono 57.7dB 


TOTAL HARMONIC DISTORTION 
(at 1 kHz, -20 dB) 


Stereo (left/right) .55/.38% 
$АР „75% 
Мопо ‚38% 
FREQUENCY RESPONSE n NN 
(at -20 dB, 10096 modulation) 
Stereo 30 Hz to 11 kHz 
SAP 20 Hz to 1.5 kHz 
Mono 28 Hz to 3.5 kHz 
CHANNEL SEPARATION 
(at 1 kHz, 100% mod./-20 dB, 100%) 
Left Channel 18.0/17.4 dB 
Right Channel 17.8/19.0 dB. 
ADDITIONAL DATA ! 
PICTURE SIZE 13% Inches (diag.) 
POWER REQUIREMENTS _ 76 Watts 
DIMENSIONS | 
(HxWxD, in inches) T3 A вх15 145х147 5 
WEIGHT 23 Pounds 
SUGGESTED RETAIL PRICE $429 


All measurements and charts supplied by APEL | 
(Advanced Product Evaluation Laboratory). 


ly every sort of picture and audio adjustment 
the set offers. No matter how radically one 
readjusts the picture and sound, the push of 
a button brings the MR13 back to its factory 
settings. Also, if you leave the set on in- 
advertently and the channel you were watch- 
ing goes off the air in the middle of the night, 
the set will automatically switch off 15 
minutes later—a great feature for those who 
like to be lulled into dreamland but don’t 
want to have to set the sleep timer. 


CONTROLS 


Controls immediately visible on the 
MRI3's front panel include power on/off, 
channel scanning buttons, volume up/down 
and the TV/video switch. Indicator lights in- 
form you when the set is on and if a stereo 
or SAP signal is being received. A miniature 
stereo headphone jack is at the lower left cor- 
ner of the set. Near that jack is a hinged door, 
behind which hide several secondary con- 
trols, including those for automatic channel 
programming and erasing, MTS selection 
and picture adjustment. The remote control 
adds numeric keys for direct channel access, 
a mute button and timer/clock buttons for 
setting the correct time and programming the 
sleep timer. 

The rear panel contains external speaker 
terminals, a speaker selector switch, 
audio/video inputs and outputs and an S- 
video input. There are two sets of audio out- 
put jacks at fixed and variable levels. 


TEST RESULTS 


Video frequency response on this set ex- 
tended to 6.0 MHz. The corresponding 
horizontal resolution was 450 lines, enough 
to handle the high-detail picture quality of 
S-VHS or laser videodiscs. The 124 
footlamberts of brightness was quite im- 
pressive; no matter how bright your room 
is, the MR13 will present a very watchable 
picture. Color convergence was perfect, as 
was interlace. Black level retention was a 
very good 90%. The perfect interlace com- 
bined with the small size of the screen makes 
scan lines virtually imperceptible. As for the 
TV tuner itself, it was sensitive enough to 
allow APEL's simulated fringe-area signal 
(100 microvolts at the antenna input) to pro- 
duce a very watchable picture. 

Audio frequency response via the line- 
level audio outputs was ruler-flat across the 
human-hearing spectrum, and even response 
via the external speaker outputs was very 
good, going from 40 Hz to 20 kHz. The in- 
ternal amplifier of the set provides a low 2.5 
watts per channel, but what do you want— 
this is a 13-inch set! Similarly, while the 
MTS decoder provided decent frequency 
response, stereo separation only got as high 
as 18.0 dB, not particularly dramatic but not 
too annoying in a set this size. 

Overall, the MR13 is an excellent set that 
offers a wide variety of useful applications. 

—Len Feldman 
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HUNDREDS OF UNADVERTISED 
CAMCORDERS IN 5ТОСК!: 
ALL MODELS AVAILABLE 
PRICES GREATLY DISCOUNTED!! 


800-223-0322 


ALL CAMCORDERS INCLUDE: ORIGINAL MANUFACTURERS ACCESSORIES 
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INCLUDES: Panasonic PVO Original 
Manufacturers Accessories *Wide Angle 
Lens *Telephoto Lens eTripod *Video Tape 


INCLUDES: Panasonic PV-400 ®Original 
Manufacturers Accessories *Wide Angle 
Lens *Telephoto Lens *Tripod *eVideo Tape 


5798 


INCLUDES: Panasonic PV-420 Original 
Manufacturers Accessories *Wide Angle 
Lens *eTelephoto Lens *Tripod *Video Tape 























SONY D| sony | sony 
CCD-F35 , j| CCD-F40 CCD-VII 
3 LENS ЖШ p 
OUTFIT р : 


INCLUDES: Sony CCD-F35 Original] INCLUDES: Sony CCD-F40 Original 
Manufacturers Accessories *Wide Angle} Manufacturers Accessories eWide Angle 
Lens *Telephoto Lens eTripod *Video Таре | Lens *Telephoto Lens Tripod *Video Tape 


537798, 


INCLUDES Sony CCD-V11 Original 
Manufacturers Accessories eWide Angle 
Lens *Telephoto Lens Tripod *Video Tape 


51198. 
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INCLUDES: Panasonic PV-460 ®Original} INCLUDES: Panasonic PVS-350 eOriginal | INCLUDES: Panasonic PV-430 Original 
Manufacturers Accessories eWide Angle} Manufacturers Accessories eWide Angle | Manufacturers Accessories eWide Angle 
Lens *Telephoto Lens Tripod Video Tape} Lens *Telephoto Lens eTripod Video Tape | Lens eTelephoto Lens Tripod eVideo Tape 
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CHINON CAMCORDERS RCA CAMCORDERS RICOH CAMCORDERS 
eCHINON CVT-65 eRCA CC-300 eRICOH R-612 
eCHINON CVT-72 eRCA CC-310 eRICOH R-630 


eCHINON CVT-80 eRCA CC-320 
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HI-BAND 8MM CAMCORDERS 















NOW IN STOCK?! eCANON E-708 eKD-M710 
eSONY CCD-V99 eCANON E-80 eKD-3030 
eCANON А-1 eCANON E-808 eKD-5010 





MIBRO CO. INC., 64 WEST 36th ST. N.Y.C., М.Ү. 10018 

N.Y. RESIDENTS (212) 695-7133 CUSTOMER SERVICE (212) 967-2353 
FAX (212) 695-0982 MON. - SAT. 9:30 AM - 7:00 PM SUNDAYS 10:00 AM - 6:00 PM 
Use М/С, Visa, AMEX or send money order, certified checks. Shipping charges non-refundable. Minimum shipping 
and handling $4.95, maximum $59. Shipping costs reflect individual packaging, air shipping additional. For mail 
orders please call before sending in money order. Refunds within 7 days only with original packaging & unfilled 
guarantee card. No refunds accepted without prior verbal authorization. Customer service between 12 pm - 6 pm. 
Pictures are for illustration purposes only. Not responsible for typographical errors. Consumer Affairs license No. 
800-253. Prices good for mail order only. 


For additional information, circle No. 58 on Reader Service Card. 
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CELL OUT: CAMCORDER 


BATTERIES AND HOW THEY WORK 


hen was the last time 
you thought about your 
camcorder battery? If 
you're like most peo- 
ple, it was probably 
the last time your battery 
dropped dead in the middle of 
a big shoot. But knowing a lit- 
tle about batteries—as mundane 
as they may be—can mean the 
difference between a great day 
of shooting and a lousy one of 
lugging around an expensive 
electronic paperweight. 

There are two types of cam- 
corder batteries. The lion’s 
share of camcorders use nickel 
cadmium (Ni-Cad) batteries, 
while camcorders manufac- 
tured by Matsushita (such as 
Panasonic and Philips models) 
employ lead acid batteries. 
Both work the same way all 
batteries do—with the negative 
electrode providing electrons to 
the camcorder and the positive 
electrode soaking up electrons 
from the camcorder. Batteries 
basically represent the comple- 
tion of a circuit loop. But the 
active materials being 
transformed in camcorder bat- 
teries are quite different. In 
lead acid batteries, lead dioxide 
is converted into lead sulfate at 
the positive electrode, while at 
the negative electrode, sponge 
metallic lead is turned into lead 
sulfate. In Ni-Cad batteries, 
nickel oxyhydroxide reduces to 
nickel hydroxide at the positive 
electrode, while at the negative 
electrode cadmium metal is 
turned into cadmium 
hydroxide. 

How do these elec- 
trochemical changes affect the 
overall performance of a bat- 
tery? For starters, the two 
types lose voltage at different 
rates. The voltage of a lead 
acid battery falls off gradually 
as it is being discharged, until 
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it finally reaches the cutoff 
where the camcorder shuts 
down. That gives the user plen- 
ty of time—sometimes as much 
as 20 minutes—between the 
low-battery warning’s first ap- 
pearance and the camcorder’s 
quitting for good. Ni-Cad bat- 
teries, on the other hand, 
deliver a very consistent 
voltage output right up to the 
point at which they are almost 
totally discharged. Then they 
fall off a cliff—meaning users 
of Ni-Cad battery camcorders 
had better wrap up their taping 
in a hurry (sometimes in as lit- 
tle as two minutes) once the 
low-battery indicator lights up. 
But it’s in recharging where 
the differences between the two 
types become critical. Lead 
acid batteries are most effective 
when they’re immediately 
recharged after every use. In 
fact, it's best to store them in a 
totally charged state. That's 
why, as Tom Hitzges, 
Panasonic national marketing 
manager for camcorders, says, 
** You can take a lead-acid bat- 


tery camcorder home from the 
store and start shooting without 
charging it.” A lead acid bat- 
tery that's stored too long 
discharged, or too deeply 
discharged on any occasion, 
may never perform to its 
potential again. 

Ni-Cad batteries require 
almost the exact opposite treat- 
ment. Worked too gently and 
charged too often, they can 
develop a **memory"' of their 
soft treatment and refuse to rise 
to the occasion when a long 
bout of taping is called for. Say 
you typically use your cam- 
corder for about 10 minutes 
and then recharge it before put- 
ting it away. If you repeat that 
cycle more than a few times, 
the battery will eventually 
refuse to discharge for more 
than 15 minutes, no matter 
how juiced up it is at the start 
of a shooting session. That's 
why it's best to make sure a 
Ni-Cad battery is totally 
discharged before charging it 
up again. In fact, a near total 
discharge is the best way to in- 


‘THE CARE AND FEEDING 
OF CAMCORDER BATTERIES 


NI-CAD 
BATTERIES 


* should be almost 
completely discharged 
before being 

charged again 


* can be recharged 
approximately 1,000 
times 


® can lose as much 
as 10% of their 
power each year 


* should be stored 
in a cool, dry place 


LEAD ACID 
BATTERIES 


e can (and should) 
be recharged after 
every use 


° can be recharged 
approximately 500 
times 


e can lose as much 
as 20% of their 
power per year 


e should be stored 
in a cool, dry 
р!асе 


By Glenn Kenny 


crease the life of a Ni-Cad bat- 
tery. Using the camcorder for 
playback and rewinding tape 
can squeeze the last bit of life 
from a battery, and there are a 
number of consumer battery 
dischargers available today. 

In recent years, refinements 
in technology have rendered 
the actual performance dif- 
ferences between lead acid and 
Ni-Cad batteries practically 
non-existent. ““Тһе Care and 
Feeding of Camcorder Bat- 
teries’’ (see box) will fill you 
in on some of the distinctions 
between the battery types. 


Video for Videographers 
While those of us who make 
a living writing about video 
may resent the encroachment, 
we can’t get around the fact 
that home video software is 
horning in on our turf. Case in 
point: 45 Minutes to Better 
Camcorder Video, from Light 
Forms Video Productions 
(6627 S. 191 РІ., # F-105, 
Kent, WA 98032). True, its 
preliminary example of bad 
home video was so bad it gave 
me a headache, but otherwise, 
this tape is a solid introduction 
to camcorders themselves and 
to various picture- and sound- 
improving techniques. It also 
walks through a lot of ground 
that’s been covered in these 
pages: lighting, camera 
steadiness, movement, scene 
transitions and more. But one 
of the best things about this 
tape is the way it refuses to 
coddle the viewer: The myth 
that you can just pick up a 
camcorder, start shooting and 
then play back great results is 
given the swift debunking it 
deserves. If you’re getting (or 
giving) a camcorder for the 
first time, 45 Minutes makes a 
fine companion piece. О 





TO ORDER CALL TOLL FREE 5 VRV-8-89 


P.O. Box 17882 
Milwaukee, WI 53217 800-558-0003 YEAR 
MON - FRI 9AM-9PM CST IN WISC ORDERS EXTENDED 
SAT 11AM-5PM CST 414-357-8181 WARRANTIES 
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GR40U — VH8-C w/case CALL Authorized Sony M atl ecc бі 

в 8-VH8/8:1 7 CALL Video and Audio Dealer -C Format 

Remu tret т Ош окш Т гр: 
ІН CALL А8 1730 4Head/HKF/Jog Shut CALL > Æ / reo 

di чыш сло mn AG 1960 S-VHS/MiF/JogShut CALL ШРУ500 FullSize 6:1 Zoom | CALL 

GF8550 8-УН8 Full Size CALL 101 А8 2510 4Head/DighalTracking CALL 


Ав 2400 Portable 4 Head CALL PV-S540  S-VHS/8:1 Zoom 


CAL 
PV-S550  S-VHS/Digital et EffectsCALL 












































HR-D600 4 Head/On Screen CALL ve JUST ANNOUNCED ee 
НВ-0620 4 Head/LCD Remote CALL H480- HI 8 ee E440- 8mm NO Extra Charge For Deliv. mas CANC ONES СТЕ РУ-8576  S-VHS/Digital/Cher Gen CALL 
ното фен сынар ONL Now 8тт Hi-Band: NO Extra Charge For U.$. Warnan Ad450 Full ue 8-VHS-NEWI CALL VCRs 

k ve NO Surcharge For Credit Cards | 18450 ҒШ Шы 8-/Н8- CAL | Pv4920 4 head/Bar Code CALL 
HR-D840 4 Hd/H-F/UnkRemote CANOVISION A1 NO Cha Бог! Digital Video Camera PV4924  4heed/Editfeatures CALL 
НЯ-0850 4 Head HFFVDigtal Effects CALL Er | NO Extra Charge For Insurance | PV4930  4heed/DigkalEfeots CALL 
HR-s5000 NEW SUPER VHS/HKFi САЦ. E808 E80 РУ4980  4heed/HFVEdRing CALL 






FINAL DELIVERED COST 


HR-s5500U NEWI NEWI NEWI NEWI CALL PV-4870 4 head/Learming RemoteCALL 










PVS4980 Super VHS/Ber Code CALL 






aaa тей WR SRI Eee 
в ире gi In the Continental U.S VM 23АС 6:1 Zoom w/case cALITV/VCR COMBO'S - CAL 

Lights & Batteries AM BICO Lonses VCR SPECIAL! VM З4АС 8:1 Zoom wilight & case CALL 

AC/DC - 100W / 50W edio /Video Enhancers Lens Gaurd Kit VM 29АС Digital/8p Effects CALL 

AC - 250 W- Barn Doors Super Duper Auto Focus - 2 lens kit 4 Head HI-Fi • Name Brande CALL {ум 254с &-VH8/8:1 zoom w/case CALL 

AC/DC - Mini t (NEW Close Up / Wide View г 

3 Ib Nicad poe em ransfer Equipment Hemispheric SOLIDE A Rewinders CALL VH-5400 4 Қаға LS СА VLL-250U 12x zoom w/hard case CALL 

AG/DG - 150W\ 100W + Batt Tilting Tele/Cine Acrobat (2 In 1) Kit VH-5495 4 Head w/ flying erase head CALL 1 - 

AC/DC - 150W\100W + Меза Tele/Cine macro 2 X Telephoto ҮН 5595 4 Head HI-FI С Wireless Microphones 

All in one Light + Battery (NEW) Tele/Print 4 X Telephoto ECZ-660 WMS 20-1 WMS8-Pro 


RDERING INFO: Prices For shipping & handling charges in Continental USA. For prices designated as call, please cal! 800-558-0003 for current price & availability. For fast delivery please send cashier's check or money order. Personal & company checks allow 14 business days to clear. Master 
[за orders please Include card@jexpimtion dato & signature. C.O.D charges$3.09 per package, All ether products please include 5% shipping А handling, minimum 35.06 HI, AK, FPO, APO, Puerto Rico and Canadian orders please add 7% to all prices (Including VCRS & Camcordem)minimum $7.00. 
ethor foreign orders please add 15% shipping, minimam $15.08 All orders shipped outside Continental USA are shipped first class Insured U.S. Mall. К foreign shipping charges exceed minimum amount, you will be charged the additional amount to get your package to you quickly & safely, А] 
new & include full factory warranty. Duo te our lew prices all sales are final. Defective vides hardwure must be taken to authorized factory conter, please сай for infor-matioa. Prices & availability subject to change without notice. WI Res add 5% salo tax 


For additional information, circle No. 11 on Reader Service Card. 



























а i : 100% POWER 
Miacroliminator ^ eh 
а ‹ REQUIRES 
NO BATTERIES. 










What Does It Do For Me? During playback of Rental Movies you will notice 


annoying periodic color darkening, flashing or jagged edges. This is caused by the 
Maccrovision copy protection jamming embedded in the video. Macroliminator is 


effective on all copy protection jamming signals 100% Guaranteed. 


Test Results Show Macroliminator Beats the Competition 
Compactness Ease Effective Price/Value 


Competition bulky, heavy | dials to fuss with $200 to $59 


*Based on testing 5 competing brands 
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Is Duplicating Rental Момеза Мо No? Yes, Yes. Neither the manufacturer nor our 
dealers encourage people to use the Macroliminator and 2 VCRs to make superb 
copies of Rental Movies for their own personal use - in the privacy of their own homes. 









_ To Order, roll Free! 
DIGITAL TECH 


' ener 17419 Goddard 
WARNING: Use of this device to duplicate video tapes may be against certain federal and state copyright laws. 7 -8 0 0- 6 6 6 -2 2 7 6 Southgate, MI 48195 


For additional information, circle No. 18 on Reader Service Card. 






ALL MERCHANDISF IN FACTORY SEALED BOXES WITH USA WAR 


RANTIES TEN-DAY RETURNS MUST ONED FOR PR 
Í e =} aron jac PANES TEN DAY RETURNS MUST BE PHONED IN FOR PRIOR WE BEAT ANY ADVERTISED PRICE! 
е RETURNS MAY BE SUBJECT TO SOME RESTOCKING FEE NOT 


RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHIC AL ERRORS 
2519 E. Sunrise Blvd., Ft Lauderdale, FL 33304 26 МЕ. 1st Ave., Miami, FL 33132 


Panasonic - Sony Camera, AC adapter,charger, 
EUER 5 | ers rechargeable battery, RF 
$729 Ра a AN s. 2 ; $699 converter, hook up cables, 
5:1 Zoom | 4 : | : , [9Lux shoulder straps, carry handle, 


Self Timer  . AKT Super Impose lens shade. 
| A) Т High Speed 6:1 Zoom FREE 


| Camera, AC adapter, charger, 
shia а рә QUA Be . ....:..-... ое еоо вое ов оооовоея . ТІТТІІІТІТІТІТІІ . rechargeable battery, RF 
ОТОЧЕНЕ - аена еса $ E A AT К CODER SSI ЫИ а: . converter, hook up cables, carry 
И Hi-Band $1549.00 - TOR ; ССО-Р40 ....................... 869.00 A handle, video trip case, 
CCD-F50 $00046 90059500500 000946 ^ 3 blank tapes, lens shade. 


ССр-Е70.. 1129, 
Сора ЕЙ ADD $149.95 


GOD-V TT eei. 
CCD-V99 HiBand | Camera, AC adapter, charger, 
SB-7 Sports....... 004 rechargeable battery, RF 
converter, hook up cables, carry 
WE ALSO CARRY А handle, video trip case, 
FULL LINE OF PAL, 3 blank tapes, lens shade. 
SECAM, CAMCORDERS | Telephoto lens, Wide Angle lens. 


ADD $369.95 
О в WE CARRY FULL LINE OF 
UNDERWATER HOUSINGS 


EUROPE FOR ALL CAMCORDERS. 





For additional information, circle No. 41 on Reader Service Card. 
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CONTROL CENTRAL: 
UNCOILING CHAOTIC WIRING 


Then was the last time 
you took a look behind 
! your VCR? I mean a 
really good look. If 
| you're like most 
videophiles, there's a 
veritable rat's nest of cables 
back there—twisted heaps of 
tangled video wire, audio con- 
nectors, antenna leads, forgot- 








ten AC lines. And, whenever 
you need to dub from one 
machine to another, you've got 
to dive headfirst into this 
quagmire, struggle to find the 
proper connectors and then 
plug the wires into the right 
machine. What a mess! 

There is a better way. Imag- 
ine having all of the jacks at 
your fingertips, right up front. 
Even better, suppose you could 
move all of these audio and 
video jacks to a central loca- 
tion? In essence that's the job 
of a patch bay, which is 
nothing more than a plastic or 
metal panel filled with a dozen 
or so audio and video jacks. It 
resembles the old telephone 
switchboards of the 1940s, into 
which operators manually 
plugged a wire to connect 
every phone call. 

Manufacturers such as 
Westlake Village, California's 
Trompeter Electronics 
manufacture professional A/V 
patch bays, with a typical four- 
VCR/one-monitor setup selling 
for around $350, including the 
appropriate cables. Be 
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forewarned that installing such 
systems requires a degree of 
technical knowledge and 
soldering skill, as well as 
meticulous planning for the 
placement of each jack. 
Consumer patch bays are 
hard to find, but we've gotten 
good service from a Teac 
PB-64, which is available from 


Jacks be nimble: 
Calrad's 10-112 patch bay. 


suppliers specializing in semi- 
pro audio equipment. This 
mini-patch bay isn't much to 
look at, but it gets the job 
done. It includes standard RCA 
jacks on both sides of a small 
metal panel, which allows you 
to route all of your com- 
ponents' rear panel inputs and 
outputs to a central, front loca- 
tion. The PB-64 sells for 
around $100 and allows you to 
patch a wide array of VCRs, 
disc players, processors, 
monitors, etc. 

The 10-112, a 32-point patch 
bay that accepts either BNC- or 
RCA-type plugs, is available 
from Los Angeles' Calrad 
Electronics. 

As useful as patch bays are, 
their minimalist, low-tech ap- 
pearance isn't for everyone. A 
routing switcher takes the 
basic patch bay idea and adds 
automation. This electronic 
traffic cop patches a variety of 
sources together inside an at- 
tractive metal cabinet, using 
switches to match signals with 
destinations rather than manual 
patch cables. The router also 









frequently includes a distribu- 
tion amplifier, which splits one 
input into several outputs for 
simultaneous dubbing with vir- 
tually no signal loss. 

Routing switchers are 
widespread throughout profes- 
sional television broadcasting. 
The switchers in a network's 
master control headquarters, 
for example, cost millions of 
dollars and fill entire rooms 
with racks of relays and miles 
of wire. 

Several consumer routing 
switchers are available for 
$400 to $1,000. Sony's 
SB-V 1000 ($600) is among 
the most full featured of such 
components. It handles up to 
six VCRs (three equipped 
with S-video), an auxiliary 
source (such as a laser disc 
player), an external A/V 
processor and a monitor. You 
can even mix and match input 
sources—combining the sound 
from a compact disc with the 
picture from a VCR and re- 
cording the result on another 
VCR. This can all be ac- 
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By Marc Wielage 


models to choose from. Sony 
and JVC have smaller selec- 
tors, the SB-V700 ($380) and 
JX-S100 ($125), respectively, 
which can interface with four 
A/V sources. Yamaha’s 
AV X-100U ($699) and 
Toshiba’s XB-1000 ($900) are 
also resourceful routing 
switchers—both of which add 
the benefit of Dolby Surround 
decoding. Accessory specialists 
such as Niles Audio, Recoton, 
Showline and Vidicraft also of- 
fer simple models, though none 
of them presently includes 
S-video capability. Additional- 
ly, such audio companies as 
Carver and Vector Research 
now include at least some 
rudimentary VCR dubbing 
function in their A/V receivers. 
Which is the best approach, 
routing switcher or patch bay? 
Well, as slick and attractive as 
switchers can be, I still prefer 
patch bays; mainly because of 
their sheer expandability. If 
you add a few VCRs or 
another laser disc player, you 
just solder in a few more jacks, 








Electronic switcher: Yamaha’s AVX-100U A/V amp. 


complished while watching 
something on a third VCR. 
JVC’s JX-S900 ($800) one-ups 
the Sony component in capacity 
with seven A/V inputs and a 
pair of monitor outputs. 

If your system doesn’t re- 
quire this degree of complexi- 
ty, there are several other 


a handful of extra audio con- 
nections or even another panel. 
And, if you hate the patch 
bay’s no-frills industrial look, 
you can build a cabinet to hide 
it when it’s not in use. Which- 
ever method you choose, it 
beats the old rat’s nest ap- 
proach any day. O 
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Г1 B. RCA/BMG Video Club 
8. What influenced your decision to join this club? 
Г1 1. Offer (12. Selection 
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Continued from page 28 

rently releasing personal video products us- 
ing full-size VHS cassettes, there seems to 
be a role for the smaller VHS-C format in 
the future. In Japan, Panasonic is already 
selling a Super VHS-C personal video 
machine with a three-inch LCD screen and 
Hi-Fi sound. While the company has shown 
a similar AV Pocket Watch prototype in the 
US, it insists plans to sell it here are sketchy. 
In a clear nod to desktop video memo 
makers, the device includes a tiny external 
camera that attaches to the side of the 
recorder. Is this the video Dictaphone of the 
future? Citizen, meanwhile, has exhibited a 


VHS-C prototype with a 2'4-inch screen. 
(The fence-straddling Citizen has also ex- 
hibited an 8mm prototype.) 

Perhaps the most striking new technology 
in VHS-C—or any other format—to be seen 
so far 15 JVC's Concept С, recently unveiled 
at the Consumer Electronics Show (CES) in 
Chicago. Using the tiniest VHS-C tape 
transport yet, the new prototype makes 
possible a truly palm-sized playback system 
with a detachable LCD screen, tiny video- 
camera and other modular components. 
“Ме want to give more potential to video 
than it has ever had before," says Yoshihiro 
Ueno, director and general manager of 
JVC's video products division. Right now, 


though, the product is still a crude prototype 
and a non-working one at that. 

New promise for VHS-C's viability in the 
personal video domain can be found in 
JVC's recent introduction of a 30-minute 
VHS-C tape length, which boosts EP play 
time to 90 minutes. Matsushita, Panasonic's 
parent company, has also introduced a 
number of prerecorded “‘lifestyle’’ video- 
tapes in Japan to support its VHS-C products 
there. JVC in Japan is also *'looking into 
bringing out S-VHS-C software in the EP 
mode,” says Ueno. 

The introduction of Sony’s 8mm Video 
Walkman, meanwhile, is apparently spur- 
ring greater distribution of prerecorded 8mm 


THE DIRECT LINE TO SUPER DEALS 


on Panasonic. 


1-800-524-1596 


24-HOUR PROCESSING. . .24-HOUR SHIPPING 


SUPER FAST DELIVERY 


RED LABEL 1-day delivery, extra charge 
BLUE LABEL 2-day delivery, extra charge 


24-hour processing/shipping on Red Label and Blue Label 








WE SELL: VCR's, Video Cameras, TVs, 
Monitors, Accessories, All Panasonic Appliances. 
PRO LINE—Industrial Equipt. PAL-SECAM-NTSC, 110/220 
COD Anywhere in the USA 


” 


Sum 


бі” 


Super Low Prices '9: 


eo 


on Panasonic. == 


SUPER VIDEO INC:, 495 Meadow Lane, Carlstadt, NJ 07072 


For additional information, circle No. 16 on Reader Service Card. 
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If you're tired of the runaround, the hidden costs, and high pressure salespeople - then you need to call ProVideo now! You'll feel confident and secure once you've spoken with our courteous and informative sales 
staff.All of our merchandise includes a USA manufacturers warranty, factory sealed boxes with a 10-day money back guarantee.” No addtl. charge for credit cards or C.O.D. ever! OPEN SATURDAYS!!!. 
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LIGHTS LENSES PANASONIC 
AG 1950................ Wijogdial  АС400Р................ Digital F/X  — Fly weight A/C-D/C150/100 wts...49 ^ AutoFocus-wide/tele КИ........ 492 4000 Е Lowest 
АС 1830.................. -SVHS АС450........ Piezow/10:1Zoom | Мате Brand D/C 100wts.......... 49  2XTelephotolens........... ..... 75. Ве, Prices! 
АС А95............. Editcontroller Character generators....In Stock АІМПЕОПӨ;:».555555%554526%25. Са! 5X wide/2X telekit............... Call TOSHIBA 
CAMCORDERS recap io rcd or ee МЫ Ы . PCM Audio 
PANASONIC SONY 2 796 Бау Sompa cA Dih 8/9905 51у S-VHS Digital 
1 | rel. 
sox E AE In Stock қалына ынан BATTERIES ZENITH \у67785................ 4HD Hi-Fi 
PVS545 %%%.................... Са!! МР 22 = 8mm “4 “................. $1 9 VRE 200 ЕЕ 4HD Index VG 7795 .............. 4HD S-VHS 
CANON REA ZI М VRES10HF.......... 4HeadHi-Fi X AllotherModels......... In Stock 
5 АтрНоиг.................... OVE Ber Cal 
A1-high8mm............... New! СС310УН55 lux. wiflying heads 10АтрНошғ................... ето RCA 
E80/808-w/Titler........ BestDeal|  CC320 VHS 5lux. wily hd. & titler 20 Amp Hour Belt................ Call MINOLTA - All Models In Stock - 
E708... Dig.w/400 lines resolution Mw Unc ЫНЫ ШЫ 559 AllCam batteries............ InStok | |[ — ——— *****PIONEER SPECIALS***** 
RICOH К EE gg ` Noone carries more batteries! - VSX 33005.......... Smartremote С101030.............. Laser disc 
CG-9825 .................. S-VHS ари AMBICO ҮЭХ93005555:522555: 100 майѕ рег CLD3030............ Digital w/jog 
R612 8тт=-4!их............. Call MINOLTA VIDICRAFT 
R630 Super 8тт......... їп Stock Гейайег....Епһапсег w/split Screen Film & Slidesto Video........ Call for Dolby pro-logic 
R800-H 8mm........ Hi Definition 88200 8mm.............. 2.4 Ibs Vidimate....... Colorcorrenhancer Printsto Мідео............... Advice w/ dolby HX pro 
*PROVIDEO DISTRIBUTORS, INC. 142-B Jericho Tpke, Mineola N.Y. 11501. Open Mon-Sat 10am-7pm. Order 1-800-541-4055. Customer Service or Technical info 1-516-741-5440. All merchandise 


brand new with USA manufacturer's warranty may be returned within ten days for exchange or refund (less S&H). All returns must be called in to customer service for return approval and must contain 
original box and packing. All merchandise subjectto price and availability changes. We accept COD, major credit cards, money orders and certified checks. Add shipping and handling. 


С. ORDERS: 1-800-541-4055 
" NY or Cust. бус. 1-516-741-5440 
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For additional information, circle No. 32 on Reader Service Card. 


ОРТЕХ a) 


All in One Video Light (Om 
Easy to Use Complete w/Batlery. 
Charger Bulb & Instr.- No Wires !` 
Special Sale Price........ Only 65 
54 Extra Battery........................... 


GUARANTEED LOWEST USA PRICE ! 





titles. Warner Home Video, for example, 
now releases select major titles on 8mm tape, 
in addition to VHS, Beta and laser disc. Pre- 
recorded 8mm titles are also available 
through such mail-order catalogs as Cinema 
8 (7910 Woodmont Ave., Suite 1200, Bet- 
hesda, MD 20814). 

For most hardware manufacturers, 
though, personal video products now seem 
to be prestige items. Toshiba, for example, 
recently exhibited a sleek and impressive 
laptop with a 64-inch screen, but has no im- 








CAMCORDER 


STARTER KIT 
3 Year Extended Warranty.....129 
Pro Wide/Telephoto Lens Kit..149 
Color Enhancement Light...... 


Regularly.......407 
With Camera Purchase.....$249 


All products BRAND NEW 
with full factory warranty. 


VIDEO RECORDERS 
G.E А 


KYOCERG HIGH BAND 8MM 
(Key-O-Sara) KD-H130 

* Pro Density CCD Pro Quality 

* 420 Lines Resolution 

* High Speed Shutter 

* Hi Fi Audio 


НІН 





PANASONIC 


PANASONIC CHINON MINOLTA PV-2800...239 yG7500..229 VR 270 


PV 110 799 
PV 400 ..748 
828 
949 
Call 


G.E. 
CG9808 Best 


CV-T65. Call 
Digital New 


MAGNAVOX 
CVJ-310. 748 
CVJ-320 ....828 
VR-9246 . Call 
OLYMPUS 
УХ405 1469 
УХ 406 1025 
QUASAR 
VM25 Great 


C-50 
V-10 


Cal: 
Best 


V-1400 Picture 


V-2100 


HITACHI 
VM-3150 
VM-5200 
VM-6100 


JVC 
GR-C35 


Call 


799 
899 
1075 


899 


PV-4800 
PV-4820 
PV-4860 


HRS 7000 685 


VG 7720 Call 
VG 7575.. For 
VG 7775 Best 
VG 7785 Price 


QUASAR 

VH-5480 Call 
УН-5485 Ро’ 
VH-5675.. Your 
VH-5685 .. Best 
VH-5975 Price 


VR 695...Price 


MITSUBISHI 

HS U-20 Са! 
HS U-30 . For 
HS U-50 . Best 
HS U-70 Рпсе 


MAGNAVOX 
VR-9722 .249 
VR-9760... 439 


SONY 

CCD-F30 748 
CCD-F35 899 
CCD-F40 928 
CCD-V11 Са! 
ССО-У99 New 


MINOLTA 
8-8200 . Call 


KYOCERA 

H130 Pro. USA 
5010 Pro..Dist 
S810 Pro. Best 
M710 ProValue 


CANON 


OLYMPUS 
VX 802.799 
VX 803.899 
PENTAX 
PV-C880. ..785 
RICOH 
R-620 . Three 
R-630 Year 
R-800 Warty 
NIKON 


mediate plans to market it. 

"Showing the technology and not bring- 
ing it to market is the lesser of two evils,” 
says Rich Meidenbauer, national advertis- 
ing manager for Toshiba. Meidenbauer wor- 
ries that the personal video market is too 


УМ29 Value 
VM34...Call 


E-708 Stock 
..Hi-8 


VN-900. 899 
VN-920 ... Call 


Add Another 2 Years 8-80 ..New 
of Warranty Protection......... 8-81..Рисе$ А-1 


GR-C25.. 799 
GR-C77.. 1249 


HRS 5000New 
HRS 8000. Call 





small at present, a situation that would lead 
to inventory problems if Toshiba were to 


VL-L250 ...989 





make a personal video product available. 
22 ZF From a technological standpoint, personal 
video does present a challenge. ‘Ср is 
| ACCESSORIES LIGHTS LENS (0 PIONEER | P | Б m 
Video Cassette Rewinder... 14 AC/DC Video Light..........44 Wide Angle «Tele Lens Kit .49 starting to approach picture tube quality In 
Rewind, Fast Forward« Counter 29 Light Stand 27 2X Telephoto Lens........ 74 RECEIVERS + AMPS ; of | d luti 2 
VHS-C Rewind 4 Fast Fwd 39 Cool Lux 4460 Mini AC/DC 79 Wide Angle Lens... 151,2: 959 CAS terms О со ог ап apparent reso ution, 
8mm Rewind + FastForward 45 SUNPAK CV-300 85 Hemispheric Lens .65 SETTE DECKS ; Rob Gers ditorial di f 
Voie Tape Repair Kit 12 Unomat DC-9000 Call AZDEN CD PLAYERS Says О еп erson, е кога irector for 
igarette Lighter Cords... From 12 Vivitar IVL-1 95 А ; 2/2 C - , 
Deluxe 3pc Filter Kit.............. 22 ^  VwitarlVL-2 85 WMS-10 Lapel Mic 64 CAR STEREO TWICE, the consumer electronics industry 's 
Custom Carry Bags 29 Optex VS-176 95 Wiese ene pee trans J УС kl Me | 
Enna E ео саде 7910 . aur wee y newsmagazine. 
Hand Held Microphone 13 VIDEONICS DirectED....Call Shotgun Microphone.......39 RADAR DETECTORS Manufacturers also need to settle on stand- 


ards for a viewable screen. Тһе three-inch 
LCD screen is not easy to watch for a long 
period of time,’’ Gerson says. “‘It’s not a 
rewarding video experience. '' 

Whether the viewing experience is en- 
joyable for a long period of time may be 
beside the point, however. The LCD screen 
may turn out to be quite adequate for short- 
term viewing. And business users who need 
to send out short video memos or make sales 
presentations may well embrace the new 
technology. But, in the near future at least, 
laptop video's most important role may be 
as ammunition in the continuing battles bet- 
ween Sony, with its dedication to 8mm, and 
the VHS manufacturers, led by JVC. Manu- 
facturers may be less concerned with how 
many personal video products they actual- 
ly sell than they are with creating the image 
of technological leadership. 

Portability has long been one of the ma- 
jor selling points for 8mm, a claim the VHS 
camp had to respond to for competitive 
reasons, hence the emphasis on VHS-C. In- 
dustry observers expect future generations 
of Sony personal video machines to use a 
new flat-loading (FL) 8mm tape transport 
mechanism half the weight and one-third the 
size of the GV-8's (and the new GV-9's). 
Such a transport would make a personal 
video machine truly pocketable. In fact, it 
may have been the anticipation of Sony an- 
nouncing such a product that led JVC to 
unveil Concept C in such a rough prototype 
form at the recent CES. As the battle over 
personal video heats up, expect more of 
these technological gauntlets to be thrown 
down in the future. Mind you, it's nothing 
personal. L] 


HIGHVOLTAGE, 39 W.32nd ST., NEW YORK, NY 10001 


OPEN 10am-7pm Mon.-Fri., Sat. 10am-6pm. VISA, MC, and COD Orders Accepted. CUSTOMER SERVICE 212-564-4410 
Send certified check or mone order for immediate shipments Shipping 5 handling extra. All merchandise brand new, factory fresh.'Retums accepted within 10 
days and must be phoned in for prior authorization. All products must returned in original factory packing, clean, unscratched and with blank warranty cards 
Do not deface manufacturer's carton. Shipping & handling non-refundable. All products are subject to availibility. Walk in customers Cash & Carry. 212-564-4410 
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NOBODY BEATS OUR DEALS! 


All merchandise is factory fresh USA goods back by full USA warranty. 
No grey goods. No games played-we sell what we advertise. Integrity-we 
are a NASDAQ publicly traded company in business since 1948 with over 
120,000,000 in sales. Courteous knowledgeable sales professionals. 
Returns graciously accepted within 30 days. 
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12:1 Zoom 8:1 Zoom 
Flying Erase Flying Erase 
Full Size VHS | Full Size VHS 


Auto Focus VHS PV430 
:966 |:799 |:676 1277 


VCRS WE CARRY ALL MAJOR BRANDS 


RCA VHS VHS Hi-Fi On- Quasar 4 Head Panasonic 
Remote VCR Screen VCR Hi-Fi Loaded VCR} On-Screen VCR 


5218 | °328 | °387 | $247 


WE ALSO CARRY ALL MAJOR 
BRANDS OF AUDIO COMPONENTS 


GUARANTEED PRICES AS SHOWN, OR LOWER тті ОЮ СЕЕ 


If you don't see what you want give us а call! Quaranteed we'll save you 
Checks/Money Orders Accepted 


bucks and we deliver anywhere in the mainland USA. 
ORDERS PROCESSED IN 24 HOURSeSHIPMENTS DELIVERED TO YOUR DOOR 

CHECK OUR DEALS 
1-800-842-7999 


AUDIOVIDEO 
DISCOUNTERS mon Thru Fri 9am-6pm 


7125 Columbia Gateway° Columbia, Md. 21046-2199 Sat 10am-3pm Sun 12-5pm 


Our prices are so low that our manufacturers won't 
allow us to advertise their brand names. CALL US! 


6:1 Zoom 
Flying Erase 


Panasonic 
Digital VHS 








86 VIDEO REVIEW 


BETTER 
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ЕН 6% PLANET 


Eee ЖАК 
ШІНІҢ rt IF YOU FIND A BETTER DEAL 


WELCOME 38411 Ford Road, Westland, MI 48185 


SONY RCM 


Full Video Line Full Video Line 


NOBODY 


‘800-247-4663 им 
dns a AND VCR’S 


OLYMPUS 
Full Video Line 


MINOLTA 
All Models 


KYOCERA 


RICOH 
Please Call Please Call 


EN AS 5 YEAR WARRANTY AVAILABLE 


д” Panasonic jM CAEN 


AG-1960 


SVHS • Super 4 Head Jog/Shuttle » 
Rotary Erase Head • Synchro Edit « 
Color Level Contro! • Auto Repeat • 
Time/Blank Search „Таре Remaining 
Indicator • Digital Toc king © Linear 
Time Cou inter 


NOBODY 
BEATS 
US 


We Carry The 
Full Video Line 


CAMCORDS CALL FOR 
BETA ALL MODELS 


Panasonic 
AG-450 == AG-170L 


eos 
HAS 


б, 


WJ-MX 10 


DIGITAL AV MIXER 


' Built-in Digital Frame Synchronizer — 
Special Effects * Wipe Patterns e 
Superimposition Function * 8 Color 
Background Color Selection • Audio- 

| mixing - * Master Fade Function | 


SVHS Record/Playback e Piezo Auto 
Focus * Auto White Balance e 10 x Power 
Zoom • 3 Speed Shutter е Flying Erase 
Head * Color Balance Control • Iris Con- 
troi * Fade • Auto Date/Time Function • 
360.000 Pixels 420 Lines Of Resolution 
* 7 Lux 


ZAMBICO 


AUTO FOCUS 


Teleohoto 1.5 Wide Angle .5 


7 Lux © Auto Tracing White-Balance 
System ® TTL Auto Focus е 8.4 x Zoom 
* Built-in Time/Date Generator * Back 


AG HiFi • 173 0 0 * Digital Tracking 

• MTS/SAP • Jog/Shuttle « Repeat 

Playback » 8 Event/1 Month « Index 

Search • Intro Scan • 90 DB » Pro 
| Studi 10 Quality. Dub 


Light Correction Switch * 2 Speed High 
Shutter Recording * Flying Erase Head 


NOBODY BEATS 


wE ІР ҮОО ҒІМО А | — 
Waea WE'LL BETTER OUR DEAL! 


CALLS! 


$08.95 
JVC 


CHARACTER GENERATOR 


Universal Titler adds Titles 
with ease to any system « 
4 Character Sizes • 124 
Characters «8 Page Memory 
e 6 Speed Scroll • 20 
Characters/Line • 7 Lines/ 
Page CG-V600 


TOSHIBA 
Please Call 


Panasonic 
Full Video Line 


ELECTRONICS E 


WE'LL BETTER OUR DEAL! 


(313) 467-2235 


oo. 


Canon 
Full Video Line 


NOBODY 
BEATS 


CALL FOR 
ALL MODELS 


SHARP PRO 
XA2500 


SVHS • Jog/Shuttle Dial e Flying Erase 
Head • SX 4 Head * Digital Play е Color 
Art * Posterization • Variable Strobe 
Playback Instant Still e Insert Function 
Audio Dub ® Wireless Remote ® Index 
Search System • Linear Time Counter • 
Tape Remain Indicator • Blue Screen e 
14 day/5 event 


US 


XAP SHOT 
IN STOCK 


CALL FOR 
ALL MODELS 


FLUID НЕАС- 5" 
TRIPOD 


PRO MODEL 
* Sturdy. jitter- 
free shooting for 
camcorders— 
very lightweight 
* All fluid 2 way 
pan head 
* Quik-release 
camera mount 
* Tilt and pan 
tension adjusters 
• Square channel legs with flip locks 
• Fricton-control center column brace 
* Rubber feet with retractable spikes 


Cordless. Lightweight and Rechargeable 
Compact Light works on Sony Batteries 


NADY x 
WIRELESS PRO USE 
LAPEL MIC TRANSMITS 
OVER 250 FT.! 


Please 
8. Call 


189.95 * 


AZDEN Pro Mics 


VHF Freq 174-216MHz 

Dual Frequencies 

Range 300 Feet 

2 Mic System * Professional 
Hand-Held Mic е Plus Electret 
Condenser Clip-On Mic 


VIDEONICS Х 


EDITOR Scenes added and cut. Crisp 

and clear eae 
CHARACTER GENERATOR 12 types of Ё 
litles/styles. 64 colors super-imposed 

over video 


GRAPHIC GENERATOR Birthday cake, Christmas, TV set. Keyhole. others. 22 total 
SPECIAL EFFECTS GENERATOR 17 types of fades/wipes • 3 speeds • 64 colors 


PRO ED NOW AVAILABLE 
LENSES > 


AMBICO 
WIDE ANGLE/TELEPHOTO KIT 
g — MAINTAINS AUTO FOCUS 
ACROBAT WIDE ANGLE/TELEPHOTO 
HEMISPHERIC LENS 
TELEPHOTO 2X 
TELEPHOTO 4X 
TELEPHOTO 5X 
ZOOM LENS .6X-1.5X 
200М LENS 2.5X-5X 
LENMAR 
WIDE ANGLE MAINTAINS AUfO FOCUS 66.95 
WIDE ANGLE/TELEPHOTO KIT 
MAINTAINS AUTO FOCUS 
VIVITAR 
AUTO FOCUS WIDE ANGLE 
AUTO FOCUS 2X TELEPHOTO 


LIGHTS м 


AMBICO 

AC-DC VIDEO LITE USES ONLY/BULB 69 
VIDEO LITE W/BUILT-IN BATTERY 129 
AC-DC VIDEO LIGHT W/BUILT-IN BATTERY 149 


NOBODY 


99.95 


79.95 
99.35 


e U.S. Warranty. 


e Always compare Delivered Price. 
e |s the Merchandise Factory Fresh? 
е How аге Defectives Handled? 


WMS-20 11 


Dual Frequencies 

Range 100 Feet 

Comes with 2 Mics е Hand-Held Mic 
* Fius Clip-On е Plus either Mic into 
the Wireless Transmitter 


SONY VIDEO PROCESSORS 
XV-T500 Digital video superimposer. Provides 8 colors for characters 


outlining. and shading. audio mixing function. and reverse image function 


XV-0300 Digital effector includes field memory device with zoom. multi- 


strobe, and special art effects 


XV-C700 Multi-color corrector with joystick. negative/positive conversion 


for film to video transfer. Audio/video fade. 8-color generator 15 wire patterns 


LENMAR 

VIDEO LIGHT W/BUILT-IN BATTERY 
INTERCHANGEABLE W/SONY BATT 

IVL-1 (USES SONY BATT) 


TRIPODS 


AMBICO 
CAMCORD FLUID HEAD 
HEAVY-DUTY CAMCORD 


ULTIMATE VIDEO TRIPOD - FLUID HEAD 


VALU-TRIPOD - FLUID HEAD 
BOGEN 

3124 

3161 
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FOR 
3140 CATALOG 
3147 CAM SUPPORT 


3144 SHOULDER MOUNT 
3127 DOLLY 


REWINDERS 


LENMAR 

REWINDER VIDEO CLEANER 
AMBICO 

REWINDER FAST FORWARD 
SONY 8MM REWINDER 


CALL 
CALL 


39.95 


34.95 


CALL 


800-247-4663 


VIDICRAFT 


7ай Excedent 


Video Accessories 


Tu 


VIDIMATE Ж 


The perfect companion for cam 
corders. Sharpen and enrich all video 
images. Includes image enhance- 
ment. color correction, and 
brightness control. Adds narration or 
background music cable 


Model VDM-200 Model DET-101 


JVC VIDEO PROCESSORS 
"leas, 
Cay S 


JX-C7 Video Corrector with joystick. Includes enhance. audio/video fade 
video stabilizer, stereo audio input/output jacks for НІ-Е! VCR's 


JXS-V55 Video Editing Processor with 16 wipe patterns, 8 colors, color 
balance with joystick, enhoance, audio/video fade, audio mixing and more. SVHS 


Video Tape Шыт 


Hands-Free 
MAXELL 


Camcorder 
Support 

EX - STANDARD 

HGX - GOLD 


XL - HI-FI 

RX PRO 

SQ - SUPER VHS 
8 MM VIDEO TAPE 
TC-20 GOLD 
STC-20 S-VHS 


X THE DETAILER 


Improves video quality during record- 
ing or playback. Split screen allows 
on-screen comparison of before and 
after images. Includes connecting 


ЕС2660 Ус 59% 


Electret condenser zoom mic w/ dual 
pattern set to the long position and it 
acts as a sound beam, letting you 
Zoom in on your Subject cutting out 
side noises. In the short position it 
acts like a wide-angle mic 


ke 


€ 
ток 
HS (HIGH STANDARD) 
EHG (EXTRA HIGH GRADE) 
HI-FI 
HDX PRO 
XP-SUPER VHS 
TC-20 EHG 
TC-20 HD-X PRO 
STC-20XP S-VHS 


SONY 
DYNAMICRON 

ES-HG (HIGH GRADE) 
ESX-HI-FI (HI-FI) 
PRO-X 
8 MM - 


THE BEST THE BEST 


Great 
Stability! 558.95 


VIDEOLINK 3}. 


Picture Pe Perfect 


3.99 
5.29 
CALL 
CALL 
from 4.49 


WE z н 
STOCK Copy — 
BETA Guard 


Eliminator 


SCOTCH 


PRO/CAMERA 
SUPER VHS 


THE BEST 6.99 


10.49 $69.95 


ALL LENGTHS 


RULES & QUESTIONS & FACTS ABOUT MAIL ORDER 


e Will others ship same day? 
е Did the competition try to switch your chosen model? 
e How long has the competition been in magazine? 


> ASK ABOUT FREE DELIVERY 


For additional information, circle No. 30 on Reader Service Сага. 


is only $2.75. 


Model VRLT 151 


дшн 


SOUNDS RIGHT 


Audio mixer—combines up to 3 
sources of sound at same time 
stereo or mono. Audio/video lade 
Includes microphone 


Җ% ТАМВІСО 


SPECIAL EFFECTS 
GENERATOR 


AND WIPES 
CALL FOR DETAILS 


The 
Director í 


Converts 
8mm Film 
to Video 
V-0612 


=AMBICO 


The Imager 


$49.95 


Converts Photos 


to Videos $59.95 


e Shipping and Handling should never be more than $18.00 for 
a 15 Ib. box anywhere in the continental United States. C.0.D. 








$5.00 per word, minimum 10 words. Check/Money Order must 
accompany ad and be received at Video Review two months 
prior to issue’s publication date. Send to Bill Waltz, Video 
Review Classified, 902 Broadway, New York, NY 10010. 





USED VIDEOS 


1,000,000 VIDEOMOVIES/SOUNDTRACKS! 
Video catalog—$1.00. Soundtracks—$1.00. 
LPS—$1.00 RTS/VR89, Box 750579, Petaluma, 
California 94975. 4 : 4 D 
SAVE OVER 50% off retail on 30-day-old used 
videotapes. Dealers’ inquiries invited. Store 
openings—Trading. Send $1 for list. Vagabond, 4600 
Woodduck, Salt Lake City, UT 84117. (801) 262-4366. 


EMPTY VIDEO JACKETS, video stores only. 
Original jackets. Thousands available. Call Viddy-O- 
Round. 1-718-237-9386. s 
NEW RELEASE $39—30 days old. VIDDY-O- 
ROUND. (718) 237-9386. 2 Abe 
BEST BUYS FOR USED VIDEO TAPES! Open/ex- 
pand video stores and save thousands $$$. Trade or sell 
your slow inventory for best deal available. 
AMERICAN VIDEO NETWORK. (800) 523-5193 or 
in California (818) 358-7761. 4 
SALE ON USED VIDEOS— VHS—As low as $5.95. 
Video stories welcome— Send $1.00 for latest catalog. 
Value Video, P.O. Box 22565-VR8, Denver,Colorado 
80222. 


Movies $9.00 and Up, Trade $5.00, (minimum of 10). 
Uncomplicated lease program. Quality Guaranteed. A 
& M Video Exchange. 1-800-544-6781, 505-257-6050 


HOW TO 


PROJECTION TV ..Convert your TV to project 
7-foot picture. . . Easy! . . . Results compared to $2,500 
projectors. .. PLANS AND 8" LENS $24.95... 
Professional Systems available. . . Illustrated Catalog 
FREE...MACROCOMA, I5CL Main Street, 
Washington Crossing, Pennsylvania 18977... 
Credit card Orders 24 HRS. (215) 736-3979. 


EQUIPMENT 


CABLE TV SECRETS - the outlaw publication the 
cable companies tried to ban. HBO, Movie Channel, 
Showtime, Descramblers, Converters, etc. Suppliers’ 
list included. $8.95. Cable Facts, Box 711-V, Pataskala, 
OH 43062. 


M3SB $39 fully tested, like new Varisync, Dealer 
wanted (818) 765-2591. 


INDEPENDENT PRODUCTIONS 


MUSCLE WRESTLING - AWESOME YOUNG 
MALE COMPETITIVE bodybuilders from Gold’s Gym, 
Venice, CA. (Also: Posing, solo action!) 90 min. VHS/Beta 
$39.00 (Photos-$20.00). California Muscle, 1801 Lincoln, 
Suite 106, Venice, California 90291. VISA/MASTER- 
CARD. 213-550-1303 or 202-4342 Q4 hrs.). / 
FOREIGN NATURIST VIDEOS/MAGAZINES, 
$2.00, SASE: NATPLUS, BOX 9296, NEWARK, 
DE. 19714-9296. | 

FOXES—French Naturist Beauties! Girl-watcher's 
dream! One hour. Broadcast quality. $37.95. Catalog 
$1. I.P.I. Video Company, 2521 Big Bend, St. Louis, 
MO 63143. : | = 
BEAUTY & DANCE CONTESTS. Playboy Quality. 
SASE for Brochure. Classic Productions, P.O. Box 
952, Metairie, LA 70004. 4 
EXOTIC—PRIVATE COLLECTOR VIDEOS 
ADULT VIDEOS—Full color catalog FREE!!! 
Quality, privacy, fast service & low prices. LEISURE 
CONCEPTS XV, Dept. 213A89, P.O. Box 1900, 
Gary, IN 46409. 

FEMALE WRESTLING/FIGHTING DIREC- 
TORY. Over 1,000 worldwide listings of video/film 
outlets-personals-clubs-publications. Turned on by 
Sexy Female Wrestlers/Boxers/Bodybuilders, etc.??? 
We're a must!! $30.00 AM-FEM, Box 92 (V), NYC 
10003. ``... a grabber publication!" — Playboy. 
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1х - 5x 
$490 


HOT FRENCH XXX $29.90 XXX, Afro—Exotica 
$23.50 XXX, Backdot Bonanza $23.90 XXX, Girls Dig 
Girs $25.00 XXX, 90 Amateur Couples, 2 Hour Video 
$35.00 Catalog $3.00 Astral PB 931753R Hollywood, 
CA 90093. 
UNUSUAL VIDEOS NOT AVAILABLE AT YOUR 
VIDEO STORE! BROCHURE-$2.00. CAL-VID. 
BOX VR-4591, CARLSBAD, CA 92008. 


FOREIGN VIDEOS! (MATURE ONLY!) 
Catalog-$2. F-Pomerante, CP1462H, Montreal, 
Canada H3G2N4. 


"VIDEO DELIGHTS” -Pantyhose, garters, lingerie, 
panty strip tease videos. Brochure-$2.00. Discretion 
assured! Peterson, Box VR4591, Carlsbad, CA 92008. 


BRAZILIAN LOLITAS HAVING FUN, Vol. 4, 
$49.95. BRAZIL VIDEO, P.O. Box 8572, La Jolla, 
CA 92038. 


FOREIGN UNDERGROUND Videos, 20 Page 
Catalog $3.00 REFUNDABLE Coupon. NMPC, PO 
Box 140307, Coral Gables, Florida 33114. 


CALIFORNIA BEACH GIRLS on Video! Send $2 
lor catalog. VIDEOMA X, Вох 81787, San Diego, CA 
92138-1787. 


HIGHLY INSPIRATIONAL VIDEO. Breathtaking 
nature footage, stress-reducing music and inspirational 
narration will help you to unwind, relax, refresh. 
Available video/audio. Write or call, TIME WELL 
SPENT, P.O. BOX 31050, Laguna Hills, CA. 92654 
Dept. VR Visa/MC 1-800-245-7664. 


RIO-BEAUTIES-BIKINIS & LESS, $23.95. 
COPA'S CAPERS, Box 26243, Mpls., Mn., 55426. 


DOMINANT WRESTLING WOMEN. CUSTOM 
WORK. Info: $5.00. VORTEX, 5699—320 Kanan, 
Agoura, CA 91301—3358. 


"GRAND CANYON,” 2-hour spectacular helicopter 
exploration VIDEO. Breathtaking music. Critically ac- 
claimed. Details FREE. Beerger Productions, 3217-B 
Arville, Las Vegas, NV 89102, (702) 876-2328. 


GLACIER, YOSEMITE, YELLOWSTONE, BIG 
SUR more. Beautiful scenery. FREE Color catalog. 
($29.95 each. WILDERNESS VIDEO P.O. Box 
2175A. Redondo Beach, CA 90278. 


BULLFIGHTING VIDEOS. List. Cartel-VR, P.O. 
Box 318, Cortaro, AZ 85652. 


MEN IN MOTION—AII male exotic dance revue! 
Wow! One hour color $39.95 I.P.I. Video Company 
252] Big Bend St. Louis, Mo. 63143. Checks— 
M.O.—M/C/Visa Phone 314-647-4419. 


75 JAPANESE CUTIES. VHS Preview $36.00 
Superb! Giant photo-catalog $3.00. surfcoms 1511 
Sawtelle #105 LA, CA 90025. 


AVANT-GARDE & CULT CLASSICS. Pasolini, 
Jarman, Warhol, von Sternberg, Anger, Deren, 
Brakhage, Smith, Belson and others. For our free 
32-page color catalog write Mystic Fire Video, P.O. 
Box 9323, Dept. VIR, South Burlington, VT 05403 or 
call 1-800-727-8433. 


HARD TO GET EUROPEAN MAGAZINES AND 
VIDEOS. Large inventory—Specify interests. Write 
to: Europe Int. B.U. (6) Postbus 84471 2508 Al Den 
Haag, Netherlands. 
LOOKING FOR SOMETHING NEW? We Got It! 
Colorado River Wet T-Shirt Contests Vol. 1-2, 
Memorial Weekend Wet T&A, Miss Nudist USA, Plus 
many More! $39.00 ea. 2/$50.00 3/$66.00. Send To: 
GM VIDEO P.O. Box 1339 Sedona, AZ 86336 Charge 
(602) 282-5694 FREE BROCHURE! 


Rainman, Tequila Sunrise. Now on video. Discount 
prices. Free Storage Cases. Catalog $2, Descriptive: 
$5. Established 1978. AMH Films, PO Box-164-VR, 
Willows, CA 95988 


"CALIFORNIA ADVENTURE” NIGHTCLUB/ 
PARTY VIDEO. SIzzleing Bikinis, Outrageous stunts, 
surfing, racing, more. 60 min. Broadcast Quality. 
$49.95 Stratis-Sphere Productions. 21661 
Brookhurst #54 Huntington Beach CA. 92646. 






















































































CLASSIF IED AUGUST 1989 


HERE'S WHAT’S NEW IN THE MARKETPLACE 


Classifieds are accepted at Publisher's discretion. Rates are 


DISPLAY ADVERTISEMENT CLASSIFIED DISPLAY 
$490 PER COLUMN INCH, CAMERA-READY 
MATERIAL ONLY. 


PER INCH: 
бх - 11x 12x 
$450 5400 


NUDISM LIFESTYLE: FAMILY RECREATION 
Collector videos. Not in Stores. $3: FAMILIES, BOX 
661268, L.A., CA. 90066. 


MAJOR RELEASES 


MOTION PICTURE SERIALS/WESTERNS ON 
VHS! Send SASE for list. THE SERIAL FANATIC, 
P.O. BOX 173-VR8, BOYERTOWN, PA 19512. 


NEW RELEASES AT DISCOUNT. ALL NEW. 
VHS list $2.00. VIDEODOME, P.O. Box 7391, 
Quincy, Mass. 02269. 1-800-448-4009. 


BETA, CED MOVIES, $5-$29, CED Players, 
$39.95+. FREE LIST: 1814G. Bellingham Street, 
Washington 98225. 206-671-8220. 


CLASSIC FILMS ON VIDEOCASSETTE. Silents, 
serials, foreign, more. Free Catalog. CABLE FILMS, 
P.O. Box 7171, Kansas City, MO 64113. (913) 
362-2804. / 

AMATEUR TAPES. Old Classics. АП ratings. Catalog 
$3.00. B.V. Inc., P.O. Box 7068, South Dartmouth, 
MA 02748. Tel. 508-992-8916. 


WHOLESALE PRICES: NEW VIDEO MOVIES 
Catalog $1.00. MIDWEST SUPPLY, Box 364-VR, 
Clinton, Iowa 52732-0364. 


FREE MOVIES, 2500 SELECTIONS!! DETAILS, 
CATALOG 55.00. Art, Box 64, Keeler, CA 
93530-0064. 


Bi Ladies Loving. Many all-female adult videos, af- 
fordable. Listing $1.00 (refundable). Sapphire Produc- 
tions, 12021 Wilshire, Suite 526, Los Angeles, CA 
90025. 


























MOVIE POSTERS 


MOVIE POSTERS ALL CURRENT. THOUSANDS 
1950s-1980s. COMPARE BEST PRICES. FASTEST 
SERVICE. VISA/MC (904) 373-7202. Catalog $2.00. 
RICK'S, Suite 3E-VR8, 1105 М. Main, Gainesville, 
Florida 32601. 


$1.00 MOVIE POSTERS, 1001 MOVIE TITLES 
(1963-1989). Catalog $2.00. S. Wallach, 32 Kern 
Rd.. Don Mills, Ontario, Canada M3B ITI. 


ORIGINAL MOVIE POSTERS! STAR PHOTOS! 
TWO CATALOGS, 3000 ILLUSTRATIONS $3.00. 
POSTER GALLERY, BOX 2745—E3, ANN AR- 
BOR, MI 48106—313-665-3151. 


MOVIE POSTERS. We buy and sell old and new. 
Paper Chase. 1-800-433-0025. 


DISCS 











LASER DISC NEWSLETTER —For video con- 
sumers. Free sample, $25/year. 496A Hudson 
Street, Suite 428, NY, NY 10014. 


VIDEORAMA'S LASER'S EDGE 8 YRS' EX- 
PERIENCE. 18,000 Laser Discs to choose from. 
Authorized Pioneer, Sony Image Ent. LDC & Import 
Dealer. Crazy Ron is the Ayatollah of Laserola! 
Catalog $5.00. 2474 State St., Burham, IL 60633. Call 
1-312-868-2604. 


LASERviews: Laservideo enthusiast newsletter. 
Complimentary copy, $20/year. 386 Noe Street, San 
Francisco, CA 94114. 


NEW!!! LASER KARAOKE SYSTEMS AND 
KARAOKE VIDEO DISCS FROM PIONEER. See 
January issue, Video Review, Page 33. Home and 
Commercial systems available. 308 American songs 
on laser video discs, also Japanese, Korean, Chinese 
and Filipino songs. Call Karaoké Systems, Inc., 
714-752-8756. Visa, M/C. 


Looking for mature video laserdiscs? For current 
listings call 1-800-223-8244 or write: LASER X.P.O. 
Box 28130, Las Vegas, Nevada 89126. 

















WIDESCREEN NOW! LASERDISCS, EMPIRE, 
GHOSTBUSTERS, SOUND OF MUSIC, more Sales 
+ Fast U.P.S. Nationwide Rentals. Free ““Ғгевһ 
Views™ Laser Newsletter. HOLLYWOOD NORTH 
ENTERTAINMENT SERVICES. 840 Piner Rd. San- 
ta Rosa, CA 95403 (707) 575-1225 


OUTSTANDING LASERDISCS ARE EXPEN- 
SIVE! Rent by mail from Laserdisc Cinema. 344 
Oxford Way, Santa Cruz CA. 95060 Catalog 
800-726-5007 


10% OFF LASERDISCS AND FREE VINYL 
COVER WITH EVERY DISC! LaserWare stocks 
over 2000 different domestic titles and many Japanese 
imports. Call or write for a free catalog. LaserWare, 
4404 France Ave. South, Edina, MN 55410 


CABLE 


CABLE DESCRAMBER LIQUIDATION. Major 
makes and models available. Industry pricing! (Exam- 
ple: Hamlin Combos, $44 each. . . minimum 10 orders). 
DEALERS ONLY! Call West Coast Electronics, (818) 
709-1758. 

CABLE TV BOXES We sell only the best—low prices, 
we ship COD. $2.00 for catalog. Ace Products, P.O. 
Box 582, Dept. R, Saco, ME 04072 or CALL (207) 
967-0726. | 28.54: 
CABLE CONVERTERS AND DESCRAMBLERS 
CALL OR WRITE FOR FREE CATALOG. IN- 
CLUDES JERROLD, OAK, ZENITH, HAMLIN, 
SCIENTIFIC ATLANTA, MANY MORE. NU— 
TECK, ELECTRONICS, 5114 BALCONES WOODS 
DR. #307 SUITE 298, AUSTIN, TEXAS 
78759—5212, (512) 250-5031. 


CABLE SALE—ALL DESCRAMBLERS. $200 
complete. Please call today (213) 474-5667 


YOUR CABLE TV CONVERTERS AND 
DESCRAMBLERS BARGAIN HEADQUARTERS: 
Zenith, Hamlin, Oak, Tocom, Scientific Atlanta. Jer- 
rold combo w/remote $134. Visa—M/C-— cod. order 
yours today 415-584-1627 


ATTENTION CABLE BROKERS: Surplass CATV 
converters—descramblers at wholesale prices. Un- 
modified units only. OAK M35B $30.: 415-337-8301. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


FREE AMATEUR INFORMATION! Confidential 
Video Communications, P.O. Box 5859, Providence, 
RI 02903-5859. 


TV GUIDES 1951-1989. $1.50 Catalog TV AND 
MOVIE MAGAZINES. PHOTOS, PAPERBACKS, 
CATALOG $2.00. HOWARD ROGOFSKY, BOX 
107-УЕ, GLEN OAKS, NY 11004. 


BEAUTIFUL, ENGLISH-SPEAKING FILIPINAS 
want men of all ages as Life-partners. VIDEOS 
AVAILABLE. PAL, 28 BLANCA, CO. 81123-0084 
(719) 379-3228 Anytime. 


ASIAN WOMEN DESIRE ROMANCE! Overseas, 
attractive. SUNSHINE INTERNATIONAL 
CORRESPONDENCE-Dept. ZN, Box 5500, Kailua- 
Kona, Hawaii 96745. (808) 325-7707. 


BEAUTIFUL GIRLS, all continents, want cor- 
respondence, friendship, marriage. Sample photos 
free! Hermes-Verlag, Box 110660/G, Berlin 11, 
W. Germany. . 

LOVELY PHILIPPINO WOMEN MAKE THE 
BEST ASIAN WIVES. We don't just publish lists, 
we work with you. Try the difference, PHILA-PEN’s, 
Box 8257, Coburg, OR 97401. (503) 342-4705. 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


USED MOVIES—COMPETITIVE PRICES No 
nonsense— specializing in store openings and 
buyouts—all quantities. 1-800-447-3399. AAA 
VIDEO DISTRIBUTORS INC., 500 Mill Road, 
Andalusia, PA 19020. 


FOR SALE VIDEO STORES. West/Midwest. 
AFFILIATED BUSINESS CONSULTANTS. 
719-548-8888. 


VACATION RESORTS 












































HAWAII - MAUI Vacation in a luxurious two- 


bedroom, two-bath condo. Ocean view with 
outrageous sunsets. Beach, pool and more. Reasonable 


rates. Call for brochures or videotape. 212-684-6884. 


SATELLITE TV 


VIDEOCIPHER II CHIPS, Send S.A.S.E. for in- 
fo. 3715 Murdoch Ave. 109. Parkersburg, WV 26102. 


COLLECTABLES 


BASEBALL CARDS & COLLECTABLES. Cash 
in on huge profits. Viddy-O-Round. 718-237-9386. 


CATALOGS 


ULTIMATE VIDEO DIRECTORY! Over 8,000 
titles available for purchase—PLUS $100.00 IN DIS- 
COUNT COUPONS! Send $3.00 P&H to JSN 
Marketing, PO Box 20408-V, Columbus Circle 
Station, NY, NY 10023. LIMITED QUANTITY 
AVAILABLE. 


COLLECTORS VIDEO 


WHO KILLED KENNEDY? Photographs, 
Videocassettes, literature. Catalog: $3.00 AR- 
CHIVES; Box 2, Beaconsfield, Quebec. H9W 5Т6. 


NEW PRODUCTS 


PERSONALIZE YOUR VIDEO LIBRARY with 
custom printed labels. Design your own or pick from 
standard formats for cassettes and cases. For descrip- 
tive flyer and order form, write J-A-C CUSTOM 
LABELS, 13882 Cedar Rd., Cleveland, Ohio 44118 
or call (216) 932-4261. 


TRANSFERS/CONVERSIONS 


MULTI-STANDARD TV's, VCR's. CAM- 
CORDERS. WORLDWIDE USE. Asmara Elec- 
tronics, 10590-A Pico Blvd, West Los Angeles, CA 
90064 PHONE: (213) 559-1763. 


WORLDWIDE DIGITAL CONVERSIONS. ALL 
FORMATS BROADCAST QUALITY. PAL 
Multidupe/Hi-Band. $45 HR. TKV. Multidupe. TKV, 
12300 Coppola Drive, Potomac, MD 20854. (301) 
762-2786. 


FOREIGN VIDEOCASSETTE CONVERSIONS at 
reasonable rates. PAL/SECAM (EUROPE, ASIA) to 
NTSC (USA) or Vice Versa. Digital process with 
timebase correction and image enhancement. Fast ser- 
vice. R-8, 5-8, l6mm Film to Video transfers. 
Guaranteed quality. IHF Productions, Inc., 3015 West 
59th Street, Chicago, IL 60629. Tel: (312) 436-0038. 


GLOBE VIDEO SERVICES INC.— Professional 
facility announces the HOMERATE: Digital conver- 
sion between American (NTSC) and European 
(PAL/SECAM) television standards. One low price 
includes cassette and mailing, 286 Fifth Avenue, NYC 
10001. (212) 695-6868. 


NEW! NO FLICKER 8-BIT OPTODIGITAL 
PAL/SECAM CONVERSIONS. VHS/BETA 
$29.50/Tape Delivered. A.I.V., 595 Circlewood, 
Aurora OH 44202 (216) 562-8983. 


OVERSEAS VIDEOTAPES CONVERTED TO 
AMERICAN OR VICE-VERSA THROUGH OUR 
NEW COMPUTERIZED DIGITAL PROCESSOR. 
NO CROPPING, NO FLICKERING, NO COLOR 
DROP, COPY AS GOOD AS ORIGINAL. FAST 
SERVICE. OVERSEAS VIDEO, 1618 WEST 
SCHOOL STREET, CHICAGO, IL 60657. 
1-312-525-6767 OR TOLL FREE 1-800-782-4622. 


CONVERSIONS OVERSEAS VIDEOTAPE 
THROUGH DIGITAL PROCESS PAL/SECAM 
TO NTSC OR VICE VERSA. Bulk duplication, 
affordable prices. R.K. VIDEO DUB INC., 
60-15 Roosevelt Ave., Woodside, NY 11377. 
(718) 639-2881. Florida - CALL 1-800-321-6166— 
1-800-851-8514. 212-213-8457. 


DIGITAL FOREIGN CONVERSION. Unbeatable 
rates. Fastest Service. PAL/SECAM, NTSC. ALL 
FORMATS. CREATIVE AV CONCEPTS, 610 
Carriage Way, Deerfield, IL. 60015. (312) 
948-8939, 

















VID BIZ 


INVENTORS! Can you patent and profit from your 
idea? Call AMERICAN INVENTORS CORPORA- 
TION for free information. Over a decade of service. 
1-800-338-5656. In Canada call (413) 568-3753. 


ACCESSORIES 


VIDEOTAPE LOGSHEETS. Catalog any videotape 
easily. Over 60 entries per sheet. $4.00 per pad. 
VIDEOLOG, P.O. BOX 883, DeKalb, IL 60115. 


MOVIE SOFTWARE 





Catalog your video library with MOVIE BUFF PC! 
Build your own database of movies, actors, directors, 
etc. Features personal coding and sophisticated cross- 
referencing. IBM & compatibles (HD 256k). $89. 
EIS, 2500 Maryland Road, Willow Grove, PA 
19090. (215) 657-0647. 


CABLE 
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CABLE TV 
DESCRAMBLERS 


«кк STARRING X Ax x x 
JERROLD, HAMLIN, OAK 


AND OTHER FAMOUS MANUFACTURERS 


е FINEST WARRANTY PROGRAM AVAILABLE 
е LOWEST RETAIL/WHOLESALE PRICES IN U.S. 
* ORDERS SHIPPED FROM STOCK WITHIN 24 HOURS 


FOR FREE CATALOG ONLY 1-800-345-8927 
FOR ALL INFORMATION 1-818-716-5914 





PACIFIC CABLE CO. INC. 
7325% RESEDA BLVD., DEPT. 747 
RESEDA, CA 91335 


CABLE T.V. CONVERTERS 


All Jerrold, Oak, Hamlin, Zenith, Scientific 
Atlanta, Magnavox and all specialized cable 
equipment available for shipment within 24 
hours. For fast service MC / VISA or C.O.D. 
telephone orders accepted (800) 648-3030 
60 Day Guarantee (Quantity Discounts) 
8 A.M. to 5 P.M. C.S.T. Closed Weekends. Send self- 
addressed Stamped envelope (60¢ postage) for 
Catalog. 


ПИРШЕЗТ 5143 (УВ) W. Diversey 
ELECTRONICS INC. — Chicago, IL 60639 


No Illinois Orders Accepted. 





DESCRAMBLERS 


VS. Cable Network Company 
THE REST 11111 Mst Omaha, N 
Here is what you 

might hear. "Ме got 

the lowest prices we'll 

beat their best advert- 

ised wholesale or retail 

price."" The reason for 
this is afew less com- 

ponents here and there 


(Works on all Jerrold But BB) 
Oak N-12 w/ VS........ 99.00 
Scientific Atlanta 

(Works on all SA's but DF) 
Hamlin.....5 95.00 


à Zenith ST1000 175.00 
&/ Orders & Catalogs Call Toll Free 


1-800-435-7057 
For Info. Only (402)331-3228 
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CABLE TV 
DESCRAMBLER 
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460200 "^ "EAGLE б. 
SCIENTIFIC ATLANTA $140.00 STARGATE 2000 59900 
‘ZENITH SSAVI $185.00 STARGATE-VOLUME $119.00 


MANY MORE....CALL OR WRITE TODAY 
FOR FREE FAST INFORMATION. 
YOUR BEST BUY'S & WARRAN- 
TIES FOR CABLE TV DESCRAM- 
BLERS AND CONVERTERS 
START WITH A FREE CATALOG 
FROM: M.D. ELECTRONICS 

643 N. 98TH ST. SUITE 133R 


OMAHA, NEBRASKA 68114 
ORDERS & CATALOGS CALL TOLL FREE 


1-800-624-1150 


FOR INFORMATION PLEASE CALL 


6% (402)554-0417 ы 


BY ORDERING CABLE TV EQUIPMENT FROM M.D. ELECTRONICS THE 
PURCHASER AGREES TO COMPLY WITH ALL STATE AND FEDERAL 
LAWS REGARDING PRIVATE OWNERSHIP OF CABLE TV EQUIPMENT, 
IF YOU ARE UNSURE OF THESE LAWS CHECK WITH YOUR LOCAL 
OFFICIALS. 

*TRADEMARKS OF OTHERS UNAFFILIATED WITH 

M.D. ELECTRONICS 






















DISCS 


LASER 


& CDV Video Discs 


e Largest Inventory in the USA. 
е We Stock over 2,400 titles. 
„ 10% Discount on all Laser Discs. 
e Visa, MasterCard, C.O.D.'s accepted. 
° "No Time Limit" Laser Disc Warranty. 
FOR FREE CATALOG, Call or Write: 
STARSHIP INDUSTRIES 
605 Utterback Store Road, Great Falls, VA 22066. 
(703) 430-8692 or (703) 450-5780 
Hours: 11 AM to 7 PM, Monday-Friday 


LASER DISC HOTLINE 


Recorded message on new laser disc releases, 


available 24 hours a day. (703) 430-0330 


WE OFFER: 

© THE LARGEST 
Inventory 

@ 10% Discount 

© Over 3000 
Titles Available 

© Free Catalog 

@ Monthly New 
Release Mailings IS 

@ 8" AND 12" Laser DIRTY ROTTEN 
Discs and CDVS — scOUNDRELS $39.95 


CALL 1-800-343-9211 today for 
Immediate Service or Send to 
LASER WORLD 
798 South Military Trail-Deerfield Beach FL 33442 
*Major credit cards accepted 
Hours: 9 a. m.-5:30 p. m. Monday thru Friday 
ITS THAT EASY! 
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U PIONEER 


| т», ГР 
Mati tol 7-13 


WE STOCK EVERY TITLE 
Largest mail order retailer in the U.S. 
* Fastest availability on new titles 
* Most orders shipped same day 
* 10% discount on all titles 
e Free UPS Shipping іп 


40 


Years in 


Continental U.S. (ground only) Busines 


* Visa, Mastercard, Amex, checks & C.O.D. 
For Free Catalogue Call or Write 


K 1-714-892-2283 
ей .в00-624-3078 

Crane's Inca 1-300-626-1768 
14260 Beach Blvd., Westminster, CA 92683 


ө We Carry EVERY Title 
e Monthly News Release Flyer 
e Major Credit Cards or C.0.D. Accepted 
10% OFF ALL ORDERS FAX TO US 
(312) 640-0289 


e Authorized Mail Order Dealer 


WPIONEER® SONY 
e New Release Hot Line (312) 593-2797 
e Comprehensive LaserDisc/ Equipment Catalog 


Video Dynamics Inc. 


IN ILLINOIS 1-312-593-2304 
OUT OF STATE 1-800-233-DISC 





ACCESSORIES 
SINGERS! 


Г REMOVE VOCALS 
} «FROM RECORDS AND CDs! 


SING WITH THE WORLD'S BEST BANDS! 

An Unlimited supply of Backgrounds from standard 
stereo records! Record with your voice or perform live 
with the backgrounds. Used in Professional Performance 
yet connects easily to a home component stereo. This 
unique product is manufactured and sold Exclusively by 
LT Sound - Not sold through dealers. Call or write for a 
Free Brochure and Demo Record. 


LT Sound, Dept. VR-8,7980 LT Parkway 


Lithonia, GA 30058 vR-8 (404)482-4724 
Manufactured and Sold Exclusively by LT Sound 
24 HOUR.PHONE DEMO LINE: (404 482-2485 


TAPE STABILIZERS 





RENTAL MOVIE 
STABILIZER 


e Ends flashing, colorshift, streaking, blackout 
[шег etc. when playing Ap Lae rental videos 
e Restores closed captions e Fully automatic 
e Made in U.S.A. e 30 day money back guarantee 
VISA/MC/COD orders only 
$49.95 + $3.95 S/H 1-800-432-4353 
AM Video, Dept. VR, 400 Amherst, Nashua NH 03063 











Multi-Standard (PAL/SECAM/NYSC) TV’s and VCR’s 
for worldwide use. Large Selection in 
Hitachi Siemens JVC 
Toshiba Philips Panasonic 

Grundig 

Also PAL/SECAM Camcorders. Call Asmara Elec- 

tronics 10590-A Pico Blvd., Los Angeles, CA90064. 
Phone: No. 213-559-1710 


SUPER VHS 


Sony 
Sharp 


SUPERVHS 


Movies Now Available! 


Drama - Sports - Music - Classics & More. 


Call For Catalog 
1-800-331-6304 СА 415-558-8688 


WARNING: Super VHS tapes will not play on standard VHS recorders. 


Ma P.O. Box 410777 
EE San Francisco, CA 94141 


VIDEOCASSETTES 


FREE CATALOG! 


SIZZLING VIDEOS АҒ 


Send for our huge color 
Your Мм 
г quality 










printed catalog. 
complete source To 
fantasy entertainment. ^7 
Featuring the lowest prices 
anywhere, overnite shipping, 
satisfaction guarantees & 
. Strict attention to your | ^ 
privacy, with discreet packing" 
& mailings 


























SPECIAL: VIDEOLOG 0 
150 Min. VHS ВЕТА $12.95 
Previews of over 100 hot 2 
movies to order. # VCT 7 2, 
(with $10 coupon to use оп 44! 
your next order.) Must be 
over 18 yrs old to order. 


Leisure Concepts 18 Dept. 2354789 
PO Box 1900 Gary IN 40409 








AMATEUR VIDEOS 


6 HOURS $40. “ms 
630 S. Mtn. #431 
Ontario, CA 91762 


(BETA or VHS add $2.00 shipping.) 


You must be 21 yrs or older, please give age and signature. 


BLACK’S BEACH 
San Diego’s Popular Clothing 
Optional Beach 
It’s now on video tape! 
2 hours color and sound only $29.00 

Pacific Video 
P.O. Box 6731 

Fullerton, CA 92631 





For additional information, circle No. 99 on Reader Service Card. 


EXOTIC CARTOONS 


#1 - GONAD, THE BARBARIAN 
#2 - OFFENDERS OF THE UNIVERSE 
#3 - PANDORA, AN EXOTIC TRILOGY 


Each cartoon is feature length, in stereo/hi-fi. 
Only 52895 each + $390 shipping (you must be 21) 


1-800-289-6684 
3621 W. Commonwealth, Fullerton, CA 92633 


E: “зэ 7 FREE!!! FULLCOLOR CATALOG FREE!!! 


$ А.О.К. ENTERPRISES 
P.O. Box 15374 
(ADD $2 00 Newport Beach, 


CA 92659 
Shipping) 










You Must Be 21 Yrs. Old or 


older, please give age and signature 


BLANK TAPES 


3.95 SHIPPING ANY SIZE ORDER, UPS 1-800-245-6000 


7120/0750 STD. НС. НИЕ! PRO T160 T160HG TC20HG TC20PRO S-VHS 8MM120 
TDK 3.69 4.69 5.99 7.29 5.99 6.99 449 5.49 10.99 6.99 
MAXELL 3.69 469 5.99 7.49 629 6.99 479 5.99 10.99 6.99 
SONY 3.69 469 5.99 7.49 5.99 — — = = 6.99 
FUJI 3.69 4.69 5.99 7.69 5.99 6.99 499 —. 11.49 6.99 
KONICA 3.59 599 699 — - -- — E — - 
SCOTCH 379 499 629 7.69 — 7.49 - - 11.49 9.99 
BASF 3.69 499 — - 499 7.99. 529 6.49 САМОМ 8.99 


COMPLETE LINE OF TOK MAXELL SONY. We Will Beat Any То!а! Рпсе by 1% $3.95 Shipping Any Size Order 
All Tapes Have U.S. Warranties. VISA. MC No Extra COD Add $2.75 2 Day Shipping. Parcel Post S/H Сай 

ЕО-ВЕТА (<00РЯО S-VHS-C Сәй M-F 8:30-500 220 Spring 51 Box 361 Butler. PA 16001 
412/283-8621 TAPE WORLD 1-800-245-6000 





SATELLITE T.V. 


SATELLITE TV 


2 Page 


ssl a FREE 3 
um al MOIS All Major Bran 
inue Dis snl Prices 


1-800-222-9064 (US) 
1-206-428-2810 (WA) 


1741 Cedardale Rd. * Mount Vernon * WA 98273 














SATELLITE TV 
= Save 30%-60% 
1-800-334-6455 us 
1-218-739-5231 мм 

SKYVISION INC.® 


2058 COLLEGE WAY 
FERGUS FALLS, MN 56537 


INSTALL OR UPDATE YOURSELF 









Е- Е 
- MOVE RUE 
=== 


Build your own database of movies, actors, 
directors, writers, etc. 
Features include: 
e Other film attributes (country, studio, awards, etc.) 
e Personal coding and comments 
e Full film profile at a glance 
e Powerful search capability 
Ideal for cataloging your video library. 
Only $89. Initial database of 50 films provided. 
Runs on IBM & compatibles (HD 256k). 
To order MOVIE BUFF рс or for more information, 


call or write: 
EIS - Dept VR 


2500 Maryland Rd., Willow Grove, PA 19090 
Visa/MC welcome. (215) 657-0647 





CABLE 


САВЕЕ-ТУ BOXES 


Descramblers ® Converters 


FREE CATALOG 


TRANS-WORLD CABLE CO. 
12062 Southwest 117th Ct., Suite 126 
Miami, Florida 33186 

j- 800-442-9333 





VIDEO REVIEW'S 


Guide To Your 
Mail-Order Rights 


As a service to our readers, we offer the following 
guidelines and suggestions concerning your rights as 
a mail-order buyer. 


10 TIPS FOR BUYING 
BY MAIL 


Mail-order advertisers in Video Review offer a large 
variety of video and comsumer electronics products at 
some of the most attractive prices available anywhere. 











1. Before ordering, be sure you understand the company's 
return policy. Read the advertisement carefully and make 
sure everything is spelled out in detail. 


2. Find out if warranties, shipping, handling and insurance 
costs are included in the quoted price. Does the price as 
listed include a rebate? 

3. Keep a record of your order including: the company's 
name, address and phone number and information about 
the item you purchased. Save your canceled check or a 
copy of your money order. 


4. If you order by telephone and use a credit card, be sure 
to keep the same detailed information. 


5. Never send cash through the mail. Send a check or 
money order. Many companies also accept credit card 
charges, but then special credit rules apply. 


6. If merchandise is damaged. contact the mail-order com- 
pany immediately. If you're asked to return the product, 
get a shipping receipt. 

7. If you return merchandise for any reason, always get 
a receipt from the shipper. 


8. If you don't receive your order because your package 
is lost in transit, the mail-order company should take 
responsibility for tracing it. 

9, If your prepaid order doesn't arrive when promised, 
you may cancel the order and get a full refund. If the com- 
pany didn't give you a delivery date in its solicitation, the 
company must ship your order within 30 days of receipt. 
10. If you cancel a mail-order purchase charged on your 
credit card, the seller must credit your account within one 
billing cycle following receipx of your cancellation request. 


ADVERTISERS INDEX 
Advertiser 
АВЕ’; Electronics 


Audio Video Discounters 
Camera World 





CBS Video Library 

СВЕЛО аса оН РЗ 
Computability 

Consumer Discount Warehouse 

Digital Tech 

Electronic Mailbox Р. 513283 
Electronic Wholesalers ............... P237 
Fries Home Video 


Haven Electronics 


High Voltage 


Hitachi 


Lebaron Inc. 

Maxell 

Mibro’ CO: ARCH ree iret Р. 29 
Nelson Home Video 

Not Just Video 

Olden Camera 

Orion 

Philips Consumer Electronics ..P. C2, РІ 
Planet Video 


SCORCH Tech i ыыы саат P. 68 
SCO СОР а 79. 
Southgate Entertainment 

Super Video 

The Shoppers Warehouse 

United Video 

Vidamerica 

Vidicomp 

Video Depot 


Video Distribution Center 
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HDTV: It’s the Size That Counts 


BY LARRY THORPE 


The chief executives of the nation’s three top television networks 
recently offered Congress a generally lukewarm assessment of the 
importance of high-definition television. **On a scale of one to 10,"' 
ABC's Tom Murphy told lawmakers, **if the conversion from black 
and white to color was а 10, then HDTV would be a three.” 

These top US broadcasting executives aren't alone in their 
lackluster opinion of HDTV. Three separate surveys of ordinary TV 
viewers (conducted by the Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
Media Lab, Home Box Office 
and the Committee for the 
North American Demonstra- 
tions of HDTV to the Public) 
have indicated that average con- 
sumers are less than wildly en- 
thusiastic about HDTV. Does 
this mean those of us who've 
been trying to bring HDTV to 
the American public are mis- 
guided? Is HDTV overrated? 

I don't think so. For one 
thing, no one has yet conducted 
a really fair viewer comparison 
between HDTV and today's 
NTSC pictures. The three 
studies done so far all com- 
pared HDTV pictures to 
NTSC pictures of roughly 
equal height—the main differ- 
ence between the HDTV and 
NTSC TV monitors the view- 
ers saw was the extra width of 
the HDTV screens. This ap- 
proach may be perfectly valid 
for comparing technical picture 
quality. However, all three 
studies missed the most vital 
aspect of HDTV imagery, namely image size. It's the size of the im- 
age and the additional picture information on the screen—not pic- 
ture sharpness per se—that gives HDTV its overall emotional impact. 

A substantial body of research has established that the average US 
consumer views the TV screen from a distance of about seven pic- 
ture heights. That translates into watching a conventional 27-inch set 
from about 10 feet away. At that distance, most of the limitations 
of the NTSC broadcasting standard are invisible. And the picture 
sharpness—or luminance resolution—is actually very satisfactory, 
on camera close-ups. The problems arise with more complicated 
scenes. For example, a close-up of a pitcher winding up may look 
fine, but when the camera pulls back to show the whole field, the 
numbers on the players’ jerseys may become unreadable. TV 
camerapeople long ago learned to compensate for NTSC’s lack of 
resolution by concentrating as much as possible on close-ups and 
medium shots. Just look at how many more close-ups are used in a 
soap opera than in a feature movie. 

In short, the drawbacks of today’s TV system are largely concealed 





by the distance most of us sit from the screen and by camera tech- 
nique. But we pay a price for these compromises: Today’s TV im- 
age is a very small window. Typically, the TV screen takes up a mere 
10° of the viewer’s vertical angle of sight—it’s a bit like watching 
the world through a paper-towel tube. 

If you look at the much higher resolution of HDTV as a means 
to dramatically increase the size of the TV picture, HDT V’s advan- 
tages become much more apparent. Imagine sitting 10 feet away from 
an HDTV set with a 75-inch 
diagonal screen. That would 
translate into a distance of 
about three picture heights 
between viewer and screen, or 
a 30? angle of view, and add up 
to a truly overwhelming view- 
ing experience. That large- 
screen experience—combined 
with equally impressive CD- 
quality sound—is the real point 
of HDTV. Yet HDTV’s large- 
screen potential has been com- 
pletely ignored by all three 
viewer studies on HDTV. 

The studies have also neg- 
lected to show how the HDTV 
screen would allow new types 
of image portrayal that would 
capitalize on the big picture. 
Today, we can produce a 
sharp image of a ballplayer on 
a conventional 525-line screen. 
If we shoot that same scene 
with a 1,125-line HDTV cam- 
era and widen the camera's field 
of view to capture the same res- 
olution in the picture center as 
the 525-line camera caught in close-up, a vital difference between 
the two pictures becomes obvious (see diagram). The HDTV picture 
contains additional picture information. We are portraying the player 
at the center of the screen with the same detail, at the same viewing 
distance, but we are providing a totally different viewing experience. 

Bigger pictures are the essence of HDTV. And the effect isn't 
limited to live TV. A shift to large-screen HDTV would revolutionize 
home video, instantly eliminating the most critical differences between 
watching movies at home and in the theater. 

Before broadcasting executives write off the importance of HDTV, 
it is essential for the industry to conduct valid comparisons be- 
tween HDTV and NTSC. And that will mean gauging audience re- 
actions to today’s puny pictures and tomorrow’s enormous ones. | 


Larry Thorpe, vice president for production technology at Sony Ad- 
vanced Systems Co. , has served on numerous committees that have 
contributed to the development of the Society of Motion Picture and 
Television Engineers' 1125/60 HDTV production standard. 


Backspace is Video Review's guest editorial section. The opinions expressed here are those of the author. 
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'Bloodsport's" martial arts wizard 
JEAN-CLAUDE VAN DAMME | 
carves out a dazzling new domain 
E the future's most fearsome 
warrior ae this ше sword 
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COMING ОЛІ 


JEAN-CLAUDE VAN DAMME VINCENT KLYN as Fender DAYLE HADDON as Pearl Prophet, 
(Bloodsport, Predator) as Gibson Tremolo, leader of the Flesh the mysterious Cyborg from 
Rickenbacker one of the last Pirates. 


another world. 
remaining Slingers. 


He’s the First Hero of the 21st Century. 


d ; 2 
For additional information, circle No. 122 on Reader Service Card. 
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Most combi players 
sound like this headline 
looks. | 

Because four times 
oversampling is the best 

The ultimate goal of this exclu- 
sive Yamaha roces i ris pite E they can do. 
t n ith absolute 1 
m Dime. deviation. We ome Yamaha thinks you 
very, very close. should hear what ezght 


times oversampling sounds like. 

By auditioning the phenomenally clear 
audio section of our new Yamaha CDV-1600 laser 
disc player. 

Its the same sophisticated sound found in 
our finer CD players. And it fills in gaps other 
combi players are content to let you hear, thanks 
to an exclusive Yamaha process called Hi-Bit 
Technology. 

Hi- Би Technology uses an 18-bit 8-times 

E oversampling digital filter to raise 


If it's round, flat and shiny, the 
new Yamaha CDV-1600 
plays it. 
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Of course, the CDV-1600 is chock-full of 
ingenious new video improvements, too. 

There's a new pickup head designed for 
pinpoint tracking and precision signal pickup. 

A unique new high-resolution time base 
corrector LSI that virtually eliminates video jitter 
once and for all. 

And even enhanced picture quality and 
crisper detail from older, 
low quality or defective 
video discs. 

There are ten differ- 
ent forward and reverse 
speeds for studying key 
frames and analyzing 
special effects. 

And a remote with 





Simulated Picture. 


Accuracy and color saturation 


are close to perfect. With 425- 
up to 15 progr ammable line resolution: And a very 
chapters and a handy clean S/N ratio of 47 dB. 


one-key “Clear” command for deleting the last 
command entered without cancelling the entire 
program. 

Not to mention gold-plated, audiophile- 
grade I/O jacks for no-loss, noise-free signal 


x A *. transmission. 






p “м” со far above the 
audio spectrum it’s virtually 
imposable for it to interfere with your listening. 
More Hi-Bit wizardry comes from twin 18- 
bit D/A converters that deliver better separation 
and higher dynamic sound. 


f sampling noise 





In other words, impeccable audio. 

And extraordinary video. 

Together for the first time in the new 
Yamaha CDV-1600 laser disc player. 

It’s the unsurpassed quality you’ve come to 
expect from ® 
ша. YAMAHA 

Every bit of it. 





© 1989, Yamaha Electronics Corporation, USA, PO. Box 6660, Buena Park, CA 90622. For the dealer nearest you, call 1-800-662-6800. 





For additional information, circle No. 33 on Reader Service Card. 


